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The ne orance , and general 
hind, in groin HOY 6 Fee 


BlindneſScof | 1 
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FRE ts + S246 vai 
_ (HEH Lives of moſt Ch ani 
fin, Mer ering Ie 
rr, witnout- 1ome | 
Concern, obſerve their vehement Appli 
tion to other Aﬀairs, and their wretched* 
Indifference in the Matter of Salvation: or 
isIt not really; a molt lamentable Wiſiind- 
nagement, an Abſurdity rather, in Mar 
Fab to ve fo fond of the Ire LS 
Faith, to be'ſo fond of the 1 | 


g 
Regard for that happy Futuri 
never have an fad? o__ 
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& || Geng Trifles of This Life, and not ſuffer 


| | the la 


ing and ſubſtantial Advantages of 
' the Next to make any manner of Impreſſiog 
upon his Heart? To rely upon the flatter- 
| Ing Promiſes of the World, which are no 
detter than Treachery and Deceit, and di- 
| Nruſt the Power of the Almighty, and the 
| wnalterable Word of Him, la is Truth it. 
| Telf? Ina word; to lay claim to Heaven 
as his own proper Country, | and produce 
ſo many Titles to that Inheritance ; and 
yet at the ſame time to be ſo cloſely wed- * 
ded to the World, which is no better than 
the Place of his Pilgrimage and Exile ? 

What ſtrange Spirit of Errour hath got- 
ten poſſeſſion of us, that we ſhould behave 
our ſelves ſo very unlike Chriſtians ?; And 
how are our Hearts bewitched , that Vani- 
; ty and Folly ſhould attraQt them ſo ſtrong- 

1Iy, while all the noble Idea's of another 
Life, which Religion preſents to us, are 
Agt able to move our AﬀeCtions one whit ? 
Certain it is, ao Buſineſs can be of equal 
conſequence; and yet as certain too, that 
- not any 1s ſo little regarded, as That of 
Salration. For what Efforts do any of us 
make to attain a Kingdom, which is deſign» 
ed only for a Reward to that. vehement 
Zeal, which even takes it by force? Where 
is the Man, that employs his Thoughts ap : 
the Methods neceſſary for - this porn 4 6 
much leſs, that cheerfully abagdous al Nw 
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other Intereſts , *to-lay! himſelf -out'upon | 


| This-alone? | And how prodigiaus in. 'the . + 4 


mean while is our Sttpidity, which 
our ExpeRtations and -Deſigns within tha 
narrow Limits of Time, when [Faith hath 4+ 
filled our Souls with glorious Hopes, and 
given them a bonadleſs Eternity to-range | 
in 

This Blindneſs and Iaſcniibility,nodoubt ; 
7 encrally the Canſe of the diſorderly an 

uched Lives, which the preſeat Age fo 

joſtly complains my Andof that fatal Cold- 
neſs in Others of leſs ſcandalous Character ; 
which it is the Deſign of. this little Tratt 
to reiftove, by repreſenting} to: Chri 
how very highly it concergs them, to" 
very ſerious and careful in the Biiſineſs:of 
their Salvation. | ' And may. that Goth, whia 
firſt infpired me with this x good Deſign, add 
to my Words that En pe= 
culiar to: his own; ry 96618 


the Indifferent-and: Unthinkin ws gay 
fiderationz: and; like a'Glap | 
waken the 'W6rkdt out of Ter rep th de 
Sleep" of {gnorance and Ir ant 
ftrike the Terror of his Jud grenttitongh 
every Corner of their Fe arc 
O; Lord, Life ro er Dies, that: 
may-Proclaim to all the World afreih; the 
great and;precions Promiſes, already puv« © _ ''2 
liſhedin the Goſpel Andenable mey Vbes © +2 
PLETE, 0 tear. we this thick Vel #77 
<= as 4 fi om 
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E 4 SALVATSON. 
| - +rom before Mend Eycsyipbd todedtter 
F _ Darknels, which clouds ane 
| Underſtanding ; that fy ſeeing 4 
true Intereſt; wks following after Ri 
ouſacs/anil rue: Holineſs + we-may 6 | 
that Crown, A dn ory to 
8&5 many:as rue is 


I oy eugyends hook x for making 
Concern 


Mar ke oye Men/are in | 
of Salyation,' is:to ſhew the Mar:t0 bim- 
ſelf ; and give him a, trve Repreſentation 
of his Miſery, his Weakneſs, his wretched 
ances; and ſo to. awaken him.out 
of his ofound Sleep by. this lamentable 
Prof} H > into this World; in 
the Quality of? a. baniſhed /Man, into the 
_ dog Exile: 4 pier he lira 
S is a n a. ſtratige 
Land; and his Death the thin 'which de- 
termines his Baniſhmegt,/ | calls; him: - 
Rome again. | 1.am 4: Stranger with thee," and 
ag as all my Pather s were-fays.the : 
\( Pſal xXxXix. 12, )- But} who-'1s 
pm among all 'theſe Trave that Ne- 
auf Tapabcoyy; what devo aged, _- K 
Every. one goes his own Way, 1 Foxy © 
wae or Honach leads : His Mind We 7 
on nothing: but; Intereſt, or:{Hononr 4/08 
; Preferment : Men purſue their Buſineſs 3: 20k <= 
-- their Projeds, | without reflefting - VENEDS | ©" 
JN W'this will cad at laſt "They give. them- 


"as. " 


ſelves up to the Ky Nmblings *» 
Mind, ard wander v7 are their own hay ht ns | 
tions; ;and the 'Extremity of their. Mad- 

neſs and Miſery conſiſts in:this, 'that "they 
are. got: ſenſible! what Way they ate in, 
nor what Place'it teadzto,-- They are-coos 
tent to. be ignorant in nothing; but" ths 
Concern of their Souls.” Every Obje& they. 
meet with.in'their Paſſage entertains thenig 
but theEnd:af their: Journey never takes afy 
their T at all;': They art _ 
ly curiods:about the Accidents ahd: Events 7} 
of this Eife;z but not/at all:follicitoms/whad _ + 
will become' of them in a /fatare agd/eper- 
nal State.:/ 'And-is not this: every :whit"as 
extravagant; :as it: would bein «Pilots to 7 
take great: Pains for the: informing hinſe!f ©: 
in the: ſeveral: Seas he is: ta peſs;:and:nof © 7 
venture'on Bard till heittave mage | bim- 4 
ſelf Maſter: of all the Roads, the _ "> 
Rocks and Sands lye-, and- bow 10-ep. "3 
clear-of them; but_at the Gme-- | "5 
ver to' trouble Simſolf: with _ 
Port: he's to ho by 
ſet is bound+: - 
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Nay, which is worſe, ſuch are not only 
Home ad i. the generality! of Men , but 
mortalium cog- the —_— of $a mnt 
n1t;memnms too, They goyern themſelves 
i) We ig by falſe Rales of worldly and 
corrupt Wiſdom, ſet their Hearts upon the 
preſent, and have no regard, no ſenſe, of 
that which is to come. Men: are inquiſt- 
. tive how the World goes ; deſirous to hear, 
grave in reflecting, ſerious in arguing and 
ſpending their Judgment upon every thing ; 
but not the leaſt curious to hearken after 
any News concerning that everlaſting King- 
dom, which our Religion propoſes to us ; or 
Who governs and diſpoſes Matters there ; 
or what Courſe is beſt to take for getting 
thither., Ah! Chriſtian Brethren , if that 
Name belong to us, if we have any Sparks 
ton. rs. More Of Faith ſtill alive in ” Bs 
"7 (as St. Chryſoſtom adviſes) lift. 
up our Eyes toward this holy City; which 
is intended for our everlaſting Habitation, 
Let us firſt acquaint our ſelves with the 
King that Reigns there, and adore his Di- 
vine Majeſty with Reverence and holy Fear. 
Let us fit down in Silence and profound 
_ Meditation, and obſerve all the great and 
marvellous Excellencies of our beloved 
Country. Let us get the beſt. Inſtruction: _ 
we are able in the Way thither 4 and -ob= 
ſerve the By - paths. that would lead us 
wrong ; the Turnings and Windings Ent 
MÞ | Ns 


every Mars great Concerns. w |þ 
Dangers and Difficulties, through which we: 
muſt paſs to ſo holy and bleſſed a Dwelling. 
Let us conſider the Honour and Reward of 
all thoſe, who are thought worthy to be 
admitted thither : what fort of Life they. 
| Jead when they are there ; what profound 
Peace they enjoy ; what Pleaſures they are: 
entertained with ; what their Employment. 
and their Converſation. _ Such Reflections. 
as theſe are abſolutely neceſſary, if we do- 
in good earneſt deſire to be | 
ſaved. For St. Aguſtin hath |. Non bene cur- 
obſerved very truly, that He crrrendon ef 
- who knows not whither he goes, "eſciater_ Lib. 
cannot poſſibly make any Progreſs } ao ln 
in hs Travel, To go one win hac pre 
knows not whither , is the 4 
Property of Brutes; and in 'e oporier ner 
Them it is excuſable, becauſe JPET as 
Nature hath qualified them anu/are gue::- 
for no better; But in a Man «mm prone- 
to ſet out without knowing fre improden- 
where he is to take up, is a {ment 
moſt 1nſufferable Folly, and <. 14 y 
the laſt of all Reproaches. And | 
yet, as abſurd a Proceeding as this is, whom .: 
almoſt can we find , that behayes himſelf 
otherwiſe? What a World of Heat, and 
Eagerneſs, and Buſtle, what Induſtry and 
Contrivance. do we ſee upon all other Oc- 
caſions? What Negle& and Indifference, 
what Coldneſs and Contempt in this Feat 
+ 0h .. Yon- 


T | f-8 SALVATION, 
| Concern of Salvation ? No Care is thonght 
too niuch, no Application ſedulous enough 
to ſecure our Temporal Advantages ; But 
our Everlaſting Intereſt we have no manner 
of regard for. We are like ſilly Children, 
. taken up with Toys and Trifles. Our Minds 
ſo bewitcht, ſo prepoſſeſs'd with the Love 
of Senſible Objects, that we have no Reliſh - 
left for thoſe: that are Spiritual and Hea- 
venly. | We tura in a manner perfe& Infi- 
dels; All that our Preachers tell us of a- 
nother Life paſſes for Dream and Fable ; 
The Hope of a Bliſsful Eternity, which Re- 
 Uyicp hath made ſo many Promiſes, and 
left us ſo ſtrong Aſſurances of, makes no 
Impreſſion upon our Hearts ; becauſe in- 
deed the Powers of Faith are weakned, and 
our Underſtandings refuſe|to be governed 
any longer by this Principle. That incor- 
ruptible Treaſure, ſy magnified in Scrip- 
tore, affets us much leſs than the periſhing 
unſtavle Riches of the preſent Life, We de- 
cline enquiring into the Value of this Pearl 
of great Price, becauſe we have no inclinati- 
on to ſell all we have,and give in exchange 
for it, Marth. xiii. which yet our Saviour ad- 
viſed as the greateſt Wiſdom , and moſt 
profitable Merchandize. 'T'o ſpeak to Men 
" Now upon the great Importance of look- 
ing after their Souls, is in effet to talk to 
People in a Letbargy. The impure Deſiresof 
earthly Enjoyments haye quite agg 
| * their 
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every Meals ets. © = B 
their Minds, and'they: pot 6, A 
inſehble-of Heavet-and Heaven 4 
But this inward Stupidity; w A indent .% 
_ of AE a :bro pt _ "i 
tne $0 y Sin, : 
-want of Conſideration z* and from that le 
norance and Diſregard - «Future State, 
which Men are now wk ar front being' © 
ſhared of as 'thoy ought, that: _—_— 
affe&t and/put iten1!* ras SE. 
Condition,” whenj"as' himſelf” 157 7 
confeſſes, © he walked in'the-' Mp gb» 
**/Follicy 'of his youhh; Wt tlie” 


+ intothsiextrem 126 Mifery. Adio tae E 
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_ who hatf/noBeaſe'ofhis'Di Sl 
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fo i\SALvVATION: 
he walks jn the Night, and is -not' ſcoGible 
it 1s dark ; he expoſes his Perſon'to Dan- 
ger, without the leaſt Proviſiog or Defence 
againſt it ; and never; reflets ſo much as 
upon his own Ignorance and want of Re- 
flection. He knows nothing of his own Con- 
dition; ſees'no farther than his Senſes can 
carry him, and. therefore cannot diſcover 
the lofirmities of his Soul; nor that Dark- 
nefs, which clouds /and-miflcads his Aﬀe- 
tions, more than it- impairs his Specula- 
tion and Underſtanding. | In this-wretch- 
ed Confuiion he blunders thorough , like 
Men benighted in a thick Wood, who can- 
mot O__ any ofthe QbjeRts that pre- 
ſent themelves.;, The Leayes affright them 
terribly , but the- Pits agd | Precipices give 
them no apprehenſion at/all. They ate Bold, 
where they ſhould be Fearful, and Comwards 
where they ought to ſhew Courage: Thus 
is it with the Chriſtian, whois 6nce con- 
founded and beaten off from the -Care of 
what mult ; be hereafter. He knows: mat 
what he does, nor. whither he. is ; moving; 
he takes the wrong Way, for the right; 
forſakes/the Trath, and follows after Lies ; 
and his Heart grows fo. hard, ſq impene- 
trable to. all Religious Impreſſions ;- that 
the Terrour of God's Judgments, the Fegr 
of the laſt great Account, the Dread-;of 
that irreveriible-Sentence\, which the Go- 
ſpel hath recorded ig: Texas { full of Hor- . 
; : rour 5 ' 


every May's great Concers. 10 © 
Tour; Thoſe piercing Eyes that ſearch the 
darkeſt Corners of the Heart ; That Light *! 
from which nothing is hid 5 That inflexible 7} 

Juſtice of a Judge upon whom no diſguiſe *' 
can paſs; and All thoſe awakening, or ra- 
ther aſtoniſhing, Conſiderations, which the 
Chriſtian Faith repreſents to us, are utter- 
 1yloſt, and can have no effeQ, upon him. 
He is deaf to the Calls of his own Conſci- 


ence, which frequently ad and re- 
minds him of his latter net. by Odoct | 
given from without. For every Creature, * * 
and what happens to each of them, 'are 6 
many Mouths opened to warn Man, that 
He, like Them, muft die, and quickly 
. Change. The mighty Revolations'in/fgreat 
Fortunes and Families; The ſurpriſing Diſs - 
races of Perſons in the higheſt Poſts 5 The :;; 
ys End we frequently ſee made by _ 
obſtinate and profligate Wretches ; The: 
ſudden Sweeping away of Sinners, by which .- 
God ſpeaks to os, as by 'fo many Iaſtrw». *' 
ments of his Wrath -and Indigaation, to 
fright vs into better Manners, and callus 
back to our Duty , when the ſofter Voice 
of his Love and Kindneſs hath been neg- 
teted and deſpiſed ; Theſe are ſo many 
Waraings; And yet we-turnthedeaf Eat .: 
even to theſe, And what hope then is there 2} 
_ that = Bodo, may. _ __ 
ve any efficacy upon tuch Peop ay, J 
we are {o uabappy as 'to-adbuſe thoſe va "I 
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22 SALVATION: 
| Afliſtances' he affords us, on purpoſe to 
prevent our ruine. In a word, wecannot 


 * endure Ignorance\, and eſteem it -a Re- 


proach. in any fort of Buſineſs, but this 
; neceſſary one; We affe& to know every 
|  &hing but the Darkneſs of our own Minds 
| and that we will not be made ſenſible of, 
” | becauſe we Love and are Loath to Mend 
it. ;+1:-) 
This indeed is the Khird Degree of Mens 
Folly in the general Ignorance and Diſre- 
gard of their Salyation, and the Methods 
proper for obtaining it. And no queſtion, 
This is an Aggravation much more deplo- 
rable than both the former. | For if it be 
an Unhappineſs to be Blind, to be fond 
of: that Blindneſs is the very Extremity of 
Unhappineſs. Now the Sinner is pleaſed 
with this wretched Condition , becanſe it 
conceals his Miſery from him : Darkneſs is 
therefore loved, becauſe his Deeds are Evil; 
and Light hated , becauſe it would make 
very unwelcome Diſcoveries, by ſhewing 
him the Errour of his Ways. He declines 
acquainting himſelf with the Judgments of 
God, becauſe This Contemplation would 
urge him to Amendment of Life, agd ob- 
lige him to break off. the wicked Courſe 
of 'his ſenſual Delights, ,. And therefore 
Thoughts upon'ſo ſeripys'\a/Subjeft are not 
for his purpoſe. He concerns not himſelf, 
how Matters go in another State , oy + 
C | e 


IVY 
theſe Enquiries ſhould rolvbine of bs Fr 
Sweets of this. Such Ignorance is 2B 
a choſen for the ſake of -that- thick Veil 
it puts before Mens Eyes, which keeps the 
gaſtly Objeas of Death and Eteraity out of 
_ Sight. By- the Help of This it is, that the 
Sinner ſtiflesall the good Motions and ſound 7 
Reaſonings, which Faith and _ n 'are 7 
apt to excite in his Heart ; This he 4% 
gets looſe from that Bs Bi Can- :} 
tion, which is the natural Reſult of a ſtri& 
impartial Account to be rendred to ou 
for the whole Condu& of our Lives 
thus he ſets himſelf free from all Gar of of \ 
preſent Ills, and all the Uncertaiaty of 
will become of him hereafter ; Thup think- | 
ing of: nothing but Living here hout 7 
mingling any Thoughts of Death with ug 4 
RefleQtions, he aBh in full Agr t A A 
his Principle; forms to himſelf af E 
pineſs, reſulting from the -Enjayment.. of ' 
. Worldly Advantages ;' the —_ Lace * 
all the lea of true Happineds i in another = 
- World. | And thus ' he. falls, -: by ; degrees, 
from one Errour: to another, tumbles from -; 
Precipice to Precipice ;\ and becomes ; d iy 3 
more incurably blind and ſcalleſs. 'His uy 4 
is ſo deep, fo. pid, that Nothing,can awa- 
ken him. For as Every, thing hath a;Mouth  : 
and Arguments for Goodneſs, to- a belie- -: 
ving and well-diſpoſed Chriſtian ; ; fo, ue 
hen obſtinate agd ——_ Every ti 


= 
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74 SALVATION 
is dumb, and the loudeſt Calls are loſt upon 
ſuch Wretches. | 
But the.extravagant Folly and Madneſs 
of this Condition will yet more clearly ap- 
pear, if we ſuffer our ſelves to refle& a 
little upon the Pains Chriſtians are at to 
deſtroy themſelves, in deſpight of all that 
Jeſus Chriſt hath done to ſave therg, Bleſſed 
God! Afﬀter our Chains are burſt, and all 
| the Fetters of our Captivity broken to pie- 
| ces; when the Lamb is ſlain, and Sin de- 
ſtroyed by the Sacrifice of him; when the 
Hand-writing of Death againſt ns is can- 
| celled and nailed to the Croſs, and Recon- 
cihation between God and Man ſo ſolemnly 
ratified im the preſence of all the World ; 
when we are tranſlated into the Condition 
\.of God's Children, and have his Kingdom 
ſetled for our Inheritance ; ſhall All This 
'be thrown away upon us? and do we ruine 
_ our ſelves as effeRually, as if no-part of it 
had ever been done in our behalf? Baptiſm, 
which gives all the glorious Hopes that can 
belong to Perſons adopted by God , by 
ſtripping us of our Old Man, and renewing 


- | 1s tn the Spirit of the Inner Man; The 


Death of our Mediator , The unfpeakable 
Riches of his Mercy; The Sacraments, 
thoſe Pledges of His Love and Our Com- 
fort; All ſignifie nothing 20 out advan- 
tage, by reaſon of our dreadful 'Abuſe of 
theſe Sacred Things. And what prodigi- 
ous 


ena Mais grant Condery, us - 
ous Blindaeſs is-this , to Rifle fo great 7; 
Grace, and ſtand it out againſt ſtrong # © 
Light! for Chriſtians are the Only Per- | 
ſons, to whom this Kingdom of Heaven 
| hath been promiſed or declared. The Law 7#:; 
of Grace, that pure, that holy- Law, 'un- ® 
known to the reit of the World, it is Our - 
Privilege to have revealed, and its Myſte- 7 
ries diſcovered to Us; To Us the Power- 
ful Motives of Eternal Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments have been propoſed; We are 
that choſen Seed, that holy Nation, that pecye- 
liar People, mentioned by St. Perer, 1 Pet. ii. 
The Childrer of Promiſe, as Iſaacwas, . Gal. iv. 
nay, much more than that very ſat, who 
yet 15 ſaid to keve been born after the Sporty: 
The Circumſtances of the Age we-live 
in are yet a farther Aggravation 'of- this 
Wickedneſs and Folly. Religion is now ih 
a flouriſhing Condition ; - The Church'ia 
outward .Peace .and Profperitys | Our-Prin- 
ces make Profeſſion of the ſame Faith:: The | 
Nameiof Ghriſtian is a Title had in great 2: 
and general-Eſteem; and the Perfons who 7 
calls themſelves by'it are in the tt 1 
Poſts of Honour and Power; and yet we 
ow Roman mother in tho midſt *; 
eſe Advaiitages, .by that very Enemy, 
whom the Ptimitive Chriſtians.vunquiſhet, - 
4n defpight of} .ontward- Confiits and 'bit- | 
ter Perſecntions..'/They readred their Faith 
trumphant.ia Friddom, and Tortuwres 'and ; 
js Deaths; - 
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4 8 18k ant nes 
16:8 Deaths + we tantly ſabmit and yield the 
F; Frize, when nothing+of all this: threatens 
| Our Advantages do us. no ſervice, be- 
Jenks in the midſt of ſuch mighty! Encou- 
ragements, ſuch holy Laws, ſuch ſovereign 
Remedies, we part\with our Crown , and 
plainly give it up,, by a Converſation ſui- 
table 'to the CharaQer :of. ſuch. only, as, 
whatever they may pretend , yet in realli- 
ty, believe not one word of: all the wom- 
drous Things done by Chrift for the Salbva- 
tion of Mankind. We look upon the Life 
to come, as a hazardous and .uncertain 
Thiog,,-and the Mapner of our Serving 
| wee Eon confeſſes, ' that wei Entertain 
| "Expeatious of getting any thing 


16a "this Blindneſs owing to oor Pride ? 
Or, does the Corruption' of our- Manners 
3 mer ſtupifie us? _ ws _ it, mo 
{_ welavedrunk thisCup oft Slum pu 
; Mn beidn - ro neoue a rear So 
= n beidgour ? 
b, a " to'ns, ; that: — ay rs 
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| or Lie rifle away our Time 
a! | -houghts in. the.;vain: :iebres: af the 
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our Faith and Religion ? They will be apt 


to inferr our true Perſwaſion from the ge- Þ 


neral Strain of our Actions and Deſigns, 
much rather than from our Words and bare 
Profeſſions. They will very hardly be per- 
ſwaded, that Men who live and proje&t 
at this rate, look upon themſelves to be 
Strangers only and Pilgrims upon Earth. 
Certainly, were This our Opinion in 17 
earneſt, we ſhould not be ſo mighty fond 
of ſtaying here; but well content to take 
ſome Pains about Heaven, if our Hearts 
end Hopes were really there. Thus they 
are confirmed in their Unbelief and Irreli- 

jon, by that immoderate Zeal for the pre- 


m- MOREY Hon of this World, 


they obſerve, in Mea of a Principle, 
which teaches them to deſpiſe theſe, and 
ſeek things to come. The firſt Chriſtians 
were guilty of no ſuch Inconſiſteacies. 
W hea they once pretended to govern them- 
- ſelves by this Principle, they did got only 


take the ſpoiling of their Goods patiently, but 


even abandoned them of their owa accord ; 
ſold their Eſtates, and laid them at the A- 


poſtles Feet ; diſtributed to their Brethren, | 
and reſerved to themſelves no Property in 2: 
any Poſſcſſions here below ; for the mighty 1 


great Eſtates, looking out for Settlement S 3] ” 
and the like, how is it to be expeRted, that 
they ſhould believe what we tell them of "3 
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09 ens, and glorious Idea's of a Treaſure 
| Eternal, and that more enduring Subltance, 
| Which the Goſpel had promiſed them in the 

7 Heavens. 

Laſtly, The Extravagance of this Neg- 
le& appears yet more unaccountable, if to 
the wretched Conſequences attending it, 
(which I ſhall not here inſiſt upon particu- 

' larly) we add that Other Conſideration, 
"that it is ſo perfe&tly unprofitable to the 
Perſons indulging it. For can it be imagin- 
ed, that the Senſual Man, in throwing off 
theſe Obligations of providing for the Soul, 
makes the wiſer choice for his own Safety 
and Advantage, when he labours to caſe 
himſelf of the Cares, which ſo important 
/ | a Concern ought in all reaſon to give him ? 
' Ts that Peace, which the World promiſes, 
more certain. to be attained, or more ſolid 
and ſtable in the Fruition, than that which 
God indents for ? Are the Laws of Paſſion 
more gentle and eaſfie to be ſubmitted to, 
than thoſe of Reaſon and Equity ? Does a 
Man ſpeed better by that Confidence he re- 
poſes 1n the vain Hopes of earthly Advan- 
tages, and all the ſubtle ProjeQs of fleſhly 
Wiſdom ? Is this a ſurer Defence againſt 
. Accidents, or can we by it ſecure to our 
ſelves the Events of what we undertake ? 
: Will this keep a Man's Mind more quiet, 
| | and ſet him at reſt with regard to thoſe 
* | things, whoſe Conſequences are of wy 
| VLOn- | 


 * every Mars great Concern, to) il 
Concern ? Will Death by this Means ſparge®” 7 
him one Moment longer, or that Term ol 
Years appointed for the Sinner , flacken \ 
their Pace one whit? No, no; The moſt 
exquiſite Humane Prudence cannot proving oP 
our Lives one Minnte, beyond the Peri W. 
fix'd above. Death is the unavoidable Y 
Determination of all earthly Power and 
Greatneſs. This empty Figure of a World, 
which now dazles our Eyes with its Splen- 
dour, ſhall ſhortly diſappear like a Vaponr. 
All the Pride of Humane Wiſdom muſt va- 
niſh as a Tra&t of Smoak , be reduced to a 
Handful of Aſhes, and a confuſed Heap of 
Duſt and Rubbiſh. And then the World- Þ 
ling, who hath drudged on a Number of 
Years under the Yoke of his Paſſions, and 
been a Slave to his Appetite and inordi= = 
nate Aﬀections, will find nothing in him- 
ſelf but a vaſt Vacuity, and extreme Indi- 
gence of all ſubſtantial Comforts. » 
Where -will then the Advantage be .of 
his liſtening ſb readily to the Flatteries of 
the World, and continuing fo obſtinately 
deaf to the Promiſes of God ! Them ſhall 
the Proud and Vain take up the wiſe Man's - 
Lamentation, (Wiſa. v. 8, 9.) What bath *; 
Pride profited ws? or what good have Riches® |; 
with our Vaunting brought us ? ' All thoſe things 
. are paſſed away like a Shadow; they are" gone 
in an inſtant; and no fign of them us to he found: 
It will thea be to no mapner of purpoſe ts :! 
s % . take 


'1 
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take into their +xjigy that inſolent Boaſt, 
, on Frrentione by 1/gab, (Ch: xxviii. 15.) We 
" made-.« Covent with' Death, and with 
$f _ we. at Agreement ;- When the orerflaw+ 
Pr, ing Scourge ſhall pa through, it ſhall not come 
= wntd us; for we bave made Lies owr Refa 
ij and under Falſhood have we bid our ſelves. Dor 
&- do. but obſerve what follows, (Verſe 18:) 
Thus ſaith the Lord, Tour Covenant with Death 
ſhall be diſannulled, and your Agreement _ 
Hell ſhall not ſtand, When the over 
Scourge ſhall paſs through, then ye ſhall =p 
den down by it, In very deed, The utmoſt 
Power of Man is much too feeble to ſecure 
us againſt the Indignation of a proyoked 
+ | | God; a God, from whom'nothing can be 
”. hid; a God, whom. no Strength can with- 
' | ſtand. The Sinner, which placed his-Truſt 
- _ InGreat is- brought. down; The Pro- 
tetion he upon, is confounded 
and loſt ; This Fe Duſt and Aſhes, is 
blown away with kf the Almigh- 
"e- br vbe —_ ogra no Saber kn' 
rhe Spoiler ceafet Oppreſſors are 'cor! 
and that infolent Worm which to Day lifts 
up his Head, ſhall to Morrow be trodden 
x under Foot, 'and cruſ'd to pieces, : [Fhis 
'- Us the Fate' of all Them, who labour to E- 
| vyade the Seyerity of the Divine. Jaſtice,. by 
baniſhing from their Thoughts, and wiping. 
out of their -Hearts , all thoſe wholeſom: 
2nd religion Imprefliiogs, which. Faith: mY 
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left enaravel thers, * '': 
of ther Salvation. -- + * 00M 6ED | 
Let not Us then, who ao at vilye 
our ſelves, but'I hopereally are; 
follow theſe Erronrs,'  tonmon- 
wretched Men; Let us notlend any Ear'tos 
that falſe Wiſdom of the World, | whithy | 
would Uraw us off from the Senſe and Con 
ſideration of our Duty ; nor be ſo cre to» 
our” felyes, as in Complement and-indi-: 
ſrreet Fondneſs for or Bodies, to ruine:- 
our Souls. - Let us aſfare our- ſelves," that / be: 
the greateſt and molt fatal of all Follies, My J 
that of neg] that moſt important Af- & 
fair, our Eternat Satvation;- | -. 
mo conſult that, without which all our 6 * 
Learning is in! truth no better than 1 
rance : .Let.us draw away. this Veil B 
before our Eyes, which intercepts our Pro- 2 
fpe& of Heaven, and break in ſnader"the 
Bands, which: faſten 1s down: to: Rurth ; 
Let us with Fear and Trem Jook-dor-. ..< 
ward upon the Conſequences” of this mo-" 
mentous' Aﬀairyz conliderin; with). gwtyf 
Fear the Deſigns of God toward: us with.” 
regard to our ENTY greg Af _—_ | 
mining with Trembl 
that lyes Hor Bain. 2 
any part of Thaty- Thich | his "vi " 
made neceſſaryi:to 'be.. os 
onr Salvation... i wart. ette £04 
nd in our! 'preſent-U ned 
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6; > et us free from thoſe fatal Inchantments, _ 
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# hich diſpoſe us to value the Creature more 
than the Creatour; and to lay out our 


'* // Love and Pains upon a frail and ſhort Life, 


” 1) rather than One which can never decay, 


never have an end; let us try to find out 
the bitter Spring, and true Original of 


"4 this dangerous Ignorance z That ſo, by 


diſcovering the Root of our Diſeaſe, we 
may be the better able to apply proper Re- 


' medies. And the making this Diſcovery 1 


{| he finds himſelf but very coldly affected 


deſign ſhall be the Buſineſs of my Second 
Chapter. 


th 
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The Cauſe of this ſo general Blindneſs 
and Ignorance in the Buſineſs of Salva- 
tion: and What may bet Prevent and 


Care it. | 


ds 


Ty M An, ſince his m__ is fo wretchedly 


ignorant and feeble, that he is ex- 
treamly in the dark concerning his own 
true Advantage. And, as he hath but little 
Knowledge left to underſtand, fo. hath he 
yet lefs Inclination to purſue it. - For the 
Byaſs to Corruption, which is now became 
natural; draws ſo ſtrongly downward. that 


with 


"every Maw grew Cancers. 
with hopes of Heaven. All the Judgme 
he forms to himſelf are falſe, becanſe 
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Maxinis of the Fleſh, which are the only # 


Meaſures he goes by, are manifeſtly ſo. He 
miſtakes Good for Evil, and Evil for Good ; 
Poyſon for Phyſick , and Phyſick for Poy- 
ſon ; and his whole Condud is one conti- 
nued Errour. | His Notions and Deſigns 
are all worldly, and this is the cauſe. that 
none but ſenſible ObjeRs affe&t him. He 
thinks nothing Real'and Certain, but what 
is Preſent; All to come after Death paſſes 
for an imaginary Dream ; and he cannot 
apprehend any thing ia all. thoſe Revela- 
tions which Faith hath made of a diſtag6 
and eternal State, This is that Carnal Man; 
ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, (1 Cor. > 
who cannot «nderſkend the Things of God, 
becauſe they are Fookiſhnef unto hins, Mind 
is ſo debauched by his prefeat Bliadgeſs, 
that he thinks all thoſe, who differ from bin 
in Opinion, no better than Fools and Mad- 
men. The Wiſdom: which makes Salva- 
tion its great and only Care, paſſes for Bi- 
gottry. of weak Minds ; poor Wretch 
who know no better, than to abandon A 


other Concerns for this One. His Heart - 


configes it ſelf within -the Condition of 
Mortality, and hath no regard at all to a- 
ny thing beyond it. And all that Power 
of the ar on, which was put on in Bap- 
Liſi ,, is of litt] 
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3p j ens him with a juſt Apprehenſion of. . 
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ot really Good and Evil Things'of this and 
© - another Life. | ”- 
61} Thus he goes wrong, becauſe he knows 
not what Way he ought togo. He deviates 
into Evil , through Ignorance what Is tru- 
ly Good : He continues ignorant of Hea- 
venly Things, becauſe. he attends to none 
but Earthly : : And hath no regard for Sal- 
vation, becauſe he hath no Idea of the great 
Importance this is of to him. His Under- 
ſtanding is full of Falſhood and Miſtake, 
becauſe his Inclinations are wholly upon 
the World. . And they, who, according to 
the Apoſtle, mind Earthly Things, cannot . 
poſſibly have their Thoughes and Converſation 
im Heaven, - This ſecms to be the firſt Cauſe 
of Mens Ignorance and NegleQ, in the 
great Concern of Salvation. 
II. The Second proceeds from want of 
Faith, by which Men have but very weak 
and faint Perſwaſions of another Life ; and 
from thence' a Diſeſteem | of the Recom- 
nce God hath prepared: for them that 
| love and ſerve him diligently. The Mind 
of Man is too groſs, clearly to conceive the 
Value of that hidden Treaſure mentioned 
and recommended to us.in the Goſpel. . 
Thoſe glorious Hopes of an everlaſting *: 
Kingdom, make but flight/Impreſſioas upon: - 
the Heart of moſt Chriſtians, becauſe they 
cannot frame a 'foll and adequate _— of - 
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every May's great Concern. 2  Þþ 
hem. They are apt to jou, whether 'Þ.../ 
here be any fuch Gig, becat 'they can» 
not : enter into the whole Myſtery of: it. 
\nd the Deſigns of God for the Giory and 
Zenefit of his Ele& are ſo profound, "the 
reatneſs of his Promiſes ſo unſpeakable, 
he Wiſdom of his Judgments fo incompre- 
enfible ; that to'ſenſual and carnal Minds, 
he very Excellence of theſe Things proves 
an hindrance and diſadvantage. omar; bs 
he wiſe Man obſerved in another Caſe, 
IWifd. xvii. 1.) unnurtured Souls have erred, 
and deſpiſed thoſe Hopes, which they know 
ot how to give themſelves a clear and 
iſtin& account of. Faith is unactive'and + 
aſleep, or rather extinQ, in their Hearts; 
he little Glimmerings: of it that remain 
are too faint and feeble, to: guide Men"in 
a Life, which in compariſon is no better 
han the Shadow of Death. To'this Weak= 
eſs of Faith the Inſenſibility of. Mankind ©; 
a their great Afﬀair is very much owing; I 
decauſe the very Greatneſs and Conſ ce b 
df that Afﬀair is what they have no juſt No- 
ion of, Hence they give away Pleaſures 
hat laſt for ever, for thoſe which periſh 
n the uſing, and die in a moment z*They 
xchange their Title to a heavenly Inheri- - 
ance, for ſome coptemptible Advantage 
pon Earth; They fall iato the ſame Ex-Þ 
rayagance, with that fooliſh Elder Brq- 
her z -who, not A the For 
hh : | ji 


26 | SALVATION | 
' of his| Birthright , ſold it for « Meſs of Pots 

e, (Gen. xxv.) and loſe the Prerogative 

that\Divine Birth, and Adoptton, cons 
ferr'd upon them ia Baptiſm. If rhou knew» 
efF the Gift of God, ſays the Saviour of the 
World, to the Woman of Semarie, (John 
iv.) and the Value of that Water, which 
is a living Well ſpringing up nato Life E- 
ternal, thon would'ſt no longer thirſt after 
the foul and common Water of this World; 
The firſt Step of Chriſtian Prudence is to 
give Men a Diſreliſh of all temporal and 
- corruptible Advantages. This ſhews them 
the Uncertainty, the Emptineſs, and Uns 
profitableneſs of thoſe Things, which uſe 
to poſſeſs our Aﬀecions ; and undeceives 
them, by experimental Proofs how falſe and 
flattering theſe ExpeQations are, This 
ſhews ns, that what Men reap hereafter 
will be the ſame 1a kind and proportion, 
with what they: ſow here : and that as He 
wha ſowerh to his. Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 
Corruption, ſo none but they who now ſow 0 
ehe Spirit, ſhall then of che Spirit reap Life 
Everlaſting, (Gal. vi. 8.) 

Another Effet of this Chriſtian Pru- 
dence, is the Teaching| a Reliever to walk 
while be bath Light ;, to Quicken him in his 
Buſineſs ; Urging and Spurring him for=; 
ward to du the utmoſt he is capable of, 
becayſe the Day of God''draws'on apace;y; 
And the Nigit will ſhortly overtake us in 


which. 
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which n0 Man can __ where _ 
nity depends upon a fey Moments, there 
is os Time to ſpare, not one of thoſe Mo- 
ments can with fafety be loſt. Such a one 
therefore does not put off his Repentance 
to a Death-bed; He knows that the beſt 
and moſt pious Men find it exceeding diffi= 
cult to keep their Mind intent upon God, 
when it is oppreſs'd with the heavy Burs - 
den, either of Age and its Infirmities, or 
of any violent Sickneſs and Aﬀiaion. But 
the Man. who 1s weak in Faith, continues 
inſenſible of theſe things, and makes no 
fuch uſeful RefleRtions. He forgets and 
difregards while ' he is in Health , + and, 

en he is Sick, he finds himſelf nnable te 
pirſue them , though he wonld never fo 
fain., And thus Men often go out of the 
World without any- true Senſe of another 
Life : Becauſe Faith is the only Principle, 
which can inſpire them with ſuch a Senſe, 
and this is darkned and in a manner quite 
quenched within the carnal Heart. What 
wonder then if they go aſtray, whv Nei- 
ther think, nor kaow., whither they' are 
going ? For if the Light that « in thee be 
Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs ? ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour, (Matth. vi. 23.) | 

HI. A Third Cauſe of this Blindneſs is 
Prefumption. For, beſides the natural Ef- 
fe& of Pride to darken the Mind , God 
oes, by way of juſt Oy take plea- 
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Jure in diſcovering his Secrets to the Weak 
and Humble; and in hiding them from the 
Proud and Wiſe -in their own Conceitsz 
thus making his: judicial Darkneſs a Judge 
ment for their Haughtineſs of Soul. Hh 

lets the One ſort into thoſe Myſteries, 
which are kept ſealed and lock'd up from 
the Other. He takes from the Vain that 
zuſt Value for Eternity, | which he gives to 
the Mean and Poor in Spirit z| and 1s Colle 
tent to be found of Them only, who ſeek 
him with a pure and lowly Heart. Itis to 
xery little purpoſe, that we tell a proud 
Man of thoſe glorious Rewards propoſed 
1n the Goſpel. He ſees not with an Eye of 
Faith, becauſe Pride hath blinded his Sight, 
The Humble only is throughly touched with 
that Awe of the terrible Judgment of God, 
4 bich perhaps may ſtun and amaze the 
Proud, but makes no profitable Impreſſion 
upon him, And the Blindneſs, which ſuch 
A one hath voluntarily bronght upon, him- 
Jelf, being thus doubled by | the pleaſure 
God takes in abandoning ſuch Perſons, the 
falls the deeper by all his Attempts to exalt 
himſelf higher. And |the End of him at 
Jaſt is That of the Rebcllious Angel, that 
. Father of Pride , who, when he boaſted, 
that be would ſer bu T hrone above the Stars of 
God, was even then brought down to Hell, "nl 
thruſt into the bottomleſs Pit , (ſe. ti 
$3; 195-) p22 2 
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IV. A Fourth Cauſe of this SpirituaF 
Blindneſs, is a Corruption of Heart,. pro- 
ceeding from too great a Fondnefs for the 
World. For the World bewitches Mens 
Minds with ſpecious Ontfides and fair Pro- 
miſes, and dazles them with a Counterfeit- 
Shine of its glaring Vanities. And whe 
a Man is once intoxicated with this Charm,. 
the Underſtanding is darkned, the Afﬀe- 
ions are perverted, Truth and Snbſtance 
are foregone for Shadows ; The trifling 
Concerns of the World employ all his Time 
and Pains; he lives, as if he were never to 
die, and falls into an abſolute Forgetful- 
neſs of God. For (as the Apoſtle very 
truly obſerves) the: Friendſhip of this World 5” 
Enmity again## God , (James iv.'4.) And 
thus Life: runs off in extreme Negle&; and 
horrible Contempt. of Heaven and Salva» 
tion. The firſt and tenderer Years are full 
of Levity and Folly, Extravagance and Paſ- 
fron. The next Stage is expoſed to An- 
_xiety and Diſcontent ; and the Intervals, 
which Pleaſure and Diverſion give to theſe, 
fly over his Head ſwiftly and without any 
Thought. Then comes Old Age, which, 
like Ice, chills and freezes up all the Vi- 
gour and Sprightlineſs of our Faculties ; 
And after being teazed and tired out with 
Cares, which are good for nothing, but 
to diſtra@ and cut one's Heart to the quick, 
we waſte away at laſt in fruitleſs Deſires of 
: C 3 _ Peace 
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Peace and Quiet ; and feed our ſelves with 
fond Imaginations of a Happineſs never to 
be attained. I mention not at preſent the 
Inſignificance of all that Buſtle and Buſineſs 
Men engage in, whoſe werghtieft Aﬀairs are 
5n truth but meer Trifles ; Though this be a 
fore Aggravation of their Miſery ; that in 
fuch fruitleſs Cares as theſe, Men ſquander 
away that precious Time, given. them by 
God for nobler Purpoſes ; and lengthened 
out, that they may make their heavenly In« 
beritance more ſure. Nor will I here enlarge 
upon the Vanity and Delicacy, of the Fed 
male Sex eſpecially ; who ſeem ſo totally 
devoted to that One Care of rendring them« 
'felves agrecable to the World, that we can 
fearce difcover what Portion of their Time 
15 left for working out their Salvation. The 
unreafonable Partiality , they expreſs for 
their Bodies, does but too loudly ſpeak 
their Crnelty and want of Concern for 


their Souls. Nothing indeed draws off a - 


Man's Mind more from attending to the 
Bnſigeſs of Salvation, than the immoderate 
Aﬀecion for the World, which loads him 
with all the Incumbrances of Life, and 
makes him ſink under the Burden. And, 
under ſuch Oppreſſion, it 1s nat eake to 
conceive, how a Mind ſhould enjoy that 


Freedom , which is necdllary, |to- purſue 
Heavenly Things. An Inſtance whereof we - 


ſce in the People of 1/rac! ,, who cond not 


hearken 
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hearken to Moſes, nor at all comfort them-: 
ſelves with a Proſpe&of the Land he promiſ- 
ed them from God. by reaſon of that exceed- 
ing hard Toil, and Dejettion of Spirit, to 
which their egyptian Bondage had reduced. 
them. How deaf, alas ! are Chriſtians in. 
like manner to all the Promiſes of another 
Life, when groaning under extremity of 
Want-, or ſome other very ſenſible and 
grievous Afﬀiition ? For the Soul of Man 
being in ſome degree enſlaved to his Body, 
and tenderly touched with all its Wants; 
when under a Load of Hardſhip from with- 
out, it turns readily to ſenſible ObjeQs, as 
| Remedies near at hand, but is not at lei- 
| ſure to raiſe it ſelf up to the Cantempla- 
tion of ſuch as are Remote and Eternal, Ja 
ſhort, by this wretched Inclination to the 
World, Men inſenſibly diſuſe themſelves 
from ſo much as thinking of their true, their 
| heavenly, Country, where the Hopes and 
Deſires of true Believers are fixed. Our 
Minds by this means are as it were invert- 
ed quite ; and that, which 1n its original 
Conſtitution was deſigned to be ever look- 
ing-up towards Heaven, is thus bowed 
down to Earth. For nothing diſpoſes Man 
to forget God ſo effeQually, as Fondneſs 
for the World; and nothing makes him 
cleave ſo cloſe to the World, as not know- 
ing the Nature of Things here below; and 
not remembring what thoſe are, which we 
- > i 4 are 


2» YY Y » 0 6 ES 2 a 


32 SALVATION. Pe, 
are commanded to expect hereafter. So 
that in truth a Man throughly poſſeſs'd 
with the Spirit of this World will foon be 
involved in the very Blackneſs of Dark- 
neſs; Darkneſs ſo groſs, that not one Ray 
of heavenly Light will be able to preſerve 
it ſelf alive, for the healing his Blindneſs, 
and recovering him to a Senſe of his Duty 


again. 
V. The Fifth Cauſe is a certain Cowar- 
dice and Tameneſs of Son], which is apt to 
recor upon the leaſt Difficulties. Inſtead 
of a Mind firm and reſolv'd enough to fore- 
£0 the Preſent, and keep our Eyes and 
Hopes upon the Future only : Inſtead of that 
Gallantry, which ſhould raiſe vs above the 
things that are ſeen, and aſpire to thoſe 
excellent Advantages only, which are di- 
ſtant and unſeen; which ſhould ſhut. our 
Eyes againſt all Conſiderations of worldly 
Intereſt ; adore and depend upon a God, 
who dwells in Light, inacceſſible, otherwiſe 
than through'the dark Glaſs of Faith ; which |. 
ſhould ſerve a Maſter diligently, from whom 
we expec our Wages in another Life only ; 
ſhould continue deaf and inſenſible to all 
thoſe ſecret SatisfaQtions, by which the Plea- 
ſure we feel in the Practice of Virtue is apt 
to exalt us; and not to! court the Pralle 
and 'good Opinion of Men, though we do 
nothing but what deſerves to be commend-. 
ed; Inſtead, I ſay, of all this Chriſtian 
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Gallantry, which ſhould ſapport and ani- 
mate us in the conſtant Profeſſion and vi- 
gorous Pradtice of a Religion ſo pure and 
holy as Ours; and in eyery AQior of- our 
Lives demonſtrate that new Spirit which 
Baptiſin endued us with; We ſuffer our 
ſelves to be diſcouraged in doing well by 
every idle Imagination; form to our ſelves 
unneceſſary Terronrs ;' and every Real Ob-- 
ſtruction we magnifie, and run away from. 
This continual War,' which a-Man is enga- 
ged in with himſelf, wfPes the ſtouteſt 
of usall; and the narr umble Way of 
the Goſpel ſeems too rough and hard for' 
the Chriſtian to ſubmit to, who repoſes his' 
Confidence mn his own Virtue, We dege- 
nerate by degrees into'that wretchell mrf- 
giving Temper of the old 7/raclires, who 
ſuffered their Hearts to fail, upon the di- 
ſtant diſagreeing Reports of the Dangers 
and Difficulties, which were ſaid to await 
their Paſſage into- the Land of Promiſe; 
- Thus the feeble « minded ' Chriſtjan' gives? 
way-to 'falle Impreſlions, 'and ſinks under. 
the formifable Idea's of Vertue and Salvi- 
tion'; tfembles at the Sword, which' giz" 
vides befween the Fleſh and Spirit ; 'eſteems! 
the 'watchfuF Guard ' over himſelf and :all 
his-AQions'an' impraRticable Duty; add& 
refolyes the glorious Things, ſpoken of 'a- 
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34 SALVATION F. 
Soul, he labours for falſe Reaſons, invents 
pitiful Excuſes, and would put upon us with 
wretched Pretences, to conceal the oges 
neracy of Spirit. And thus he falls by de-. 

rees from: being diſcouraged into Diſtruſt 

rom thence into Deſpair'; from deſpair- 
ing to obtain, into a total diſregard. and 
forgetfulneſs of, Salvation ; of which he: 
entertains no farther Notions , than ſuch. 
as, repreſent it, as a thing, either Roman- 
tick 1g it ſelf, and above the Power of any 
Man to attain; or. at leaft ſo much Supe-. 
nour to His Abilities, that it| is by no 
means. poſſible. for Him ever to come up- 
to it. | 

VI. A Sixth Source; from whence this 
general. Blindneſs and Ignorance in Spiri- 
tual Concerns flows, 1 take to be a ſort of 
InſeaGbility in Matters relating to Heaven. 
and a.Fnture State. What may be the par-. 
cular Occaſion of things of this kind af- 
feting us ſo very little , |is not. eaſie poſi-- 
tively to determine ; But plain it is, that 
things at,hand give us a very tender Con-- 
cern.,, while thoſe at a diſtance ſcarce ob-. 
' tain one Thought from us. This may poſ-- 
ſibly be owing to a natural Levity of Tem-. 
per, which diſpoſes our Minds to great: 
Serionſneſs, nay even Perplexity of Thought, . 
bent britlng O pk while we nd. 
tt Ex ifficult to-fix them upon.Sub-, 
xs of. Weight. and. Confequence ; Or 
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may proceed from an intemperate Fondneſs 
for our own Perſons, which cannot away 
with RefleQivns ſa yery ſhocking, as thoſe 
of Death and our latter End:. Or it may 
be the Effet of Luxury and extreme Effe- 
minacy ; A Life that deals in nothing, and . 
Cal relith nothing, but Diverſion and Mer- 
riment, and Pleaſure. But be the Cauſe 
what it will, the Effe& is but too manifeſt, 
That, while we walk on by no other Gni- 
dance but that of a dark and carnal Prin- 
ciple, and ſhut_our Eyes againſt the better 
Suggeſtions of the Spirit, we lay aſide all 
Care for the Soul, and expend all upon the 
Body ; leave the Maſter in Captivity, to 
gratifie the Slave; beſtow our Thoughts 
upon the Aﬀairs in which Mortality, is. 
concern'd, and entirely neglect the. weigh» 
tier Matters of Eternity. For how Sedu» 
lous, how full of Contrivance do we ſee 
the Politician and buite Projector, to com- 
paſs his Ends, and þying his Schemes to 
bear ? What a perpetual Ferment of Mind 
is the ambitious Man- under to raiſe him- 
ſelf? What Diſquiets and- Diſtractions 1s -. 
the covetous Man coptent to endure for 
the fake of a little Wealth! And how 
many Shifts, and Doubles, and ſubtle Plots, 
does the Wiſdom of this World lay and 
employ in all jts Purſuits ; while every 
Proſpe& of a: Chriſtian, whoſe Ends alone 
ae noble, and the Effec of true Wi oy. 
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languiſh and die upon onr Hands ? For © 
wil indeed * the Men of this - 
fuls, pine ir. World ſet themſelves to think 
atius itli; per- of every thing with Induſtry _ 
as, 5 peo and Application , except of 
Urilia. Citins that only thing 8 which de- 
| 35m ons” Terves and would anſwer their 
Nos ad vitoam. Utmoſt Application. s How 
Bern, Ser. 1. de Comes this Spirit and Beha- 
RE 5 viour to prevail now, ſo con- 
trary to what we may obſerve reigning in 
Chriſtians heretofore ? Is it leſs our Du- 
ty or our Intereſt to work out our _ 
' tion, than it was theirs, © 

t Chryſofem in hom St. Chryſoſtom ſpeaks + 
_ fo affeRtionately; Who with- 

drew from the World into the moſt un- 
frequented Mountains and Deſerts, and 
choſe all the. Horrours of Solitude, that 
Converſation and the World might give 
no Interruption to their | holy Cares and 
heavenly Contemplations ? They watered 
their Beds with their Tears, from that aw- 
ful Dread of the laſt Judgment, with which 
their Hearts were poſleſſed, and the con- 
ftant View of. that Day of Trembling and 
Aſtoniſhment, when the Son of Man ſhall 
call Mankind to account for their Works : 
All which diſmal Scene Meditation kept 
conſtantly before their Eyes. In purſuance 
of this Refle&tion it was, | that thoſe good 
Men humbled their Souls, by or ſo 
> L E&- 
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effequally, and mortifying ſo very zea- 
louſly their Body and its Appetites, And _; 
are We ſo much more ſecure of eſcaping at {4 
that terrible Day, than They were, that » 
We are ſo' much at Eaſe ? Is Our Piety © 
greater in proportion as our Fears and 
Concern are leſs? Or is it not rather a 
ſort of Spiritual Stupidity, which'is proof 
againſt all Impreſſions of Goodneſs; And.a 
thick Night of Corruption, that clouds our 
Underſtandings, and obſtruas them from 
ſeeing things, as thoſe bright Patterns ſaw 
them? Let us at leaſt Bluſh and be out of 
Countenance, when Our Manner of Living 
is compared with theſe Devout Recluſes ; 
and if Their Example will not inſpire us 
with an equal Degree of Zeal, yet let it 
awaken us however out of our Sleep, ..and 
fet thoſe Powers and Aﬀections on work, 
which are grown cold and unaQtive, through 
this Spiritual Stupidity and Negle&. ©; 

In a word, The-Corruptions- of the 
World, The Frailty of our Fleſh:, The 
Common Infirmities, to which the Condi- 
tion and Accidents of Humane Life expoſe 
us, The Ignorance and Levity natural. to 27 
our Minds, The Errours and Extravagance * 
of our AﬀeQions; The Charms of Pro- 
pn and the Depreſſions of Adyerlity, 
(both which conſpire in weakning; the Prin- 
ciple of Faith in us) The falſe View of 


Humane Reaſon, and the igfiute Variety. 
Wah |. 
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33 SALVATION. 
of Contingencestn our Afﬀairs, furniſh ten 
thouſand Occaſions of this Spiritual Blind- 
neſs, and muft of neceſſity deſtroy us, were 
it not for that Antidote and Defence, that 
Support and Strength, which the Law of 
Jeſus Chriſt, , by ſuccouring and ſuſtaining 
vs with, does approve it ſelf indeed a. 
Well-ſpring of Eternal Life, in eyery one 
of our Hearts. And this, O my God, it 
mult be thy doing to render effecual : 
Thou, that makeſt Light to come out of 
Darkneſs, canſt alſo bring Knowledge out 
| of Ignorance, by commanding thy Grace 
to ſhine in our Miſery, and piercing our 
Hearts through with its enlivening. Beams ; 
Thou only canſt, in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, 
make thoſe to become Veſſels of tby Merey, 
which had deſerved to be Yefſels of Wrath 
and extreme Vengeance. And Thou wilt 
do it, provided we do Qur part; The firſt 
Step. whereof. is to conſider of what Con- 
uence this Aﬀeair is to us, which the 
Goſpel hath taken care to repreſeat as the 
Chriſtian's One Thing neceſſary. For nothing 
is more capable of quickening Mcu up to 
a dne Care for their Salyation, than the 
raiſing their Thoughts by degrees toward 
Heayen; and accuſtoming themſelves to 
form noble and worthy Idea's of that uvn- 
ſpeakable Reward, that infinite Happineſs, 
which God hath-prepared for them. This 
is the Only Remedy againſt that eng 
Een 
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Men are involved in upon the preſent Oc- 
caſion. Let us *therefore lahour for that - 
Heavenly Wiſdom, which may inſpire a 
Chriſtian with the ſame ardent Defires iv 
purſuit of his Treaſure in Heaven ,, which © 
we daily obſerve in Worldlings for their # 
periſhing Treaſures wpon Earth: Let us #«** 
not grudge to take as much Pains for the. 
Saving our Souls, as They do for the” Fil» 
liag their Bags and their Coffers: And; 
that we may the more eaſily vanquiſh all - 
thoſe Difficulties which attend us in our 2 
Way; let us ſtrengthen our ſclves-with a ! 
vigorous and lively Faith, which may ſcat- 
ter thoſe formidable Ide#'s, and fill ns with 
bright Aſſurances of that Crown, which 
God hath promiſed and deſigned from our 
very firſt ſetting out ; and which will-moſt- 
certainly adorn the Head of every one that 
ſtrives lawfully. For Faith is that Divin= 
Light, which opens' to ns that Immenſity of 
the Years of God's- Eternity, which David 
took care to keep perpetually in remem- 
brance, ( P/ſal. Ixxvii.) This drawsour Me- : 
ditations up to Heaven, and diſcovers tous * 
the Greatneſs and. Majeſty of that ——_ : 
God, who hath promiſed himſelf-to be qur 
Reward. Ina word, Faith can beſt conyince- *? 
us how very important this-Afﬀair is, and- 
which way it comes to be fo + The full Re- 
preſentation whereof, I:intend to make'the - 
WbjQ- of-my next Chapter... 3 
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| . Wherein the. Mighty Importance of hos 
 Aﬀair conſiſts. 2 


te He only Remedy to be applied for 

: Cure of that Evil Diſeaſe , of which 
we have been hitherto diſcovering the 
Symptoms and Cauſes , 1s bringing the . 
Chriſtian to a' right Senſe , what Conſe- 
quence this will he of to 'him. This is the 
Knowledge, which alone can be abſolutely 
neceſlary, and all other Sciences ought to 
be indifferent in his eſteem, becauſe they 
are 'of no ſervice towards ſecoring him a 
happy Eternity :* And certain' it: 18,” that” 
the more ſtrongly he is perſwaded of the 
Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of this Know- 
ledge, 'the more diligent he will be in the 
acquiring-it. But ſtill, let a Man's Appli- 
catich be never ſo great, yet in this Holy: 
Art 'there can but ſmall Progreſs be-made;' 
by them\who walk only by their own Light: 
The Underftanding of Man is mnch to60' 
ſhort-and feeble, to fathom the depth of 
this Secret; And therefore do Thou, 'O 
God, who alone canſt comprehend the 
Worth und Greatneſs of that Glory''pro- 
miſed to thy Faithful ' Servants, '40/ Thow 
fend down-a- Ray from above { Enlighten 


Chri- 


upon Earth ſo valuable, as may pretend to 


come in competition with -that of their 


Souls, and Eternity. | 
Now this Importance ſeems chiefly to 
manifeſt it ſelf by Three Conſiderations. 


Firſt, The ineſtimable Excellence of that | 


Glory which God hath prepared for the 
Saints, Mz 
Secondly, In the Extraordinary Methods 
he 1s pleaſed to make uſe of for the effecting 
our Salvation, | 
Thirdly, In the Terrible Conſequences 


of that Eternal Doom, upon which the 


whole Iſſue of our Afﬀairs at laſt maſt turg. 
To theſe I ſhall ſpeak particularly. Wj 


The Firſt is the Excellence of that Glory - I 
provided by God. For all the precious and :; 
moſt deſirable Things of this Wqrlg, are + 


no ,better than Droſs and Dung in com- 
pariſon , or rather, are by no means fit 


ſo much as to be named or CORO but bk 


it. The Holy Goſpel, which deſcri 

things as they are, and affe&s_.no arifol 
Exaggerations to magnifie them by, com- 
pares the Deſign of Proſecuting this Salva- 


tion, to a hidden Treaſure and a Kingdom ; : : 
Intimating, that a Man is truly -enriched 2! 


and becomes greater,; from the Inſtant of 
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every Mary great Concern. 4n 
Chriſtians cannot poſſibly have any Intereſt 
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this Kind, And that Prince in St, Zuke, 
who left his own Country |to conquer a fo- 
reign Kingdom, and take poſſeſhon of it 
1s (according to the Allegorical Style of 
the New Teſtament) a very lively Image 
of a Chriſtian ſetting his Thoughts and 
Aﬀections upon Heaven, Now, if the bare * 
Deſigns and Endeavours of Salvation have 
fomething in them ſo truly great, ſo highly 
valuable, what can we think of the Prize 
it ſelf which is thus purſued ? And of 
what Conſideratiog can any other Afﬀeairs 
be, when weighed againſt This, fince even 
the noblefi Projeas, and vaſteſt Attempts 
our Minds are capable of, muſt of neceſlity 
fink and be Þduried. in the Grave ? This 
World hath nothing dorable in it, except 
what tends to the .promoting of |this One 
Great Work : And whatever falls ſhort of 
Eternal, ought tobe of no great eſteem 
with Men who are: endued with Immorta 
Souls. The wife and honourable Men of 


this World have not always the juſteſt 


Notion3' of ſuch Matters. God imparts 
the Sweets of his. hidden Manna to meek 
and humble Souls; ſuch as he inſpires with 
a dve Value for: that incomprehenſible My- 
ftery, which he' hath not revealed to. the 
Proud. How happily was that eminent 
Martyr St. Ignatizs let into this Secret, 
when , upon his Condemnation to die 
for the Truth , he cried out fall of rap- 

q | ture, 


| every 5 Mas ja Concern. Wi 
ture, Now I begin to be a Chri- Linitdgls 7% 
tian. wideed , for I find in my © 
ſelf no Deſires fe of theſe Tem- - 
 poral Things that are feen. And 
thoſe Holy Saints, of whom 
the Book of Wiſdom ſpeaks, 
(Ch. iii.) had a true taſte of it, which made 
the firmneſs of their Courage ſhine ſo con- 
{ſpicuonfly in the midſt of Sufferings and 
Tormeats ; becauſe their Hope was full of 
Immortality. How comes it then to paſs, 
that our Zeal is ſo\aint and cold, in T ryals 3 
far inferiour to thoſe, in which the Strength I 
and Fervour of theſe good Mens Minds was _ ; 
ſo conſpicuous, ſo invincible ? What Hopes * 
had They,wrhich We have not equal Grounds 
rock Or aw ig 3, did: Their Re- 

en peoyor , Which Ours daes not affure 
Usof ? Is it not plain from this difference 
in our Behaviour , . that Faith, which en- 
flamed Their Aﬀe®tions, is cold and almoſt 
quite extinct in Our Breaſts. Let vs at leaf. 4 
endeavour to revive and kindle it afreſh; * 
by the conſideration of thoſe Circumſtan- ©: 
ces, which may aſfiſt ns in paſſing @ true 
Eſtimate upon that excellent Reward, which 
God hath promiſed and prepared for his 
Ele& under the Goſpel, 

But where ſhall I find Words large ne : 
expreflive enough to ſet forth/the : 
Heritage 'of the Children of 5 th 2 
G_— of that Kingdom, which eſta 3 
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”  bliſhedforever; the Vaſtneſs of that Trea- 
ſure, that does not only exceed, but include. 
all other Riches and Treaſures whatſoever; 
that Happineſs ſo pure, ſo ſtable, ſo fub- 
ſtantial, which the Prophet aſſures us, can- 
not fall within the compaſs of a Humane 
Underſtanding worthily to conceive them ? 
And certainly, if God have imparted ſuch 
* Beauty to Creatures, in-common eſtimation 
low and little; If he hath ſo admirably 
/ clothed the Lillies of the Field, and adorn- 
| ed our Gardens with ſuch exquiſite Art, as 
' the Scriptures take notice ( Marth. vi.) what 
Diſcoveries of his Goodneſs, muſt we in 
reaſon ſuppoſe will be made, when the in- 
finite Riches of his Almighty Power ſhall 
be diſplayed, to make Man compleatly 
happy ; Man, who is the Lord of the Crea- 
tureg here below, and the wondrous Maſter- 
piece of the Creating Wiſdom ? What a 
glorions Scene will open in that Day, when 
God, whom we at preſent can only ſee 
darkly through the Glaſs of Faith and 
this thick: Veil of Fleſh, ſhall exhibig him- 
ſelf freely to the Spirits of Juſt Men xyade 
rfec, and admit them to a. full fi 
ruition -of all his Beauty and 
How great muſt the Truth and $ 
needs be, whoſe Shadows are 
whoſe diſtant Figures are fo full of WWen- 
der ? For if ſome eminent Philoſophers 
have look'd for Happineſs in the _ 
N- 


2 


eviry. Man's ps c eas Fg j q Wes . 
Contemplation of the Heavens, /and other. ** 
beautiful Works of Nature, What __ 5 
ing Delights will overflow that Soul 
ſhall be admitted to: know , and ern 
converſe with Thee, our Great God? m4 I 
ſee the Secrets of Thy. Eſſence', and dive 
into that Abyſs of PerfeQion which Thou 
haſt —_ fit as yet to- place far. above 
out -of our light; 'to Frteen the infinite 
Froitfulneſsor that produQive Spirit, which 
is the Source of all thy: Emanations ; z 4nd 
underſtand the myſterious and now incom- 
prehenſible Deſigns, which at preſent. we * 
muſt be content- hnumbly to adore”in thy _ 
Providence and Government of theWorld? Þ 
And how tranſporting ſhalt be the Pleaſure 
of po polling che by virtue'of that Knowh k 
iedge, h- our i bleſſed -Saviour hath -:: 
taught ns: is Eternal Life, "and the oy 
thing in which the Happineſs of the Saitits || 
confiſts. Oh!t;Bleſfed fare is bar ney 
who, tired and ſick-of ;ftvll 4 
om of the Ores LY 


throw. himſelf into pock 
tour , and- there enjo Wo 
ty; likea ckilfaland py A. - mage Pilot, who | 4 
after being toſgd: with Storms at Sea, puts 4 
' into Port, and makes himſelf. nad Bp for } 
all the Harard and Trouble of his boiſte-": s 
rous Voyage ! . --- " 
Faro 6 that vaſt extent: of-tiro Hha- F 
_ mane Mind, which 5s the'trae,- the. diſtin * 
MT Inn of __ RT 
ce 
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' cellence, be fully ſatisfied. Then ſhall the 

-- natural Reſtleſneſs of Man's Deſires be 
compoſed and quieted ; which here ſeek 
Eaſe in vain, and aim at every thing, but 
can. find nothing able to content themy-- . 
His utmoſt Cravings ſhall then be anſwered, 
for God himſelf will be his exceeding great 
Reward. He will fill theſe moſt capacious - 
Souls of ours to the ful}, with the abun- 

* pl.n:i Jance of ms Perfections. * In 
quam :xp[#a- him they ſhall be ſare to find 
ws 4 Dee,vm all they can defire; And He 
Bern. Strm. ir. alone to Ls oy be All 
in cap. 1. Cant. jn All. They ſhall enjoy the 
open ore fame refined Delights With 
i2ſo fufficrevte God himſelf, And Joy fhall 

, then be the very Life and Soul 
| of this bleſſed Life. Every 
Subjet of this everlaſting 

' Kingdom ſhall be himſelf a King, Kev. 15. 

' and each of the Faithful plaged npon the 
Throne of God. The Body and Sonl both 
ſhall there be full of Bliſs. ' For Tears and 
Troubles, and Pains, which now waſte the 
Body ; Diſcontents, * and Diſquiets, and 
Fears, and every uncaſie Reſentment, which 

' here affli& the. Soul, ſhall be for ever ba- 

/ niſhed from thoſe bliſsful Manſions ; as the 

} beloved Apoltle in his Reyelation hath po- 

E fitively aſſured vs, (Ch. xx1i.)' ina word ; 
How great mnſt that Recompence reſer- 
ved in Heaven for us needs be, when the 

di- 
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diſtant Hope of it, which we conceive but 


unperfeRly, in this World, is attended .*% 
with heavenly Delight; a Delight more 


: Yao 


{ > 
SY 


pure, more entertaining, than all the Plea- | 


{ures this Workd can afford ! 

And is it poſſible now for Men to aſſeat 
to theſe Truths, and think at all, and yet 
not be very ſenſibly afteted with the. Re- 
flegion ? Can we be ſatisfied of the Va- 
lue of our heavenly Prize, and not. thirſt 
and pant continually after it ? What 
wretched Stupidity is this, to be more fond 
of our Miſery and Weakneſs, than of a 
State of abſolute Perfe&ion ; to the 
Deciy of the O/d4 Man before BEVer= 
fading Youth and Beautics of the-New ; 
And wiſh more eagerly for the Storms of 
this troubleſome Life, than for the 
found and ſettled Calm of Eternity'? Can 
we after all this have the ſenſleſneſs to put 
the Good Things of this World, into the 
Balance againſt thoſe of Heaven, and ſo 
much as admit them to the thonour of a 
Compariſon, when, if we had no other Ar- 
guments to prove their Inſufficiency, the 
very Enjoyment of them will abundantly 
convince us of their Vanity and Imperfe- 
ction ? For there is not any one Pleaſure 
in this Life, which when freely indulged, 
does not end in Pain and Uneaſfineſs: The 


molt exquiſite Sweets here have a mixture. I 


of Bitter in their- Compoſition ; but every 
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+ thing above is ſincere and complete, with- 
þ-. out the leaſt Allay to take from its Reliſh 
> andEnjoyment. This made the Royal Pro- ** 
{ phet break forth, (P/al. lxxxiv.) How ami- 
; able are thy Dwellings, thou Lord of Hoſts ! 
Aly Soul longeth, yea even faimeth for the Courts 
of the Lord; my Heart and my Fleſh crieth out 
for t7e Living God, And theſe Deſires are 
uſnal with true Believers, whoſe cager 
Wiſhes are upon their beloved Country, 
and,. in the ſame proportion that theſe 
Deſires after everlaſting Felicities grow 
ſtronger, in the very ſame does their In- 
difference and Diſreliſh of temporal Enjoy- 
ments increaſe, Let us then imitate theſe 
holy Men; let us qualifie our ſelves for 
Heaven by deyout and hearty Defires at 
teaſt, and thus ſupply that Merit, which 
Works muſt want. For the Life of a Chris 
ſtian indeed ought to be Qne continued ca- 
ger:Delire after Heaven. 

And ſhall we ſuppoſe, that ſo precious a 
Treaſure 1s not richly worth all the Trou- 
ble we can poſlibly be at tq obtain it * Can 
this Life, that is but a Scene of Miſery, 
ſhort at the longeſt , deceitful at the'beſt, 
Can This deſerve a higher Place in our Af- 
fe&tions, than all that Glory, with which 
the infinite Power and Goodneſs of God 

_ «hath decreed to crown his Faithful /and Cho- 
"ſen Ones? We could - not be infeaſible 
hoy weighty theſe Conſiderations are;, did 
| we 
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we but rightly comprehend our Intereſt in 
them. But alas! Heaven 1s a Myſtery, e- 
ven to them that believe ; and, with them 
who do not, this Myſtery paſles for a Fable. 
The belt Notions we have of it are ſo ſhort 
and imperfe&, that it is not much to be 
wondred at, if the Hopes grounded upon. 
them have no ſtronger effect upon onr 
Minds. For indeed it 1s fo vaſtly aove 
our Jargeſt Idea's, that we may allow it in 
ſome ſenſe incomprehenſ1ble. But ſince this 
is a Difliculty ariſing only from the ſurpaſ- 
ling Excellence of the thing, it will per- 
haps be more proper for me to adviſe Men, 
that they would employ their Thoughts 
much upon it, and by frequent and ſerions 
Meditation raiſe their Idea's of it to as 
worthy a pitch as they are able, than to 
ſpend more time in enlarging upon a Sub-. 
jeF, which 1 moſt freely acknowledge 
19 Words, and much leſs mine, can be uf- 
ficient for. | 
I. The Second Conſideration , which 
may be of ſome ſervice to us, towards 
comprehending the great Importance of 
our Salvation, conhiſts of thoſe extraordi- 
nary Means, ,which Almighty God hath 
beea pleaſed to make uſe of for the effe&- | 
ing it, For what Probability is there, that 
all the greateſt and moſt wonderful Springs 
of his Almighty Power ſhould be ſet on 
work, if the Deſign to be brought avout 
D wer2 
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So! | SALVATION 
vere not proportionably noble ? |We may 
caſily be ſatisfied in that Providence by _ 
which Nature is governed, that he will not © 
interpoſe his Sovereign Power upon trivial 
Occaſions ; and yet that he does manifeſtly 
ſo order Matters, that all the Frame of Na- 
ture is made inſtrumental to the Glory of 
the Saints. And Reaſon good; fince all, | 
that . depends upon Time, ought to pay | 
Homage to Eternity. Now, although the 
general Condu& of Providence in the Ad» 
miniſtration of this lower World be in @ 
great meaſure concealed from us, yet thus 
much we may be ſatisfied of, that nothing 
comes to paſs here upon Earth, but it hath 
{ome reſpe& to God's Decree of ſaving his | 
Ele&t. Becauſe the Diſpenſation of Nature 
is inferiour to that of Grace, and the 
Things that are Temporal ought to be 
ſubordinate to tnoſe that are Eternal. This 
Conſideration probably moved the Prophet 
to ſay, that al! God's Ways were wonder ful in 
Fudement, (Deut. xxxil,) And thus at laſt 
we learn, that this World, which employs ll *! 
all the Study of Learned and Speculative WW 
and the Buſie Contrivances of Politick and 1 
Intriguing Men, is .made purely for the W 
J ſake of another, an Invilible, World; And WJ 
1 ' the Creatour orders the Movements and ac 
3 Changes of the One ſo, that each of them MW © 
| ſhould conduce to the eſtabliſhing of the Wl ” 
2 Other, This long univerſal Chain of o_ 
cs 
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ſes and Effe&ts, The regular Succeſſion of 
thoſe Events ſo various in Humane Life, 
That wiſe Order, which governs and di- 
.res the unſeen Springs of the Divine Ope- 
rations, and every Accident that comes to 
paſs in the common Conrſe of the World, 
are for the Advantage' of God's Choſen. 
The ſecret Tendency and Relation, which 
Temporal Things have to ſuch Men's E- 
ternal Happineſs, is One of the ſublimeſt 
and moſt amazing Myſteries of Providence. 
Nay, as the Scripture acquaints us, that the 
Heathen Nations were chaſtiſed to be a 
Warning and Inſtruftion to his own Peo- 
ple; ſo is the Imperfection of thoſe who 
are not the Choſen and Faithful of God 
ordered to the Benefit and Perfe&tion of 
ſuch as are. *Tis to build up this holy and 
peculiar Nation, that he pulls down an 

roots out others. Eyen the Revolutions of 
whole States and Kingdoms, and the moſt 
concerning Events in the Aﬀairs of this 
World, are ſometimes the Inſtruments God 
thinks fit to uſe, for the Salvation of Thoſe, 
whom he hath choſen Partakers of his Glo- 
ry. Such myſterious Proceedings as theſe 
in this great Work, occaſioned that Excla- 
mation of St. Paul, ( Rom. xi. 33.) Oh the 
depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God 4 how unſearchable are his Tudg- 
ments, and his Ways paf#t finding out ! * This 
is the Power, which the Son of God hath 
> IC- 
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received! from his Father, | to be the Lord 
and Diſpoſer of Temporal Life, for the 
procuring Men Eternal Life; and to exer- 
ciſe an abſolute Dominion over : the Fleſh, 
in order to ſaving and cxalting the Spirit. 
And, though God bear [no ſhare in the 
Wickedneſs of Men, nor is his Holineſs 
accountable in any degree, for thoſe Ads . 
of Impiety and Injuſtice, which |he gives 
them the power of committing; yet does 
he ſo far intereſt himſelf even in theſe Mat- 
ters, as frequently to leave ſome very re- 
markable Footſteps of his Supreme Equi- 
ty, nay even of his Goodneſs, in the ve- 
ry greateſt Diſorders that happen in the 
World. He over-rules the Paſſions of wick- 
ed Men ſo, that they ſhall ſometimes plain- 
ly illuſtrate his Juſtice, or give diſtinguiſh- 
ing Marks of his Mercy, Thus the Con- 
queſt of the Jews by Foreigners, their long 
Bondages, in Feypr firſt, and afterwards in 
Babylon, were 4 contrived as to be moſt 
glorious Inſtances of his Favour to the Af- 
fliced ; and to pruduce many bright Pat- 
terns 'of Picty and Virtue, as well as to 
Jeave behind them ſome Footſteps of True 
Religion, and the Knowledge of the One 
Supreme God. Our Savionr himſelf de- 
clares, (Marth. xxiv.) that for the ElefFs 
ſake thoſe Days of Terrour ſhould be ſhortned : 
which hc there Ceſcribes as ſo dangerous a 
Tryal of their Faith and Patieace; And 

we 
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we ſhall not think this Matter overſtrained 
by affirming, that, for the ſake of making 
One Saint, God may think fit to overturn 
whole Empires, when we conlider of what 
vaſt extent that Paſſage of St. Paul is to the 
Primitive Chriſtians, AU rhings are for Toxr 
tkes, 

Their are indeed very profound and my= 
ſterious Truths, Deligns laid too deep, 
and in themſelyes too vaſt, for Us to com- 
rrehend : But though we cannot under- 
itand them, yet, provided we have an hum- 
bie Faith, we may be aſſured of them be- 
yond ail reaſonable doubt ; I fay, provided 
we apply our ſelves to obſerve the Methods 
of Providence, which God himſelf hath di- 
{covered to us. For if he took delight to 
humble other Nations, in favour and ad- 
vantage of his own People ; If he ſacrificed 
Egypt, Ethiopia, and Saba, and {o many 0- 
ther Kingdoms beſides, to the Temporal 


Intereſt of the Jews, (as /aiah tells us he - 


did, Ch. xliii.) what may we not reaſon- 
ably expe& him to do, for the Eternal 
Happineſs of Them who love and ſerve 


him ? The Way, by which he led that - 
People to the Promiſed Land, was full of . ' 


Miracles in every part -of it : He opened 
the Depths of the Sea, to bring them out 
of Slavery, and conſtrained the very Ele- 
ments to make a Paſſage for his Freed-men 
He overturn'd the Walls of a ſtrong City 
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with the Sound of Trumpets, to ſettle them 
peaceably in the Country| he had! mark'd 
out for them. The Mouths of ravening 
Lions were cloſed up at his Word, for the 
| Preſeryation of Daniel; and the Rage of 

devouring Flames ſtopp'd, to pay a due 
Regard| to the Purity of | the Three Chil- 
dren thrown into the burning fiery Fur- 
nace, for refuſing to Worſhip an Idol ; 
And, upon many other /Emergencies, he 
hath changed and inverted the ordinary 
Courſe| of Nature, by ſtrange unheard-of 
Prodigies, to ſignalize his Protection and 
Favour of that Race of Men, whom he had 
choſen out foy [Temporal Proſperity. And 
tan we imagine, that he will be more ſpa- . 
Ting towards that Spiritual Seed, whom he 
hath appointed to Happineſs in Heaven ? 
St, Paul angs plainly of another mind, whea 
| he told the Chriſtians (1/ Cor. 10.) that all 
. the Miracles of the Law /were yet but Sha- 
dows and Figures of the Stupendous Things 
to be done for bringing| Men to Grace and 
Glory, Let us then obſerve the Publick 
Calamities, the Devaſtations of Countries, 
the Change and Tranſlation of Empires, 
the Revolutions of States, the Riſe and Fall 
of Kings and Commogwealths, which hap- 
pen in the World ; but ſo obſerve, as to 
conſider them , like ſo many Red-Seas for 
the Spiritual J/rae/, the Friends of God, 
to paſs over, while his Enemies periſh - 

| | tne 
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the Waters. Theſe are the hideous barren . 
Deſerts, through which Believers travel to 
Heaven, of which the Land of Canaan was 
but a poor Repreſentation. Theſe are the 
Walls of Jericho tumbled down, that God 
upon their Ruines may build the City of _ 
the Faithful, even Fers/alem which is above. 
For the Honour, nay the Goodneſs of God 
is concerned in affliting and deſtroying 
thoſe here, whom he intends to ſave here- 
after : and the Loſs he ſuffers them to ſu- 
ſtain at preſent,, is frequently onS of his 
. moſt valuable Bleſſings. He 1s ſevere for 
a moment , with intentions of everlaſting 
Kindneſs afterwards. And theſe preſent 
ſeeming NegleRs and Deſertions are a ſort 
of affectionate and tender Cruelties, ſuch 
as God himſelf repreſents to us by his Pro- 
phet, ( 1/ai. liv.) In a kitle Wrath I bid my 
Face from thee for a moment, but with Everlaſt - 
ing Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, ſaith 
the Lord thy Redeemer. . 
Now this Manner of Proceeding mani- 
feſtly ſhews us, what Notions we ought to 
entertain of Salyation, and the mighty Con- 
ſequence of it to us; ſince hence we per- 
celve, that nothing is of any conſideration 
in God's Eſteem, which is not Eternal. All 
other Matters are made ſubſervient to that 
one great Concern, and even contemptible 
in compariſon of it. He raiſed and preſer- 
ved Pbaraoh upon his Throne, that by the 
D 4 hum- 
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56 SALVY A-TYON 
humbling that proud obſtinate Sinner, he 
might make his Power to be known in tne 
Iſraelites Deliverance. And many times the 
Mighty .are exalted, not ſo much for thcir 
own ſakes, as for the advantage 'of the 
Humble and Meek. Thus Publick Deſula- 
tions, overturning of Kingdoms, bringing 
Gown the Princes and Powers of the Earth, 
and the moſt general Miſchicfs, which we 
are uſed to feel or fear in 'our perſonal or 
politick Capacities, are a very {mall matter 
in Ge@ks account. Man's only true Intereſt 
is the Intereſt of his Soul and another Life ; 
and the weightieſt Aﬀairs of this World, 
even the Government of Kingdoms, and 
all the Grandeurs Mortal Men are capable 
of, ſhould only be valued by him, fo far as 
they may become inſtrumental to |his Ho- 
LOur and higher Elevation in Heaven. Ah! 
did we ſeriouſly believe theſe Truths, we 
ſhould not be ſo tenderly affeted with the 
 Aﬀfiitions and Reproaches of the World, 
nor ſo unreaſonably fond 'of its falſe Plea- 
tures, and periſhing |Enjoyments. Our 
Hearts and every Delire of our Souls would 
then be fix'd on no other Qbjett but Heaven, 
becauſe we mult be ſenlible, that this is the 
only Objet worthy the Hopes and eager 
' Witſhes of them, who are Chriſtians 1n- . 
deed. 

This Importance is capable of yet farther 
Illuſtration , by conſidering that as 
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.of the Angels, which God makes uſe of for 
promoting the Salvation of -Mankind. For 
the Scripture acquaints us, that theſe Di- 
vine Spirits, the nobleſt and moſt perfe& 
of all created Beings, are yet ſent forth as 
Minſtring Spirits, ro Miniſter for Them who 
ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, (Heb. i. 14.) And, 
tho” their common Employment be thought 
to conſiſt in regulating the Courſe of the 
Stars, diſtinguiſhing the Seaſons, moving 
the ſecret Springs by which this great Ma- 
chine of the World is acted, and aſſiſting 
in the conſtant Adminiſtration of Nature : 
in general; yet do they hold no part of 
their Buſineſs more noble , more worthy 
their native Excellence, or think themſelves 
at any time better employed , than when 
they are appointed Guardians and Centi- 
nels to particular Chriſtians, and fo far 
imitate their great Maſter, who came into: 
the World for no other purpoſe, but pure- 
ly to lay himſelf out upon Man's Salva- 
tion. | 
Another thing, which ought to raiſe our 
Eſteem for this Salvation, is that mighty 
and continual Watchfulneſs, ſo earneſtly 
preſs'd by our Saviour in the Goſpel, For 
how many figurative Expreſſions are made 
uſe of there, to make us ſenſible of the ye- 
Ty urgent Neceſſity, which lyes upon us, to 
profecute this Aﬀair, which yet cannot be 
finiſhed without ſach ſtrict, ſuch indiſpen- 
PE D 5 ſable 
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| ſible Application ? Thoſe Parables of the 
Talents, The Marriage-Feaft, The Wiſe and 
Fooliſh Virgins, The Labourers in the Vine- 
yard, The unfairhbful Servant cat into utter 
Darkneſ,, The Steward accuſed of Waſting his 
Aſaſter's Goods;, And all thoſe other Repre- 
ſentations ſo uſual in the Goſpel, are ſo 
many Admonitions from our Lord to every 
Chriſtian, obliging him'to/ Watch without 
cealing, to keep a ſtrong Guard over him- 
felf, and to remit no part of that Dili- 
gence, which ſo great an Undertaking re- 
quires. | For , beſides that God hath his 
particular Seaſons, and fayourable Oppor- 
tunities, for doing Men good, which it be- 
hoves them narrowly to obſerve, that they 
may not ſlip by loſt and unimproved : we 
muſt remember, that Death comes like a 
Thief in the Night, and |Woe be to us if 
we be ſurprized aſleep. To this we may 
add the extreme Hazard and Danger of a 
Life expoſed to continual Storms, and a 
Thouſand other Conſiderations, which 
ought to engage us in a moſt indefatigable | 
Diligence. In ſhort: The Time draws on; 
The Life of Man is but of ſhort'continu- 
ance; The firſt Step he takes in it, is an 
Advance towards Death; The Track of 
an Arrow ſhot in the Air; The Flight of 
a Bird; The Scudding of a Veſlel before 
the Wind ; Such are the Images painting to 
us the Swiftueſs of our | Motion ſhag 

thus 
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this World, (Wiſd. v. 10, 11, 12.) The 7 
Day is now broke upon us, but the Night 
preſſes forward apace. Tet a little while (ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour , Fohn xii. 35.) « the 
Light with you; walk while ye have the Light, 
left Darkneſs come upon you, And that ter- 
rible Hour of Death, which determins our 
State for all Eternity, hath Horrour enough 
in it to make the beſt Men tremble ; when 
they refle& upon the abſolute Holineſs, the 
inflexible Juſtice of God, and the depth 
of thoſe Judgments, which are ſo full of 
Wonder, ſo very different from the Judg- 
ments of frail and ſinful Men, and' there- 
fore ſo little to be underſtood by us. 

But after all; Nothing does ſo demon- 
ſtratively prove the vaſt Importance of 
this Afﬀair, as the great Things, which the 
Son of God hath condeſcended to do and 
ſuffer for Our Salvation. He was content, 
not only to appear an Object of Contempt 
in the Eyes of Men, by leading a Life of 
Meekneſs, and Poverty; but, that. he 
might bear the utmoſt Rigour of the ex-_ 
treme Malediction, which our Offences had 
incurred , he was content to take upon him 
the Repreſentation of our Guilt too; and 
to appear in the likeneſs of ſnfulFleſh. And 
here what ſhajl I ſay, what rather ſhall I 
need to ſay, of the Humiliations he under- 
went, and how he empried himſelf, both in 
the Aflictions of his Life, and ia the Fn 
| 4 
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and Tortures of his Death ? Now we have 
all the Reaſon in the World to believe, that 
He, who is the infallible and effential Wiſ- 
dom of God the Father, would not have 
had recourſe to Methods fo extraordinary, 
to aſtoniſhing, ſo unparallelVd, if | the De- 
fign carried On by them had not deſerved 
all this Expence. Hence, without queſtion 
it 15, that the Prophet, mentioning our Sa- 
viour's Paſſion, calls it the! Revealing, or the 
Alaking Bare the Arm of _the Lord, (Ifai. Iii, 
Vii.) intimating hereby. that it was the 
/vohleſt and greateſt Work of Omr zipotence 
[it ſelf. The utmoſt Strength and Virtue 
whereof, St. Paul tclls us, he hath wiſely 
© -oncealed, under the ſeeming Weakneſs of 
his Dea ith . (1 Cor. i.) that Humane Wiſ- 
dom might be cvidently;convicted of ha- 
VINg no part in this glorious Work. And 
how glorious muſt it be indeed, | how infi- 
nite the Conſequence of that Salvation, 
which was thought a fit Purchaſe for the 
Blood and Death of God ! | 

Again, This Importance does. not only 
declare it ſelf by the incomprehenſible My- 
ſteries and | Miracles, which God hath 
vouchſafed to work for the Salvation of 
Man ; but likewiſe by the Eud/or Conſe- 
quence of theſe Things upon Us; which 
are ſo very terrible, that nothing eſs than 
an Eternity of Torments , or an Eternity 
of Blifs and Glory mult. de the certain —_ 
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of each of us at laſt. Eternity ! O bleſſed 
God ! Thou, who alone canſt meaſure its 
extent, help me to conceive it. For our 
Souls are too narrow to entertain\ a juſt 
Idea of Rewards and Puniſhments, with- 
out Meaſure, and without End. Oh the 
Heighth, and Depth, and Length, and 
Breadth of Eternity! how far they exceed 
the utmoſt Range of Thought! O Death! 
how great a Concern art Thou tous! Thoy, 
which muſt determin our Fate, and fix us 
in One of thoſe unalterable Extremes | 
And what Application then, what Caution, 
what Watchfulneſs can be too great, to 
Prepare us fog the Deciſion of ſo very great 
an lſſue ! For ſurely That which muſt of ne- 
ceſſity come to an End, is not worthy to: 
be compared with That , which never can 
be ſubje&t to Change or Concluſion. And 
then, how lamentable is the Folly of thoſe 
thoughtleſs Men, who hazard Eternity; for 
a Pleaſure that dies in aa inſtant ; nay in- 
deed, who, upon any the moſt plauſible ac- 
count, are content to loſe an Endleſs King- 
dom, for the preſervation of a Life, that 
laſts but for a Moment ? To be ſhort: 
The Salvation of Mankind 1s to be ſure of 
great Concern, becauſe This is the only 
Work of God deſigned to endure always. 
Forall his other Productions ſhall bedeſtroy-. 
ed, Heaven and apy ren paſs away,andall the 
Elements ſhall be diſſolved and burnt up ; _ q 

| | that 
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that bleſſed Eternity, reſerved for the Chri- 
ſtian's Recompence , ſhall never,paſs away. 
This is that glorious Maſter-piece, | not of 
the Wiſdom of Man, or of this World, 
but | entirely God's own , which: St. Paul 
preached, (1 Cor. 11. 7, |even that hidden 
Wiſdom, which God ordained before the World 
unto. our. Glory ; Which none of the Princes of 
this World knew, and of which it is written, 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have 
ertred into the Heart of Man, the things which 

God. bath prepared for them that love him. 
| might enforce the former Conſidera- 
tions, Þy adding the almoſt inſuperable 
Difficulties , that beſet us in our Way to 
Heaven. I might ſet before Men an Image 
of that dreadful Tribunal, where we muſt 
all be judged; The Extremity of God's 
| Vengeance, and the Severity of his Exami- 
nation and Judgment. I might ſhew, what 
Prectpices there lye on each Side this nar- 
row Way; what falſe Paths to miſlead us; 
. and how full of Hazard our Voyage is, 
through a Sca full of Rocks, and Quick- 
ſands, and frequent Shipwracks : |I might 
urge the Uncertainty of |Ljfe, the ſudden 
Surpriſe of Death, whereof every Day con- 
vinces ns by ſad Experience, and moſt deplo- 
rable Examples ; For, alas ! after how un- 
comfortable a manner do the generality of 
Chriſtians go out of the World ! I might 
, make Men ſenhible, what Enenues they have 
b to 


"" FY IS ; 
4. 


every Man's great Concern, 673 © 
to deal with, how many, how powerful, 
how hard to be withſtood ſucceſsfully ; 
how formidable the Prince of Darkneſs is 
to the Children of Light; what Snares 
that lying Spirit lays for us; how full of 
Artifice, and Cheat, and Diſguiſe to __—_ 
upon us ; The Levity and Weakneſs of our 
own Heart in the whole Courſe of this tire- 
ſome Journy ;, while the World is perpe- 
tually hghting, and beating down our good 
Reſolutions from without ,, and our own 
Paſſions as inceſJantly rebelling and under- 
mining us within. 1 might preſs our Sa- 
viour's Warning, that we ſhould ſtrive the 
more vehemently to enter in at the ſtrait Gate 

becauſe few there be that go in thereat. And 


laſtly, I might enlarge upon that Myſtery | 


of Predeſtination , by which God deſtri- 
butes the Means, and Opportunities, and 
Aſliſtances of his Graces, at ſuch Times, 
in ſuch Meaſures, and to ſuch Perſons, as 
he ſees fit ; that Myſtery, in which St. Pax/ 
and St. Avguftin have laboured to ſuch ex- 
cellent purpoſe, for the vindication of the 
Mercy, and the Juſtice of God, and the 
Freedom of his Grace. And happy is that 
Chriſtian, who can with ſuch becoming Mo- 
deſty contemplate this Myſtery, as to ad- 
mire the deep Counſels of the moſt High; 
to comfort himſelf in-'his Wiſdom: with- 
out abuſing his Goodneſs; and tremble :at 
his Juſtice without diſtruſting his Mercy. 
: | Againſt 
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Againſt the Rock of this Decree many un- 
wary and unſtable Souls haye ſplit. Chiefly, 
becauſe this Pride could not content it ſelf 
with continuing ignorant of things, which 
God hath made it impoſſible for mortal Man 
fully to know. May 1 avoid their dangerous 
Arrogance, and with profound Reverence 
adore the Mercies of my good God, with- 
out making bold Attempts'to diſcoyer what 
he hath thought fit to conceal ; or ſawcily 
intruding within that Veil, which He, to 
check our Preſumption and Curiofity, hath 
interpoſed on. purpoſe to hide the/Creator 
from his Creature's ſight. 

Such are the Notions, ſuch the Eſtimate, 
which every Chriſtian onght tv have of his 
Salvation: And ſuch'in all reaſon have he 
muſt, did he! but ſet himſelf to conſider, 
The Glory which God hath prepared for 
him, The wonderful Means made uſe of 
to redeem and qualific him for it, And the 
Conſideration where all 'this muſt end at 
laſt ; All which, if at all applied to Men's 
Conſciences, cannot but manifeſt to them + 
the indiſpenſable Obligation every one lyes 
under, to conſider ſeriouſly of the Matter, 
and labour with all his Might to work out 
- his Salvation. For that is the Effe& I de- 
fire from my former Diſcourſe, that this 
Afair alone may be thought, as it really is 
alone, Valuable and Great, and all beſides 
Deſpicable and Little. - And, face the ”_ 
+14] 0 
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of God (as St. Chryſoſtom ſays) places his * 
Honour and Glory in our Salvation ; let us 
at leaſt think That our only Wiſdom, which 
he eſteems his greateſt Honour ; and ſhew 
that we do ſo, by removing the Obſtru- 
ctions to it, 4nd acquainting our ſelves with 
the Mcaas proper to that purpoſe. 


Cu 4*-1V. 


The Principal Obſtruttions to this Great 
Work, | 


Wre once the Chriſtian is throughly 
perſwaded, how Important this Af- 
fair of Saving his Soul is, and, conſequent 
to that Perſwaſion, feels a true Deſire of 
effecting it; That Holy Wiſdom, which ' 
Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed, nor any 
Study or Humane Induſtry acquired, but 
the Grace of God only does or can infuſe 
into his Heart, this Wiſdom, I ſay, begins 
to calt about for the beſt and ſafeſt Courſe, 
ina Way ſo thick beſet with Briars and 
Thorns,with Difficulties and Dangers. This 
is that Principle, mentioned by St. Fames, 
( Ch. iii. ) which deſcending from above, 
enlightens the Underſtanding, purifies the 
Aﬀections, and gives him a true Reliſh of 
God and Heavenly Things. | 

yy But 
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But we greatly miſtake the Matter, if 
we think This can be attained on a ſudden: 
It 1s a Perſwaſion bred by long Perſeve- 
rance in Goodneſs, by ſubſtantial Piety and 
tried Virtue ; and the Fruit of that Wiſ- 
dom, which God teaches us by the out- 
ward Miniſtry of the Word, and impreſ- 
ſes upon our Hearts by the inward Work- 
ings of his Divine Grace. For it is by no. 
means ſufficient to our preſent purpoſe, that 


the Light of Faith, (which is the true Prin- 


ciple of Chriſtian Wiſdom) teach a Man, 
that all Temporal Things ought to be de- 
ſpiſed, and that ſuch only as are Eternal 
deſerve to be valued ; unleſs it do withal 
inſpire that humble Vigilance, and zealous 
Circumſpeion, requiſite for Them, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to difcover the true Way to 
Heaven, and decline all that may hinder 
our Progreſs in, or endanger the Miſleading 
and Turning us out of, it. By this Means 
only can we take right Meaſures, and make 
direaly up to that Port, where we would 
be. For the Life of a Chriſtian in this 
World, is like a Ship upon an uncertain and 
dangerous Sea, it ſtands in need of conti- 
nual Care; Its firſt Care then muſt be to 
take all Things out of the Way, which 
may. obſtru& our Salvation ; as in! the ma- 
nagement of worldly Buſineſs Men begin 
with clearing themſelves of their Imped1- 
ments. But-let us ſee what thoſe Things 


are, 
A. 
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are, Which are moſt likely to embroil and * 
intercept us in this Undertaking, that we 
may be the better able to provide againſt 
them. 

I do not think it neceſſary upon this Oc- 
caſion to ſay any: thing upon the Points of 
Infidelity, and Hereſie, and Schiſm. For 
thongh theſe are the moſt eſſential and for- . 
midable ObſtruQions, yet I ſuppoſe my ſelf 
addreſſing to Perſons free of them, that is, 
to True Believers. All I ſhall add to this 
purpoſe, will be, that, according to the 
ordinary Methods of the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation, no Salvation is to be had out of that 
truly Catholick Church, which 1s built up- 
on the firm and immovable Forndation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets , Feſws Chrift bimſelf 
being the chief Corner-flone ; Out of that 
Flock, which this good Shepherd feeds with 
his own Fleſh and Blood. It ts a certain 
Truth, To hold and propagate Opinions 
contrary to this Church, and not to ſub- 
mit to the Docrins ſhe hath received and 
faithfully taught, is a thing the moſt op- 
poſite in the World to Salvation, For 
only Way of being united to Jeſus Chriſt 
as our Head, is by keeping united to this 
myſtical Body of his, as Members of its 
Communion : And for Them, who exclude 
and ſeparate themſelves, they are the Stray- 
Sheep, that refuſe to hear and follow the 
Voice of the True Shepherd. 
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I. The Firſt Obſtacle then, which I ſhall 
in{iſt upon 1s Pride; And ſuch it muſt needs 
prove, ſince Fear, and a DNiſtruſt of our 
lk ſelves is the very * Gronnd- 
4, £3: work on which Salvation mult 
«{; Preſ17-7:;:0 be built. Thoſe natural Bran- 
mw +30% ches| broken off to make way 

for graſfing in| the Branches 
- of the wild Olive, which St. Pal hath fo 
admirably deſcanted on, Rom. xi. | The 
Jews, who were ſet aſide to open a Paſluge 

for the Gentiles to come into the Church ; 
becauſe the Inſolence of this. People, once 
the peculiar Favourites of God, had forftei- 
ted the continuance of his Grace to them, 
ought to convince us, how great and fa- 
tal a Hindrance tg being ſaved Preſumption 
always is. For 1n truth the yery Character 
of a Believer conſiſts in Submiſſion and 
Lowlineſs of Mind. It is a mighty Miſtake 
to ſuppoſe, that Quaintneſs of Reaſoning is 
neceſſary to Salvation, or that Men are ex- 
pected to give adiſtin& and, full Account of 
every Article of Faith. Men are notfYaved 
by Subtlety of Diſcourſe, but by the Simplici - 
ty and Honeſty of Belicf, The Light from 
Heaven can only guide us in our Way tht- 
ther, the Jenes Farri of this World can do 
us ng Service in | this Paſſage. God only 
can ſhew us the Way, and aſſiſtus init; Jt 
7s not in Man that walketh (as the Prophet 
obſerves, Fer. X. 23.) to dire his own 
| Steps. 
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Sreps, Penetration and Judgment ſanAifie 
no Man. This is the Work of Humility 
and Innocence. For ye ſee your Calling, Bre- 
thren , ſays St. Paul, how that not many wiſe 
Men efter the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not ma- 
ny Noble are called ; But God hath choſen the 
Fooliſh Things of the World to confound the Wiſe ; 
and the Weak Things of the World to confound 
che Things which are Mighty, That no Fleſh 
ſhould glory in hus Preſence, (1 Cor. 1. 27, 29.) 
and that the wiſe Men of this World might 
be left in, and convinced of, their real Fol- 
ly. Thus it was that the Jews undid them- 
ſelves ; by qi germ. upon the ſuppoſed 
Righteouſneſs of their own Works, and 
growing vain and inſolent upon . this. Su 

poſition. The meek and humble Converſa- 
tion of Jeſus, his ignominious Death and 
Sufferings gave them offence; and thus r 

ſtumbled and fell at that Stone of ſtumbling, as 
the Apoſtle obſerves. For ſuch they ren+ 
dred him to themſelves, by being ſcanda- 
lized at the mighty Condeſcenſions of his 
Divine Love. Pride made them ingrate- 
ful, and. Ingratitude' provoked God to re- 
ject them. For He, who grverth Grace to the 
Humble, ſets his Face againſt the Proud ; 
by overſpreading their Hearts with thick 
Darkneſs, and turning that Wiſdom into 
Folly, the preſumptive Vanity of which 
he deſigns to puniſh. Thoſe Branches (ſays 
St. Paul) were broken off, becauſe of their Un-= 
belief; 
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belief; and Thou ftandeit by Faith. Re mot 
then high-minded but fear , ( Rom. xi. 20. ) 
For, if God ſhewed himſelf ſo ſevere to 


| his own favourite People, if he did not 


ſpare the natural |Branches of that Tree, 
which exalted it ſelf againſt him, rake heed 


| leFt he alſo ſpare not Thee, Let us not there- 


fore abuſe and injure our ſelves with any 
falſe Confidence in our own Merits; | The 
beſt and moſt blameleſs Converſation, if al- 


layed with Arrogance, 1s a greater Bar to 


Grace and Salvation, - than great Guilt with 
Humility proportionable ; And the Sinner, 
who wholly diſtraſts himſelf, and caſts his 
Confidence upon the Mercy of God, is more 


.. pleaſing to him, than the haughty Phari- 


faical Righteous. . 

Let us then humble our ſelves before 
God, that we may be accounted worthy of 
his Grace : Let us not depend upon! our 
Senſes, which Faith hath commanded to be 
ſilent in theſe Matters, as Things too far 
above them ; Let-us not wander after our 
own private Opinions, to forſake the Do- 
&rine of the Goſpel and the Chriſtian 
Church ; But be humble and tcachable, re- 
membring that Submiſſion is the great thing 
Faith requires of us. Its Myſteries are ſo 
aſtoniſhing, that, even after their Accom- 
pliſhment , Submiſſion is neceſlary to the 


Belief of them. When we take npon our 
ſelycs to be our own Guides, we ſhall go 


altray ; 


every Man's great Concert, ' 71 2 
aſtray ; when Reaſon is made the Standard : 
of every Point, and the Authority of Re- 
relation diſputed, Ruine and Deſtruftion 
will be the Eng of it : For God confounds 
the Proud in their own Erronrs, and pu- 
niſhes their voluntary, with a judicial, 
Darkneſs. Thus he dealt with the Jews, 
who bore themſelves high upon their own 
Righteouſneſs; and it was an exemplary 
Inſtance of his Juſtice to caſt off an arro- 
gant Generation, and take another more 
eck and obedient into Favour. Let vs 
ien avoid Their Crime, that we may 
cſcape Their Puniſhment. To truſt in our 
own Holineſs, is in effett to be a Jew. The 
Chriſtians ſafeſt courſe, is to fear always ; 
to work with trembling ; to ſuſpect and : 
abſolutely diſtruſt himſelf ; to place his =? 
hope and confidence entirely in the/Mercy + 
of a Forgiving God ; and thus we ſhall keep 
clear of the firſt great Obſtacle to Salva- 
tion, Which is Pride. 
, II. The Second is a Worldly Mind; A 
Spirit of Pleaſure and Effeminacy, of Luxu- 
ry and Wantonneſs, of Vanity and Am- 
bition, of Proje& and Intrigue, of crimi- 
nal Engagements and Paſſions, of Trea- 
chery and Diſguiſe; and all the other Vi- 
ces, which make Mens Diſpoſitions and 2? 
Practices irregular, and tend to Debau« © 
chery and a general Diſſoluteneſs of Man © 
mers. For, from the laſtant that Men are 
| Is 
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intoxicated with the Sweets of the World, 
, their Reliſh for God and Heaven droops 
' and decays; fo that, conſidering the Con- 
ſequence, a Man cannot hold Correſpon- 
dence with theſe ſenſual Delights, and ſtill 
preſerve his Innocence. I ſpeak not of the 
World in general, that corrupt part of it 
where Love of Pleaſure is the Reigning 
\ Principle ; that reprobate part for which 
our Saviour forchare to pray, (Joh. xvii. 9.) 
though he diſdained not to intercede for | 
thoſe very Wretches that crucified him. 
*Tis true, The Splendour and gandy Out- 
ſide is apt to dazle our Sight ; this de- 
bauches our Judgment, and drſpoſes us to 
take Counterfeit for Truth , and Shadows 
for Subſtance, as it tempts us again to de- 
ſpiſe Reality and Exccllence, for Empti- 
neſs and Trifle, Time, which flies ſwiftly 
from theſe Men ,| affects them ; Eternity 
with all its Perfections can make no im- 
" preſſion ; and a Little in preſent Poſſeſſion 
contents them better than the largeit Hopes 

and hrmeſt Aſſurances in Reverſion only. 
But ſince this falſe Luſtre will quickly va- 
niſh, ſince even the whole Scheme of this 
- World diſappears like a Vapour, let us be 
before-hand with .it , and undeceive our 
ſelves betimes. Let us decline the World, 
' and the Children of the World, and, as 
little as may be, come within the corrupt 
Air they breathe ;/ for all about is infeRions, 
| and 
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and we cannot converſe with-them, but to - 
the prejudice of our Virtue. A gay Lady, 
for inſtance, let her Behaviour otherwiſe 
be never ſo blameleſs, and her Conduct ne- 
ver ſo diſcreet, -yet contrats a Soil, by 
thoſe very Inclinations to Vanity, which 
ſhe cheriſhes, in labouring to recommend 
" her Perſon, and affecting to be admired. - 
It is to no purpoſe to pretend to Purity in 
the midſt of Corruption, or promiſe our 
ſclves Safety in the midſt of Pleaſure and 
Temptation. This contagious Breath of 
the World is a great ObſtruQion to Good- 
neſs; and thoſe Airs and Modes People 
engage in by converſing and complying 
with the World, poyſon the Mind by de- 
grees; and taint all that come within the 
Sphere of their Venom. Now to avoid this 
danger, we ſhall do well to imitate that 
Holy Biſhop, who wrote his Friend word, 
That * the World was wy | 
grown too grop to am mundus 
any _ ror nn :(fha- lr, Periit il- 
he) would leave off cheating our pog2 recur =» 
ſelves , ghar not be in the vuſque decora; _ 
power of the World to cheat us. deciplins. 
So perfealy was this good _ indus. 
Man aware of the Falſhood pore Kdcker. 
and Treachery of the World, - ad Yater. 
and all its ſubtle Artifices to  _- 
deceive vs. We read inthe -+ | * Ruffin. in 77 
Lives of the Fathers, That AD ps 
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Aacarins, paſſing the River Nile, converted 
a Gentleman by one ſingle Sentence, which 
opened his Eyes, and convinced him at 
once, of the true State and Value of Things. 
We (ſays he) who have devoted our ſelves to 
God; langh at the Folly of the World, and de- 
 fbiſeit;, and the World deſpiſes and makes Fools - 
of You, who give your ſelves \up to it, Love not 
then the World , neither the Things that be in 
che World ,, according to St. John's Advice 
to his Diſciples, for If any Man love the 
World, the Love of the Father 1s not in Him, 
Help us, then, O our God, an this diſtreſs 
break the Chains that entangle and faſten 
us down to the World, and hinder our ad- 
vancing in the Way which Thou haſt ſhew- 
ed, to lead us to thy Self, Scatter this 
- Thick Cloud, and take off the Scales of 
Vanity and Self-love from before our Eyes, 
which put out falſe Lights, and turn us out 
of our right: Path. For after all; This 
mighty Luſtre and Grandeur of the World 
is but a Bubble, a'meer Nothing; and God 
when he intends to puniſh theſe great Singers 
who deſpiſe him, needs no ſeverer Method, 
than the leaving them deſtitute in all that 
Emptineſs and Want, | which they have ſo 
fooliſhly preferred before the Light of his 
ind your , and the Riches of his Good» 
neſs. | 

III. A Third ObſtruQtion in this Matter, 
which hath indeed great affinity with _ 
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laſt mentioned, is Proſperity. When D«- 
vid became wiftorious over his Enemies ; 
and had ne quiet Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, then he fell ſo foully into Sin. 
Succeſs betrayed him to Idleneſs and Effe- 
minacy ; and he was never undone, till he 
thought himſelf abſolutely fafe. For Pro- 
ſperity is the Rock, upon which great Souls 
are moſt apt to ſplit, becauſe it begets Le- 
vity, and Inconſtancy, and diſpoſes Men to 
lay aſide that Serionſneſs and Cantion , 
which Circumſtances of another kind make 
neceſſary to them. When a Man is grown 
Succeſsful and lives at his Eaſe, he begins to 
be fond of Life; and loath at any rate to 
_ quit a Condition , which at the beſf is but 
a Shadow: of Death, a Valley of Tears, a 
Priſon,” where we are hemm'd in with Mi- 
ſeries on every ſide, And, in regard that 
Greatneſs, and Plenty, and Power, breed in 
Men a fatal Remiſſneſs, and Diſregard of 
Chriſtianity and a-future State, they can- 
not but be a terrible Hindrance tn our 
Way to Salvation. F would not be miſta- 
ken, as if-this ObſtraQion vere _neceffary 
and in the very nature of the thing :; For 
David, and Abraham, and Conſt antrme, and 
ſeyeralother great Perſons, we have reaſon 
to conclude, are now glorified Saints, But 
in the Event it is ſo; and, morally ” owl 
ing, *tis exceedin difficult to be reat, | 
and not corrupted by Greatneſs: and to be 4 
E 2 Rich, E 
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Rich, and not make an ill Uſe of Riches. 
A more than ordinary Proportion of Grace, 
great Moderation and Temper, and a Vir- 
tue above the common Standard are requi- 
red, to keep ſuch Perſons within the Bounds 
of their Duty. Leſs than this will not ſuf- 
fice to preſerve Innocence and Proſperity 
together. Tertullian found ſome difficulty 
to conceive the Power of this World, and 
- the Reſignation of a Chriſtian, meeting in 
the ſame Perſon, And it is one of the Mi- 
racles peculiar to our Religion, that it 1n- 
ſpires the Honourable with Modeſty, and 
the Succeſsful with ſtri&t Juſtice. Many a 
Man 1s ruined by Plenty and Promotion, 
who would have been happy for ever, if he 
had continued in a meaner Station. While 
Honour and Riches exalt the Mind, all the 
Admonitions to Holineſs, and the moſt con- 
_ cerning Truths of the Goſpel are loſt upen 
it. And where will all this mighty Pomp 
end at laſt ? The greateſt Prince is but 
like an Actor upon the Stage. When the 
Play is at an Eod, and Death ſhuts the 
Scene, all is over; and what refined Mad- 
neſs would it be, for any Chriſtian for ſo 
ſhort an Enjoyment, to forego the true 
Greatneſs and durable Glories of Eternity ? 
Fame hath perhaps ſounded your Name all 
the Workd over; and Mankind have been 
aſtoniſhed at: your good Fortune ; Your 
Ambition hath advanced you to the behe 
Pitc 
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Pitch of Honour; This is your Caſe to- 
Day ; but to Morrow you ſhall die, and 


what becomes of you then ? What will- 


you do to all Eternity, if in this Span of 
Time you have forgotten God, and viola- 
—ted your own Conſcience ? To be ſhort; 
Proſperity carries a ſecret Poyſon in it, 
which taints all other Means of Salvatior 
to that degree, that ordinarily they become 
of little or no effe&. The Calls of Grace 
to the Chriſtian Faith ; The Seal of Bap- 
tiſm; The Uſe of the Sacraments; The 
Exhortations from the Pulpit ; Your own 
Prayers; Your Natural Probity of Mind, 
and all your other hopeful Qualities, loſe 
their force, and are defeated , when they 
meet with great Honours, and great Riches, 
For, beſides that theſe commonly vitiate 
the Aﬀections, the Hardſhip tis increaſed 
by their Contrariety to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion : For This is of a quite different Tem- 
per; a Profeſſion of Humility, and Suffer- 
ing, and Poverty of Spirit. Hence the wiſe 
Man obſerves, that God often gives Mer 
Riches to their Hurt ; He diſt:ibutes the 
Wealth of This World to the Proud aad 
Covetous , -and reſerves the Treaſures of 


les 
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the Next for the Lowly and Meck, He-ap-. 
points Humiliation and Trouble for ' his ' 
Friends, the better to fit them for Glory 


with himſelf ; and leaves Honour and Plen- 
ty for Reprobates : Theſe things he deals 
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promiſcuouſly, and often ſuffers the worſt 
of Men to enjoy them, in the midſt of their 
Impieties, But then This is the whole of 
Their Portion ; and the Severity of his Ju- 
ftice is laid up for Them, who here deſpiſe 
the Abundance of his Mercy. 

IV. The Fourth ObſtruRion is that Luke- 
warmneſs of Soul reproved by the Angel in 
the Revelation (Ch, ui.) as a Diſpoſition, 
the moſt diretly oppoſite! of any to the 
Buſineſs of Salvation. For This, in the 
midſt even of the moſt religious Duties, 
caſts in a ſort of Diſreliſh , which cools 
Mens Zeal for true Happineſs ; It dries up 
all that Vnition of the Holy One diffuſed in 
the Soul; It deſtroys the Fear of and 
the tendereſt Reſentments of Piety and De- 
votion ; And it.renders all Inſtruttions in- 
effeQual, by putting a ſtop' to the PraQtice 
of them. Men by this Indifference grow 
ſo exceeding remiſs, that they fall off from 
all that Senſe of Virtue, which formerly 
they had ; They begin to; queſtion what 
heretofore they moſt firmly believed ; They 
decline all Pains ; and dread all appearance 
of Difficulty ; They take no care to ſub- 
due themſelves ; but ſhut their Eyes againſt 
their Duty, and ſtifle all the Light of Grace 
within them. This is the Condition of the 
lukewarm Chriſtian, - infinitely worſe than 
perfet Coldneſs and Averſion; becauſe a 
Slaner may be brought to a Tg (ae 

is 
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his Danger , but the lukewarm Profeſſor | 
- will not be made ſenſible of his : And this 
languiſhing ſort of Zeal, while there is Life 
left, is worſe than an abſolute Death in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, For it is Indifterence, 
which quenches that Fervour of Zeal ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for waging a conſtant 
War with a Man's Deſires, and the violent 
Conflits by which Heaven 1s taken hy force. 
This makes Virtue diſtaſtful, and Vice a 
Matter of no conſequence ; and lays aſide 
thoſe Guards and that holy Watchfulneſs, 
which the Goſpel recommends as things 
without which Salvation 1s never to be at- 
tained. For ſince we are always in danger, 
and beſet thick with Ambuſcades of Ene- 
mies in every Step we take, there is great 
and indiſpenſable occaſion, for. being al- 
ways upon our Guard. Every thing com- 
bines againſt the Chriſttan, _ 
( as St. Leo truly obſerves ) Mos Mr per- 
and the Moment he ceaſes to plpms /aqueis 
fight, he loſes the Day. The 710a# pA 
Peace i ny wn his Ene- diantar ilhce 
my is of more fatal conſe- %<: Moverm. 
quence than the hotteſt En- "WOT 
gagement ; and when the Weather ſeems 
fair, his Danger is more than in the rough- 
eſt Sea. Have 4 care ( ſays NP IE 
St. Ferom ) and abate no part of bays 140 ron 
your Diligence, upon a vain pre- fate. Hier. [. 
ſumption, that you are ſafe ; for = 
Tx. | A 
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pre eofeene a Calm to a Chriſtian is a ſort 
quillira rempe- of Storm 3 from which few C- 
ſas eff, Hicr. ſcape. Now if he that ſtops 
"- in the middle of the Race; 
If he that looks behind him \, after he hath put 
his Hand to the Plovev, Lnke ix. 62. If He 
that hath begun this great Work, and 
flackens his Pains and Reſolntion, though 
never ſo little, is not thought fit for the | 
Kingdom of God ,, what' will become- of 
Them, who by a wretched Negligence de- 
fert the Poſt in which Providence hath pla- 
ced them ; and throw off the Engagements 
in which they had bound themſelves? This 
is in effe&t to break in upon God's Preroga- 
tive, to invert the Order and Method of 
your Salvation, and declare, that|/you will 
not follow God's Way, but your own. Let 
us then be careful and diligent to follow 
Him, if! we deſire to go right, and arrive 
fafe'at laſt; He'is wiſer than We; and 
knows better what Methods are proper for 
our Salyation, than our ſelves can poſſibly 
do: Bnt let us excite in our Hearts that ea- 
ger Appetite; that Hynger and Thirſt af- 
ter Righteouſneſs, whych! our bleſſed Savi- 
our preſcribed 'to his Diſciples, as a Means _ 
to quicken and ſuſtain them in their painful 
Purſuits after Heaven and Happineſs. Let 
us not, with that Diſciple in the Goſpel, 
pretend that we muſt firſt take care of Fa- 


miljes and Concerns, before we can be at 
| | let- 
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leiſure to follow Him. This Delay would 
argue but very cold Concern for Heaven. 
Let us remember, that He who deſired this 
Privilege of the Son of God, was left to 
his own fooliſh Choice and reje&ed, as a 
Perſon unqualified for his Diſcipleſhip, If 
we conſent to put off our good Reſolutions 
to a longer Day, the Enemy, who is al- 
ways watching to deſtroy us, will find ſome 
opportunity to lay them quite aſide. And 
to Cure this Spiritual Lazineſs, fo exceed- 
ing dangerous to the Soul, let us hearken 
with Fear and Trembling to thoſe horrible 
Threatnings , pronounced by the Angel a- 
gainſt the Church of Landicea, Becki thou 
art Inkewarm, that is neither hot nor cold, 
but irreſolute and indifferent, 7 will pre thee 
out of Mouth. So 'abominable is this 
Temper 1n the Sight of God, who will not, 
. cannot, without ſome Expreſſions of In- 
dignation and Grief, endure thatany Chri- 
ſtian ſhoutd be thus unconcerned., Agd 
what indeed can be more provoking, thah 
for Men to be ſo abſolutely void of care 
what becomes of them, after that God hath 
done ſo much to reſcue and redeem them ? 
Several other ObſtruQtons there are, ea. 
ſily reductbte nnder the Heads now tmen- 
tioned ; ſach'as, 'ſecret Injuſtice, open and 
avowed Oppreffion , Enmity and Hatred, 
Jealouſies and Piques ; Murmuring and,En- 
vy, Calumny and Cenforiouſneſs, and'in a 
of | E 5 | word, 
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1 word, Whatever elſe tends| to break the 
Order and Peace, and diſſolve the Union 
and Love, of Chriſtians. Nor will I par- 
ticularly inſiſt upon the general Voluptu- 
ouſneſs, the immoderate Love of Life, the 
many Vanities practiced and defended in 
this looſe Age; The Luxury and Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, and exorbitant Ambition, of the 
Great; whoſe Heads are full of nothin 
elſe but Proje&s and Intrigues to ſettle an 
enjoy themſelves here, without the leaſt 
proſpect or thought of any Future State. 
Theſe are in ſuch direct oppoſition to Sal- 
vation, that the Sacraments and other 
Means of Grace which Men pretend to uſe, 
without correcting theſe vicious Inclina- 
tions, do but provoke God ſo much the 
more, But That which is of more dread- 
ful Conſideration than all the reſt, and 
gave St. Paul all that Terrour and Aſto- 
niſhment , which he profeſs'd heretofore 
upon the Rejeftion of the Jews, 1s this 
That Jeſus Chrilt himſelf, the greateſt an 
moſt miraculous of all other Means ordain- 
ed to this Purpoſe, became to that People 
the greateſt of all Obſtryuctions, by the 
extreme Blindneſs of their. Obſtigacy and 
Pride. For the Meanneſs of that, Appea- 
rance he made, while , converiing upon 
Earth, gave them ſo great Offence, that 
they rather choſe to revolt from all the 
Dechratioas of the Law and Prophets con- 
cerning 


\ 
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cerning the Meſſias, than ſubmit to- the 
Goſpel ſo preached : They renounced the 
Father , becauſe they reſolved not to be-. 
lieve the Son. This was what J1ſ/aiab had 
long before declared would be, He that 
ſhall be your Santtification, ſhall be alſo a Stone 
of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence to-both the 
Houſes of ljrael, and a Snare to all the Inba- © 
bitants of Feruſalem, (Ch; viii. 14.) (Qu er 
vobss in ſanftificationem. Vulg.) Now what 
was thus verified in Their Caſe, is ſo like- 
wiſe in moſt Accidents of Humane Life. 
There is ſcarce any one Diſpenſation of 
Providence, which may not be a powerful 
Inſtrument of Salvation, and yet by being 
abuſed it may be converted into as great an 
Obſtacle againſt it, David grew better by 
a Crown, and Ser! was ruined by it. The 
Phariſee returned from the Temple worſe 
than he went up to it, and the vile Publi- 
can came back juſtified to his Houſe, Theſe 
different Succeſſes caſt the Apoltle into ſuch. 
aſtoniſhment, to conſider, how very diffe- 
rently God works upon the Minds of Men, 
by the very ſame Opportunities, and the 
ſame Means, | 

Theſe are the Hindrances to our Salya- 
ti2na: The Cauſe whereof it is uſual with 
Men to charge upon God, without conli- 
dering , as they ought, that the things 
thembidies, which are the Occaſions only 
of Virtue and Vice, are indeed from og : 
| but 
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but the abuſe of theſe things. is entirely: 
from our ſelves. For (as the Prophet ſays) 
| the Hand of the Lord us not ſhortned, that it 
cannot ſave, nor his Ear heavy, that it cannot 
bear ; But our Iniquities ſeparate between us and 
our God, and our Sins hide his Face from us, 
that he will not hear ;, - For your Hands are de- 
filed with Blood, your Lips have ſpoken Lies, 
and your Tonene uttered perverſe things, (Ifai. 
lix, 1,2, 3.) That is, His Grace 1s ever 
able and preſent to render all our Events 
of good effe&t to thoſe who comply with 
it; but to the wicked and obſtinate, he 
does moſt juſtly turn what ſhould have been 
for their wealth into an occaſion of falling, The 
following part of that Chapter in the Pro- 


phet, is an Abridgment of the ſeveral Im- 
pediments to Salvation. But, having al- 
ready ſeen what I conceive ſufficient for 
my preſent Deſign, let us now proceed to 
try if we can diſcover the Means moſt like- 
ly to contribute towards it. 
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| Cnap#. V. 
The Means of Salvation, and the Uſe we 
ought ro make of them, .. 0 


Sf Hh Mind of Man is too narrow to 

_ comprehend by its own Strength the 
Way of Salvation. God alone can teach it, 
and He mult be conſulted for Dire&ions.to = 
walk in the Way of his own appointing. E- 
His. Dire&ions, according to the Prophet's 
Advice, (1/ai. viii. 20.) are to be ſought 
only in the Laws he hath given us. | Let us 
therefore attend to Him, and to Thoſe who 
teach us by Commiſſion from Him, without «© 
amuſing our ſelves with the' vain Reaſon- + 5 
ings of Fleſh and Blood, whoſe Wiſdom : 
reaches no farther than to preſent Objeas, 
And, ſince Eternity is the Matter in hand, 
let us go to the Father Everlaſting, and the 
Prince, of whoſe Kingdom there ſhall be no 
End, He is the Light of Life, and all other 
Lights lead only to Death, His Life and : 
Death, His Do&rine and Examples are the 
Holy Inſtructions, by which he gives Men !? 
knowledge of Salvation; And what hath he 
done to this purpoſe f. We were in Dark- * 
neſs, and he hath called-us.into his marvel. . 
lous Light. He hath created us again by 
Baptiſm to Innocence and Good -works, and 
LD; We CCUIToN Pg 
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| hath made us nigh by the Blood of the 


Croſs; Nay, All the Works of his Hands 
were therefore made, that they might be- 
come Inſtruments of Salvation. The mute 
Parts of the Creation yet ſpeak of Him 
loudly; The Heavens declare his Glory, 
and call upon Men to aſpire to a Participa+ 
tion of it : And nothing upon Earth is ſo 
vile or common, but it may furniſh Means 
of promoting our Holineſs here, and Hap- 
pineſs hereafier. 

Nature in its moſt ſilent State teaches 
Man diſtinaly what muſt be his End ; and 
the very Dead preach to us our own Mor- 
tality, more powerfully than the Living 
can poſſibly do. Heaven and Earth, Sick» 
neſs and Health, Natural and Moral Philo- 
ſophy 7 Evil Report and Good Report, 
Riches and Poverty , our Sufferings and 
our Comforts, Lite'and Death, are ordain- 
ed by Providence for Means of Profiting 
our Souls. And from all that happens, all 
the variety of Caſualties our Condition is 
expoſed to, from Mens Succeſſes and Diſ- 
appointments, their Friendſhips, their In- 
clinations, their Sympathics, their ſeveral 
Callings and Buſineſs in the World, fome- 


| thing of Bencht may. be gathered. For 


there is not any of all theſe but hath a ſe- 
cret Virtue and Tendency toward that one- 


| great Ordinance of God ,, the Glorifying of 


his Faithful Servants. As Men of Skill _ 
ll 6 the 
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the moſt Savage Beaſts, to make them ſer- * 
viceable for their. occaſions, ſo 

a prudent Chriſtian will cor- Saproner an mee 
rect the moſt capricious Hu- are nes # aole- 
mour, and ſoften the rugged- 7%, nm ab aliis 


eſt Diſpoſition, that it ſhall Severe oY 


be gentle and traQtable in the 72, malorum 
practice of Virtue. The wiſe Sabi CF! gry 
Man makes good profit of Mal ſuiruei- - 
Grief, and Poverty, and Diſ- {7c 2d 
| grace, and all the other Difh- 
culties and Diſtreſles of Humane Life ; and 
by the Addreſs of Philoſophy and good Ma- 
nagement keeps himſelf caſfie in the Aﬀairs 
of the World;-- And ſhall not a Chriſtian. 
much more, with the Aſſiſtances of Divine 
Grace, be able to convert Sufferings and 
preſent Adverſities into Inſtruments and 
Occaſions of his future Happineſs in Hea-- 
ven? It is the Creatour's Intention , that 
| we ſhould come to him by the help of the 
Creatures. Bnt Sia hath ſo depraved: the 
Judgment of wretched Man ; and our Ene- 
my ſcatters ſo great a quantity of Tares a- 
mong the good Sced; and We our ſelves 
are fo carried away with the Inconſtaney 
of .our Deſires, and the Corruption of our; 
Nature, -that the diſcreet Uſe which ought; 
to be made of theſe Means, is incumbred. 
with almoſt invincible Difficulties. / For, as 
in natural Adyantages, that which is good: 
for one Man, is ſtark naught for "_ ; 
; $ 
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As ſtrong Meats are: proper for healthful 
Stomachs, but hurtful to tender and fickly 
Conſtitutions; and Wine, which'cheers and 
fortifies the Healthful, weakens and over- 
| | Powers the Feeble; So in moral Means, 
_ that which' makes One a good Man, does \ 
but confirm and harden Another in Vice. 
That Praiſe, which renders the Modeſt 
more Humble,- blows up the/Preſumptnons 
and Conceited with Vanity. | And the ſame 
Wealth, which ſanQifies the charitable 
Man's Plenty to him, corrupts the Cove- 
tous and Profuſe. This is what we are 
highly concern'd to know and obſerve ; 
and in this Skill of making the beſt of eve- 
ry Accident it is, that the Children of this 
World are ſaid to be wiſer , in Their Genera- 
ti0n, than the Children of Light; Becauſe they 
make choice of ſuch Methods only as. are 
proper for compaſſing the Ends they deſign 
them to ſerve. And this 1s the Firſt Qua- 
lity of a Means to be applied to its proper 
purpoſe. | | 

Il. A Second Quality is This, That no 
Means are! Good in Themſelves, or Valu- 
able by Us, any farther than in proportion 
to. that Vertue they have of contributing. 
to the End for which they/| are employed. 
If a- Medicine conduces tq the Patients 
Health by its Bitterneſs, that Bitterneſs is 
the only Conſideration which renders'it elt- 
| Eible., The North Wind is only defirable 

wk 
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to a Pilot,*who is making Southward, by 
reaſon that cold freſh Gale favours his in- 
tended Voyage. Rain 15 no otherwiſe pro- 
frtable to the dry barren Soil, than upon 
the account of that Moiſture, which Fe 
tens and makes the Ground fruitful. This 
Principle rightly underſtood , puts a new 
Face ypon all Nature, in the Study and Pra- 
tice of Morality ; And by giving a Chri- 


itian other Proſpeats, gives him at the i 


ſame time a different Splrit and Temper. 
Hence it is, that Contradittion and Oppoſi- 
tion become agreeable to him, becauſe they 
awaken his attention, and make him more 
diligent and zealous, more vigilant and 
circumſpet in the Concerns of his Soul. 


This renders Humiliation deſirable; be- 


cauſe a Man by that proceeds more ſafely 
in that rough ſtrait Way, which leads to 
Life. By the Force and Influence of this 
Perſwalion it was , that Moſes ſo gallantly 


renounced the Pleaſores and Honours of 
Egypr for the uy gy of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
ju 


and choſe rather to ſuffer Afiittion with the Peo- 


ple of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin _ 


and worldly Greatneſs for a Seaſon, (Heb. 
Xi. 25, 26.) Hence St. Paul and Barnabas, 
in their Travels through Lycaoma,. prefer- 
red the Perſecution of the People of Lyſtra, 
before the Sacrifices and idolatrous Ho- 
nours intended them by the Prieſt of Fu- 
piter, (Acts xiv.) This hath made ſo _ 

| holy 
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holy Recluſes chuſe a private homely Cell, 
before the Splendour of a Court; and the 
Mortifications of a Devout and Penitent 
Life, before all-the Delights of a Publick 
and Senſual One. This hath prevailed with 
Numbers of Perſons of the beſt Quality, to 
. renounce the Delicacies of the World, and 
embrace the Humility and Poverty of the 
Goſpel; to deny themſelves many Enjoy- 
ments, of which their Condition gave them 
Opportunities and Abundance; becauſe they 
thought the Croſs of. Chriſt ,, and the Re- 
ſerves of a holy Converſation,- much more 
ſafe and effetual Means of' obtaining that 
much more valuable Prize of Everlaſting 
Salvation. 

III, A Third Quality of| Means is this, 
That they muſt never ceaſe to be ſuch, by 
being eſteemed and ſought as ſomewhat a- 
bove the Condition of Means. This would 
-be to 'peryert the proper Uſe of them, by 


fixing our Deſires in them as our End ;, and 


to fall into that horrible Confuſion and Diſ- 
. order, which St. Argxſtin mentions, as the 
moſt general Cauſe of all the Extravagance 
and Corruption of. Manners obſervable in 
the World. Which is to V/e thoſe things which 
mere made for Enjoyment, and to 
Wh na 912108 Enjoy thoſe which ought to be U- 
is uri velle, ſed only X. This proceeds from 
& urendis trui. that: depraved Self-love , by 
ug. I, oftog. G . 
Qu. 30. | the Byaſs whereof a Man 1s 
j | drawn 
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drawn to value the Creature more than the 
Creatour; and ſo utterly to invert that 
wiſe and proper Order, in which God eſta- 
bliſhed things at firſt. Hence the ambitious 
Man looks upon the Honour he 1s in ſuch 
greedy purſuit of, as his End; 1n the En- 
joyment of which Happineſs conſiſts: Hence 
the Covetovs bears greater regard to In- 
tereſt than Conſcience; and the voluptu- 
ous Man .is more concerned for the Gratifi- 
cation of his Senſes, than the Saving of his 
Soul. This turned an Archangel into a 
Devil, becauſe Vanity and Pride made the 
Satisfaction he coveted; and the Firſt Man, 
from being Maſter, became a Slave, to the 
Creatures, by the ſame Irregularity in his 
AﬀeCtions. As a Puniſhment for this Fol- 
ly, that haughty King of Bebylon, who la- 
boured to exalt himſelf above all that is Hn- 
mane, by commanding his Statue to be ho- 
noured with Proſtrations and Divine Wor- 
ſhip, was thruſt down to the level of the 
Beaſts : And thoſe Plnloſophers mentioned 
by St. Paxil, ( Rom. i.) who profeſsd and 
conceited themſelves wiſe, became Fools, 
through the Pride and Errour of their 
Minds. And if we do but at all refle&t up- 
on the Excellence of God, there needs but 
very little conſideration to convince us; that 
preferring latereſt, or Pleaſure, or any o0- 
ther thing before Him , muſt needs be a 


Breach of that Order and Eternal Reaſon, | 
which 
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* which he hath ſettled in the World; a 
Uſurping what belongs not to Us, Robbe- 
ry to God, and Ruine to our Selves: For 
which reaſon the Scripture mentions the a- 
lienating our Afﬀections from Him nnder 
Terms of the baſeſt and moſt unpardonable 
Unfaithfulneſs ; For lo ! they that forſake rhee 
ſha!! periſh, thou ſhalt deſtroy all them that commut 
Fornication again#t thee, (Pſalm Ixxlii. 27.) 
Now the Chriſtian, whoſe Mind is en- 
lightned by Faith, looks upon God alone as 
his Ultimate End/;; and upon all other Crea- 
tures, as ſo many Means only, or as it 
were Steps, by which Men make their Ap- 
proaches to Him. Theſe therefore he va- 
lues in a juſt proportion, as they conduce - 
. more or leſs to this End. For Faith, from 
whence he takes his Meaſures, diſcovers 
to him no Worth, or: Merit , or real 
Goodneſs, in any of them , farther than 
they may. prove Occaſions of ConduQing 
him to God. And, 'in conſequence of this 
Rule, he looks upon them all with equal 
indifference. Riches or Poverty, Honour or 
Contempt, Health or Sickneſs, Pleafure or 
Pain, Advancement or Degradation, Friend- 
ſhip or Deſertion , Parts or Slowneſs of 
Underſtanding, Proſperity or Diſgrace, 
Life or Death, all are alike to him. He 
' ſees all Conditions with the ſame Temper, 
and is not by his Inclinations led to one 
more than another , till they come to be 
CON» 
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conſidered as things that have a tendency 4 
_ to promote the Glory of God and his own 
Salvation; and in the ſame degrees that 
they excel cach other in this reſpe&, they 
riſe likewiſe in his eſteem above the reſt. He 
chuſes or declines them, as they are capable 
of ſetting him nearer, or detaining him far- 
ther off from, Heaven. He is entirely of the 
Traveller's Mind, whoſe only Care is to 
purſue his Journey, and therefore, when 
he meets with ſeyeral Roads, his Heart is 
not ſet upon any one more than the reſt, 
till he be informed which of them leads to 


the Place whither he intends: And then | +4 
he is not in any degree loath to quit the. =-» 


reſt, how beautiful ſoever the Way might 
appear. Nothing that is Temporal makes. + -:; 
any great matter of Impreſſion upon the +: 
Spirit of a Chriſtian; The Evils and Suffer- 
ings he is threatned with from the World 
give him ne Terrour, becauſe his Hope and 
Expectation is fixed upon thoſe good things 
only, which God promiſes in another World. 
The Glory of the Next Life inſpires him 
with Patience and Contentedneſs under all -:; 
the Sufferings and Mortifications 'of the -» 
Preſent ; and with a pure and ſtedfaſt 
Faith , he looks up, to that God , who is 
(as the Apoſtle Ryles him , Heb. xiii.) the 
fame Tefterday, and to Day, and for Ever, He 
conſiders, 'that this very God will be his - 
Recompence , and the Changes of - this 3 

"World, * 
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World, how grievous ſoever to Fleſh and 
Blood, will yet be well paid with Happi- 
neſs unchangeable. | " 
Again ; .In the Judgment he makes con- 
cerning the Fitneſs and Efficacy of Means 
conducive to Salvation, he ſuffers not him- 
ſelf to be |byaſs'd by the falſe Idea's of the 
Humane Underſtanding. For the Standard 
he weighs things| by is not the arbitrary 
and uncertain Conjetures of Man's Rea- 
ſoning, but the ſubſtantial and fixt Deter- 
minations of Eternal Truth. He is indeed 
equally faithful in a Calm or in a Storm ; 
Adverſity cannot/drive him to Deſponden- 
cy, nor Proſperity puff him np with Inſo- 
lenceand Forgetfulneſs of his Duty ;, Health 
makes him not preſume or grow bold in 
Sin , nor does Sickneſs provoke him to 
 Impatience or one Murmnring Thought. 
But yet of, the Two he likes Suffering bet- 
ter than Pleaſure , becauſe this brings him 
to a greater reſemblance of thoſe | Ele&t 
and Bleſſed Saints, (mentioned in the Re- 
velation , Ch. xiv. 4.) who follow the Lamb 
whither ſoever he goeth, to imitate his Exam- 
ple. And this having been His and [Their 
Portion, the Conſiderate and Zealons Be- 
liever looks npon his Sufferings, as the ſu- 
reſt and ſafeſt Way to Salvation. He knows 
what'the wiſe Man hath told us for our 
Comfort ; that Good Men, after _ 
been a litthe chaſtiſed, ſhall be greatly Oo - 
or 
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for God proves them, he gives them Balm to 
their Wounds, and ſtrikes that he may find 
them worthy for himſelf. For be tries them as 
Gold in the Fire, and receives them as a Burnt- 
offering , when Tribulation hath ſanQified 
them, (Wi/d. uu. 5, 6.) 

He is well-ſatisfied , that all Occaſions 
and Accidents are not of equal Importance 
to his great Work; but he is notwithſtand- 
ing exceeding cautions and watchful evert 
in the leaſt Matters; He advances from 
- Virtue to Virtue, and takes care to make 
no falſe Step in his Progreſs ; for he kee 
God ever in his Eye, as it is reaſonable 
ſhould, ſince God's Eye is always upon Him, 
and nicely obſerves all his Actions. Thus, 
by deſpiſing the World and all it can pre- 
tend to, he arrives at the Excellence of 
thoſe of whom the Apoſtle ſays the World wa 


not worthy ; Greater than this whole viſible _ ; 


Frame, the Honours and Advantages where- 
of are to Day mounted upon-a Throne 
and to Morrow tumbled into a Coffin. And 
thus the Contempt of Earthly Enjoyments 
renders thisChriſtian fit for thoſe.of Heaven. 
The ſame Prudence, which teaches the 
Chriſtian to avoid the Wandrings and 
Blindneſs of the Whore of Babylon, to keep 
cloſe to the Strait Way of the Goſpel, 
teaches him likewiſe to make Juſt Diſtin- 
Qtions in the Means conducing to Salyation, 
and to uſe them in ſuch a manner as is pro- 


per 
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per for the Nature and Qualifications of 
each of thoſe Means. For of theſe Means - 
ſome do us Service, only upon condition 
that we nſe, and enjoy and are poſlefs'd of 
them 5, Such are the Gifts of God, the Gra« | 
ces of his Spirit, the Inſtructions of his 
Word,the Benefit of his Sacraments. Others 
again do us no good, except only when we 
quit and diſengage our fſelyes from them; 
Such are Honour and Riches, and Pleaſure. 
And a Third fort are of uſe to us no other- 
wiſe, than by the Advantages we receive 
from the Knowledge of them ; becauſe the 
Knowledge of Theſe does by degrees exalt 
a Man higher, and bring him to the Know- 
ledge of God. | Now when the difference 
of theſe Circumſtances is not duly obſerved, 
but the Order and - Method of the Means 
perplex'd and confounded, the very beſt 
Means will loſe their Efficacy, and degene- 
Tate into Impediments. 

But, to be a. little more particular in the 
| direction of ſuch Means, The Beſt and moſt 
 Uſetul, no doubt, are Thoſe, which the Sa- 
viour of the World hath himſelf pointed 
out to us in the Goſpel ; Such as Poverty 
of Spirit, Humiliation, Suffering, Simpli- 
city,, Silence , | 'Teachableneſs , Patience , 
Prayer, and the like. And all theſe Ways 
to Heaven. are the ſafer, in proportion as 
they are retired, and leſs expoſed to view. 

For by this means Men are under __ | 
| | rom” 
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from Lars ome and not ſo apt to be 
interrupted or oppoſed in their Paſlage to 
Almighty God. But the fureſt Courſe of 
all is to Live up to the Perfe&ion of our 
particular Profeſſion and Buſineſs, and to 
do our Duty in that State of Life unto 
which it hath pleaſed God to call us. For 
He is not confined, but hath great variety 
of Ways for bringing us to himſelf, We 
need only follow Him, for he will chuſe'for 
us. And what particular Condition of Life 
ſoever his Providence hath appointed us - 
to, for fulfilling the Duties of that Condi- 
tion we are particularly Accountable, and 
ought to look upon That, as the Way he 
deligns to lead us to Heaven by, When 
Mens Ambition renders them uneaſie ,- and 
fond of Change for Intereſt or Honour ; 
Or when the Inconſtancy of their Humour . 
will fix to nothing ; This is a Fault, and a 
Refuſing to follow God in the Methods of 
his Providence. *Tis in this Spiritual, as 
ia Common Engagements, he that would 
be victorious.over his Enemy, muſl fight in 
Rank and File, and diſcharge his proper 
Poſt. And to be ever ſhifting and reſtleſs, 
is to deſert in effect, and by ſtragling from 
the place our Commander hath aſſigned, 
to uſurp his Right, and turn our own Car- 
vers. And, conſidering the fickle and bu- 
ſie; Minds of Chriſtians, who, inſtead of 
adorging their own Province, are etcrnally 
G4 F graſp- 
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graſping at ſomething more and higher, 1 

tremble to think what a wretched Account 

the generality of People will be able to 

give of this Article at the laſt great Reckon- 

ing. Eſpecially, when I find St. Paal exe 

horting Chriſtians to ſo perfect a Reſigna- 
tion to the Diſpoſals of Providence in theſe 

Matters, that he adviſes even Thoſe who 

were Slaves, not to care for or covet Free- 

dom ; and only to uſe it rather, if.it were 

offered them, (1 Cor. vii.) And this for a 

very good reaſon, becavſe the Servant of 

Men is nevertheleſs Chriſt's Free-man; and 

therefore they| might very contentedly a- 

bide in.the meaneſt Calling, ſince every Sta- 

tion and Calling is equally a Method made 
uſe of by God to ſave the Souls of Men. 

For this requires no extraordinary and un- 

common Courſes to be taken, but is effet- 
.ed equally in any, provided they are ſuit- 
-able to the Will of God. If then you are 
involved in Buſineſs and Worldly Goncerns, 

do not imagine, that you are preſently to 

throw off all theſe Cares; No. The Duty 

God expects from you in ſuch a Caſe, is, 

That you ſhonld live in the World as be- 

comes a Chriſtian, that you ſhould make a 

good Improvement of the Talent commit= 

ted to your Charge; that you ſhould pra- 
Qtice and be fruitful in good Works, that 

you ſbould forgive Injuries, love your Ene- 
12ies, diltribute to the Poor out of the 
__ 1iw 
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Increaſe God gives you, and uſe your An- 
thority and Intereſt to prote&t the Oppreſ- 
ſed, and help them to right who ſuffer 
wrong: that you ſhonld þe frequent in 
Prayer and holy Exerciſe; attend conſtant- 
ly upon the Sacraments and other Ordi- 
nances of Religion, and ſo pnrſne the Af- 
fairs of the World, as to ſhew, that ſeck- 
ing the Kingdom of God and his Righte- 
ouſneſs is your firſt and chief Care. 

But after all, Nothing will more prevail 
for procuring, us Favour and good Accep- 
tance with our great Judge in the Day of 
his fierce Anger, than taking the Balance 
into our own Hand, by frequent Examina- 
tion, and Judging of onr owa ſelves. For 
this Judgment, well performed by our own 
Conſciences in the mean while, will ſhelter 
us from the Terrours of that Dreadfal Ac- 
count, in which God will exerciſe his Ju- 
ſtice and Severity hereafter. In ſhort, The 
Neceſſities and Cares, which our worldly . 
Circumſtances engage vs in, the Infirmities - 
v: hich beſet us on every ſide, the Miſeries 
which hang about us, the Imperfetions we 
are ſubje@ to, and all the Troubles that 
oppreſs us, when ſubmitted to with Pa- 
tience, are very powerful Means of quali 
fying us for Heaven; which after all 1s ap- 
Pointed for a- Reward to Stedfaſtneſs aud ' 
Perſeverance, in ;Gaodneſs.” For He, that 
endureth ro the Enk, (fays our blefſed Lord) 
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the ſame, and no; other ſhall be ſaved, (Matth. 
X. 22.) It is by /ccking diligently, and by 
continuing knocking, that Men obtain what 
they ask, (Matth. vii. 7.) The different Cir- 
cumſtances of Humane Life, Diſgrace or 
Reputation, Diſappointment or Succeſs, 
Health or Sickneſs, Proſperity or | Adver- 
ſity, Joy or Grief, and the ſeveral Duties 
incumbent upon each Capacity, are all uſe- 
ful, and will not fail to turn to good ac- 
count at laſt, provided Men take due care 
to manage them well and wiſely. The 


_ - only Danger 1s, the being miſtaken in this 


important Point. And it is a Matter of 
very fatal conſequence, either to make a 
wrong choice, or an ill uſe, of the ſeveral 
Expedients, Which the Providence of God 
puts into our hands, in order to the fur- 
thering that one needful, that one great, 
Work of our Everlaſting Salvation. 

Let us but conſider | theſe important 
Truths with a true Chriſtian Spirit, and 
we ſhall find no great difficulty in being 

rſwaded of them. Let us ſet out with 

earty and zealous Deſires of carrying our 
main Point ; For without this good begin- 
ning all other Means will prove of no ef- 
fect. The Anſwer Thomas Aquinas made to 
his Siſter, when ſhe begged his DireQions 
what ſhe muſt do to be' ſaved, was this, 
That ſle muſF Deſire and Imend well. The 
grand Secret lyes in This, All the reſt wy 
4 E 
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be eafie to a Man whoſe Heart is once in- 
flamed with this Deſire. Jf your Wiſhes are 
eager and fervent, ſays St. Pate * $i defideras 
linus *, you will find the Wa Via brevis eſt & 
ſhort and ſmooth ;, but it will be property 
rough and tedious if your Deſires ioſa. Palin. 
are cold and languid, For when 94%” 

a Man's Mind 1s ſincerely and earneſtly bent 
upon Salvation, his Induſtry in ſeeking and 
uiing the Means will be proportionable. 
And the Negligence of Men in this reſpe& 
proceeds from their Inconſtancy, and ſhews 
them double-minded, that ſometimes they 
do, and ſometimes they do. not, deſire this 
great End. 

From the very inſtant then of any One 
Expedient appearing proper for my Cir- 
cumſtances, and of conſequence toward ob- 
taining Heaven, I ſhall no longer continne 
indifferent with regard to it. I ſhall pur-. 
ſue and uſe it with my utmoſt Might, at 
the Expence of my Pleaſure, my Reputation, 
my Quiet, and all my other Temporal Ad- 
vantages. In th2 choice of Means' too [I 
ſhall give Thoſe the Preference, which ſeem 
moſt ſafe and likely to ſucceed ; For where 
ſo great a Concern as Eternity lyes at ſtake, 
Prudence will by all means adviſe, that I 
ſhould uſe my utmoſt Diligence to ſecure 
it. Thus I ſhall walk in the ſtrait Way of 
the Goſpel,” without turning to the Right 
Hand or to the Left ; I ſhall renounce even 
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my moſt lawful Appetites , where they are 
like to prove a hindrance to me: [1 
break through all thoſe Bonds of Self-love, 
which prepoſleſs, and tender me partial, in 
my own Favour, I ſhall retrench eyery Ir- 
regularity in my AﬀeCtions; and, accord- 
ing to that Adyice in the Goſpel, be con- 
tent to pluck our my right Eye, and cut off 
ny right Hand, if they happen to offend me. 
Every Step I advance in the Way of God, 
will be ſupported and confirmed | by the 
pureſt Sentiments of that Chriſtian Humi- 
lity, which alone is the ſure Foundation 
of Solid Piety ; becauſe this alone can di- 
| Tpoſe the- Mind to deſire and receive that 
Light of Holy Inſtruction entire, and with- 
out prejudice ; |and inſpire that meek, and 
teachable Temper, - which the Holy Spirit 
| Fequarep as a neceſſary Preparation for the 
Influences of his Grace. And upon all Oc- 
caſions I ſhall incline to | Submuſſion, and 
Simplicity, and Patience, to wait for the Set- 
vation of the Lard quietly, as the Prophet 
hath adviſed, ( Lam. iii. 26.) That Sutter- 
ing, which gives a Luſtre to Virtue, and 
that Mortifying of the Body, whereby the 
Soul receives new Life, will be my faithful 
and inſeparable Companioas ; And Prayer, 
which ſtrengthens the Weak, by ſuſtaining 
the Spirit of Man with Recruits from the 
Spirit of Gad, ſhall be my daily and delight- 
ful Food. | 
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In a word. In order to bring forth Fruit 
nnto Life Eternal, and attain the exceed- 
ing great and precious Promiſes of the New 
Covenant, I ſhall unite my felf to Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the Branch is joyned to the Stock 
of the Tree. For the Heart of a Chriltian- 
reſembles that Vine deſcribed by our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour , which becomes dry and bar- 
ren, from the Moment it is ſepatated from 
the Root, and ceaſes to receive the refreſh- 
ing Moiſture, that deſcends from Heaven ; 
tie conſtant Waterings of Divine Grace. 
But,' O my God, make me, I beleech thee 
duly ſenſible, that a Deſire of being Saved 
iacludes a Deſire of, or at leaſt a bet 
Content at the ſame time with, Humilia- 
tions, taking np the Croſs, and all thoſe 
Sufferings of which that Salvation is ap- 
pointed the glorious Recompence. For, if 
it was neceſlary that thy Eternal Son ſhonld 
firſt ſuffer many bitter Things and ſo en- 
ter into his Glory, even that Glory which 
was his own eſſential Inheritance; what 
Title can I have to any part of it,. without 
a part in what he underweat ? Fill then my 
Heart with theſe important Truths. Give 
me a ſaving Fear of thy Juſtice, aad a holy 
Dread of thy Judgtnents, that I may con- 
ſtantly proceed with that Reverence, and 
Watchfulneſs, and great Caution, which 
are neceſſary to preſerve a Chriſtian in due 
Fidelity and unſhaken Perſeveragce, Im-: 
* || F 4 print 
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print in deep and laſting Characters, that 
Oracle of thy Eternal Wiſdom, and fix 
upon my Heart thoſe weighty Words, . 
which are the Snm of all Knowledge, and 
the true Chriſtian Philoſophy, What ſhall i 
profit a Man, if he gain the whole World, and 
loſe bis own Soul, or what ſhall a Man give in + 
exchange for his Soul? (Matth. xvi. 26.) How 
wretched a Bargain would it prove in the 
End to poſſeſs the tranſitory and periſhing 
Riches of Earth, and to loſe the everlaſt- 
ing and unconceivable Treaſures of Hea- 
ven? To be happy for a Moment, and ex- 
quiſitely miſerable to all Eternity? Ah! 
Do we at all conſider this ? Let us at leaſt 
begin to do ſo in time. Do we govern our 
AtﬀeGtions, and by this Rule proportion our 
Eſteem and our Content, our Love and our 
Hatred, and all the other Diſpoſitions of 
our Souls? Do we manage our Converſa- 
tion, and proceed in each AQion of our 
Lives vpou this great, this neceſſary Prin- 
ciple ? Do we make choice of the proper- 
eſt, the ſafeſt Methods for this Salvation 
with all that Prudence which Faith would 
inſpire? Do we indeed walk in the Paths 
of Truth and Virtue, withall that watchful 
Care, and ſerious Application, which is 
the Guard againſt Surpriſe, and a Shield 
againſt all that vaſt Variety of Accidents 
without, and Infirmities within, to which 
our preſent feeble and unſettled En 
| | anas 
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ſtands expoſed ? If we are got thus far, 
then it will be time to acquaint our ſelves 
with thoſe Errours and falſe Meaſures,which 
may be apt to miſguide us, and hazard the 
Succeſs even of our beſt Intentions. 


G14 YL 


Miſtakes and Falſe Meaſures in the Way 
of Salvation. _ 


He Way to Heaven is ſo very difficult, 

The ObſtruQions that divert us from, 

or hinder our Progreſs in it, ſo great ; The 
Snares and Precipices that ſurround it on 
every ſide ſo many; The Ground ona which 
we tread ſo rough ; The Path fo ſtrait, ſo 
ſlippery; The Conflicts to be undergone 
come on ſo thick ; 'The Spirit is ſo weak, 
and the Fleſh ſo exceeding frail; that a Man 
can hardly be cautious enongh againſt ſo 
manifold a Danger. Now the firſt Branch 
of this Caution we ſhall do well to imploy 
in obſerving the Falſe and By-reads, which 
we may meet with in our Trayels; that, 


being thus fore-warned, we nay ayoid go- 


ing wrong, where every ſuch Errour is of 
fatal Conſequence. And here we muſt by 
no. means depend upon our own Strength 


and Judgment; figce our Heart, oor Un- 


F5 derſtgnding, 
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derſtanding, and all the Advantages of Hn- 
mane Reaſon, will prove incompetent and 
deceitfo! Gnides, to us, if not affiſted by 
ſome better Light. Let us then be careful 
to ſet ont right, when Eternity is at the 
Journey's End. But we, alas ! may take up 
the Prophet's Lamentation, (7/as. liii.) AU 
We, like Sheep, have gone aſtray, We have turd 
- every one to his own way; walking in the De- 
lights of our Heart, complying with the 
Vanity of our own Humours, and Deſires, 
and Paſſions, and vehement Tranſports, and 
other Follies and Exorbitancies of Life : 
Some whereof, the moſt neceffary to be a- 
voided 1n the Concern now| before us, Ide- 
ſign here to take particular notice of. 

1. The Firſt and moſt Uſual ſeems to be, 
A looſe and general Deſire to be Saved; 
without deſcending ſo far as the Particular 
Means appointed for that Purpoſe, We 
mek2: to our Journey's End, and are eager 
to come thither, without conſidering the 
Way that leads to it ; We deſire the Port,. 
but think not of the Sea, nor provide a- 
gainſt the Storms in the Voyage to it ; We ' 
pretend to the Promiſed Land, without go- 
ing throngh the Wilderneſs; graſp at the 
Prize, but decline the Combat ; "and, like 
the Sons of Zebeder, are fond of our Ns 
Kingdom, bnt overlook his Cup. There, 


are but few Men, who upon diligent Exa-, 
mination will not ſind this to be their = 
| \ 
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Caſe. Every body would eo to Heaven, 
but few are for taking up the Croſs, and 
following Chrift, Thus we deceive our 
ſelves with a falſe Tmagination of Zeal, and 
holy Defrre, which in Truth 1s no Defire, 
without taking the Methods proper for its 
accompliſhment. For the Condu& of our 
Lives 15 the only Proof of the Sincerity of 
our Hearts, Thms many People pretend to 
Devotion, without the leaſt Principle of it ; 
they ſequeſter themſelves to God,antl yet re- 
tain irregular Aﬀetions; they put the Gheat 
npon theirown Canſciences, and ſoaththem 
ſelves up with empty Idea's, bat have nopart 
of the Snbſtance of Virtne; And laying 
great ſtreſs upon this Phantome, they tive 
and dye in this wretched imperfe&t Condi- 
tion; and, have nothing more to ſhey for - 
their Salvation, than this poor, looſe, and  ' 
veneral Defire of it. The Fate wh 
Iaft will prove like that, of Job, : 
Deſires of his Son! were as the Wirtd, an 
his Welfare paſſed away as the Lohr Cloud, 
Chap. xxx. - 

II. The Second Erronr 15s greater than 
the Firſt. For Men do not only indulge and 
ſatishe themſelves with this general Defre 
of Happineſs, bnt they go-ont of the right 
Way tofeck for Means o obtaining it. And 
the Pains they txke, as well as the [Means 
they pitch upon, are Ydeceitfu], becanſe their 
Choice proceeds upon impure Profpetts, 

and 
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and upon Carnal and Selfiſh Principles. And, 
thus the more they are miſtaken in the Way 
they chuſe, the farther they ſtray from the 
Tight and ready Path. The former Errour 
was an Errour of the| Underſtanding only, 
but the Second is an Errour of the Heart 
and the AﬀeRions. For Men draw to them-. 
ſelves a Scheme of Salvation, ſuch as is pe- 
culiar and agreeable to.their own Fancy ; 
They make Principles of Religion as they 
think; determine Virtue and Vice by their 
own Likings and Diſlikes ; and are for a 
flexible and debonnair DireQor, who will 
himſelf ſubmit to be direaed. Thus the 
main Point to be ſecured being the gratify- 
ing their own Inclinations, they chuſe their 
State of living purely upon their own 
Heads, without conſulting with God, or 
examining their own Abilities, or at all re- 
garding the Reaſon of the Thing and Sui- 
. tabſeneſs of the Undertaking. So that the 
Conſiderations which caſt the Balance, are 
oftentiqes no other, than thoſe of Birth, 
and Quality, and Education: In ſhort, Men 
fix ſometimes by meer Chance and without 
Thinking at all, and generally upon no 
higher Motives, than thoſe of Gain, and 
_ raiſing Fortunes, and ſecuring Settlements, 
and the like. A Mar engages in an Office, 
or graſps at a Preferment , or marries a 


Wife, without ever regarding how con- 


iſtent this 1s with the Dyty God requires 
OED 
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from him: And how canwe think it ſtrange, 
that Men, who govern their Actions at this 
rate, ſhould meet with ſo many Diſappoint- 
ments, and be plagned. with real Evils in 
thoſe Engagements, from whence their falſe 
Calculations propoſed and promiſed ſuch 
abundance of Good ? Now this Practice 
of CO our own Inclination and 
Temper in the moſt important Concerns 
of this Life, is yet more uſual, and more 
fatal too, in that Great Afﬀeair of Salvation. 
The Miſer will be content to give all in 
exchange for Heaven, except his Money : 
The Sordid Man expeds to be ſaved by 
Frugality , and the Melancholf by Sour- 
neſs of Humour and an Au Converſa- 
tion. The Phariſees were pfoud and ſu- 
perſtitious, therefore they never troubled 
themſelves with any ſuch unpalatable Con- 
ditions, as Humility and Meekneſs; bnt 
choſe rather to go to Heaven by Faſting 
twice a Week. There are a great many 
Men that mortifie in ſeyeral Particulars, 
and yet all the while follow their owa Ig- 
clination ; They aſſert their Freedom: by 3} 
diſengaging from all outward Objedas, and 4 
yet are Slaves, to their own Humour-ſtll; ' 
They:renounce the World, but nat Them- 
ſelves; keep thuſe Commandments which 


are eaſfie and convenient for them , and Wy 


make no Bones of breaking all the-reſt : 
In ſhort , They ſubmit, and are regnars C 
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juſt witere |they have'a mind to it, and ns 
further. They would not for the World 
wrong their Neighbour in his Perſon or 
Eſtate, but they never ſcrupte to 'murder 
his Reputation , and take away his good 
Name. They make a Conſcience of Faſt- 
ing, and Praying, and being, what they 
call, good Charch-people ; but they make 
none at all of paying their Debts. In ſhort, 
They obey nothing but their own Hamonr, 
in a Matter, where the Chief Thing requi- 
red of them 1s to croſs and ſubdue their 
.own Humour. And the Way they mark 
ont for Heaven is no other than the Way 
of their own Heart, without ever troubling 
themſelves to confider , . what it is that 
Faith hath reyealed, or Almighty God pre- 
ſcnbed in the Caſe, | 
flI. The Third 1s infinitely worſe than 
both the Former ; by reaſon of that mean 
and contemptnous Notion, which it mani- 
feſtly betrays, concerning the Real Valve 
of Salvation ; and the Ignorance Men live 
in of the mighty Conſequence of it to them. 


For People reckon Heaven fo deſpicable a 


| Matter, that, it ſeems, they care.not how 
they hive, provided they can but contrive 
to make a tolerable good End. A fine La- 


dy, that calls her ſelf Chriſtian, after ha- - 


'ving lived all along im Profanation of her 
Marriage-vow -, ſhall imagine, that to be 
|  Chaite when ſhe comes to dye is ſufficient. 


A Rich Man, that hath lock'd up his Money 
doſe in his Cheſt , and never ſaffered the 
Poor to be the better for him while he h- 
yed , contents himſelf with a Charitable 
Bequeſt in his laſt Will; and calls that Gi- 
ving to Pious Uſes, whick indeed is only 
Parting with That which Death will not 
ſuffer him to keep any-longer., ' An Ambi- - 
tions Man thinks it time to leave off his In- 
trigning, and renounce hx Vice, when the 
Prieft is doing his laſt Offices about him. 
And a hardned Staner, grownold in Lewd- 
neſs and Senſuality, perſwades himſelf, that 
Receiving the Sacrament , and a' Lord 'br 
merciful ro me a Sinner, at his laſt Gafſp, 
will fet all right between God and Him, 
. and ſecare his Soul effeQually.- And what 
a ſort of Management is This? to ſet about 
the Great Concern of Etermty, when Men 
are diſabled from diſcharging any world 
Bufinefs ? They have not Senſe enongh 1 

to make a valid Will , 'and yet they are 
thought in a very good Condition to enter 
into Covenants, and make np the Acconnts 
| of their Souls, and difpatch the whole Af- 
fair of Everlaſting Salvatioy. As if Hea- 
ven were what Men can never be ndrany 
Incapacity of fecuring; though for the mv 
friyolons Matters upon Earth they may, 
'Bnt are we indeed fo fooliſh to expeR, that 
Grapes car be gathered of Thorns and Figs of 
Thiſtle: ? For ſo in et we do, m_ 
' _  che- 
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cheriſhing an Hope ſo extravagant, as that 
of reaping the Fruits of Eternal Life from 
Death and Sin, a worldly and wicked Con» 
verſation. Is it not ſtrange, that Men ſhould 
live and. go on with ſo much \ Aſſurance, 
when all the while they are in manifeſt dan- 
ger of utter Ruine? This is by no means 
the Spirit and Temper of the Goſpel, which 
above all things recommends Diligence and 
Watchfulneſs, and that upon theſe weigh- 
ty and unanſwerable Reaſons; Becauſe 
Death 1s ever at hand, and the Con:equence 
of a Surpriſe is moſt *dreadful ; becauſe our 
Religion profeſles -it ſelf to be a State. of 
Spiritual Warfare, and our Life a Combat, + 
without any Intermiſſion : So. that Heaven 
can never be attained, except by. commit- 
ting Violence upon our ſelyes. And can 
we think it reaſonable, that That Salvation 
which hath already coſt the Son of God ſo 
very dear , ſhould coſt Us, who hope to 
Teap the Profit of his Sufferiags, nothing 
at all? Si | 
IV. The Fourth dangerous Seducement 
1s that Spirit of Preſumption and Spiritual 
| Pride, of which St. Arg»/tine declares, that 
it ſeparated him from God, and blinded 
his Eyes to ſuch a degree, as diſabled him 
from diſcerning the Truth. Hence Men. 
meaſure all that hath any tendency to Sal- 
vation by their own falſe and'feeble.Idea's : 
They had rather follow their. own Notions, 
| | ag 
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and rely upon private Judgment, than ſub- 
mit tothe Authority of thoſe Guides, whom 
Providence hath ſet over them : They make 
much reckoning of their own Deſerts, and 
place greater Confidence in Them, than in 
the Mercies of God. The Foundations the' 

build on, are the particular ſort of Life 
they lead, the Profeſſion they are of, the 
Convent , or Habit, by which they are 
diſtinguiſhed , the Holineſs of- the Place 
where they dwell, the Virtues of the Com- 
pany they keep, and the SanQity of them 
with whom they communicate in the Wor- 
ſhip of God. 7 am «a Monk, ſays One, tnd 
1 a Hermit , ſays Another ; and 7 comverſe 
with none but good Men , boaſts a Third ; 
and I have a great Iuclination to Prayer, and 
am very tenderly affetted when at my Devotions F 


. or My Intentions are all upright and pure, an 


2y Zeal for God's Glory fervent, and the like. 
Now all this is the moſt extravagant that 
can be. And if we will refer our ſelyes to 
St. Avgeuſtin's Judgment in the Caſe, ſuch 
Reaſonings are oy —_—_ _—_ idle Delu- 
ſions. Jr s not (ſays he) rhe X 
Place , but the ee , which tntiooſedope 
makes the Man Good ; An An- raipbons. Fe 

gel ſinned in Heaven, Adam fell in pot, cool 
m Paradiſe; and' where could viedaminPe- 
there be greater Advantages of cus Gabe 2 

Holinef, than here? How ri- -  Serme. 37. | 
diculous is it to depend upon PER 
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the Piety of our Neighbours and Acquain» 


tance, when eyen the Converſation of the 


Saviour of the World was not a Preſerva-- 
tive ſufficient for F#das ? And what does 
a Profeſſion, or a Form of Holineſs fignifie, 
to Them, whoſe Good-works are not ſuit- 
able to what thoſe Circumſtances require ? 
Let us not then vaunt with that Church of 
Laodicea , (Rev. li.) Behold I am rich, and 
have need of nothing, when all the while we 
. are miſerable, and poor, and blind and naked ; 
void of ail Merit that might juſtifie this 
Confidence, and ready to fall into the groſ- 
{eſ& Enormities, the Moment God leaves us 
to our ſelves. (Let us beware of laying too 
great Streſs upon that affeQionate Zeal we 
fgel in our Devotions; For This 5 not al- 
ways the EffeQ of Piety, but very often of 


Temper and particular Conſtitution. Nor. . 


every one (ſaith the bleſſed Jeſus, Marth. vii. 
ay that ſaith rnts me, Lord, Lord, ſhall en- 
rer into the Kingdom of Heaven , For this 
Kingdom conſiſts not in Words but in A- 
Qions. Let us not obſerve ſo much what 
we have done already, as what we have ſtill 
to do. A Traveller, that would take up 
with the Satisfaftion of the Way he had 
gone, without conſidering how far he hath 
yet to Bo, is not like to make any great 
Progreſs 1n his jJourny. The having made 


the beſt of his Way hitherto will be of lit- 
tle ſervice, it is the reaching that __ 
| | _ whi- 


whither he is bound at laſt, which muſt ſet 
him at reſt, Thus did St. Paw, who lookt 
upon his. whole kife, as a Race without 
any Intermiſſion, and a Combat, wherein 
he muſt never ceaſe from Fighting. The 
Irons he was loaden with, the Scars he bore 
about him, the Perſecutions with which he 
was ſo ſeverely exerciſed, did not exalt lis 
Mind, or diſpoſe him to a ſecure Temper ;. 
he was ever looking forward to future Suf- 
ferings ; and made no other uſe of the Ad- 
vances then paſt, but by them to encourage 
himſelf with hopes of like Succeſs in thoſe 
which were to come. / follow after, (ſays 
he) ard preſs on, if by any Means] may attain, 
Phil. i4i, Thus he adviſes the Cormbiens, 
(1 Ep, tx.) Jo to run, that they may obtain. For 
the true Chriſtian (according to St. Bernerd's 
Remark, Ep. 252.) ſets no Bounds to his 
Virtue, nor ever thinks he hath done e 

He never ſtands ſtill, but fees-much more to 
be done, than is done. He thirſts continu- 
ally after higher PerfeQions, whereas the 
preſumptuous Man is perfeQly content with 
himfelf, and ia this ſuppoſed Safety lyes his 
greatef Danger. 

V. A Fifth Seducement is the Contempt 
of thoſe we live among: This is the Pro-. 
du& of the former ; for perinaning 2 hly 
of our ſelves puts us upon making Coampa- 
riſogs, and in thoſe Compariſons 1t 15 eaſie 
to fareſec, og which ſide the Fayour Eg 

re- 
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Preference will fall. This was the Phari. 
fees Errour in the Parable, who immediate 
ly fell to thanking God, rBar he was nor as other 
Men are, Luke xviii. And the reaſon whiy 
he thought himſelf a Man of more nice and 
ſcrupulous Honeſty than any of his Neigh- 
bours, was that he ſaw all Their Faults, but 
none of his own, Thus the Preſumptuous al- 
ways divides unequally : He is ſure ever to 
reſerve the greateſt Share for his own Uſe, 
to yalue,and to love himſelf, above all Man- 
, kind beſides; For he looks upon himſelf in 
the beſt, and upon his Neighbors in the 
worſt, Light. He hath a diſtin& View of 
their Imperfe&ions, without diſcerning any 
of their Virtues; and he fees nothing but 
Virtne at home, without perceiving any 
Failing there. The Vices of others he does 
not only cull out, bot aggravate and mag- 
nifie ; but for his own (if any ſuch he ac- 


knowledpes) he turns the other End of the 


Perſpedcive, and repreſents the bulkieff and 


moſt deformed of them all exceeding little, 


and ſuch as are ſcarce diſtinguiſhable. Hence 
it is, that there is ſcarce any Body fo diſfor- 
derly and extravagant, but he reckons him- 
ſelf more regular than his Neighbour. And 
let him be never ſo much out of the way, 
ſtill no Body is ſo right as he is in his own 
Eyes; becanſe Men are leaſt acquainted 
_ with their own State, and will not be 

brought to judge impartially concerning 5 


vn» CW $5 wy. yy. « . 


lightned by immediate Aa. ap yet 
t. 


be ſhould run, or 
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VI. The Sixth goes further yet. For by 
this unjuſt Preference of our ſelves, we come 
to affe&t new Ways of our own ; fly off from 
the Opinions and PraQicts of thoſe we de- 
ſpiſe , think it beneath our Wiſdom and 
exalted Virtue to keep the common Road ; 


| Abound in our own Senſe; and, inſtead of 


adhering and ſubmitting to Them, who 
ſpeak to us from God, conſult no. Oracle 
but that of private Judgment. No Noti- 
ons then are har ac of any value, but 
our own ; and we continue inflexibly deaf 
to every thing, except our own Reaſon or 
Prejudices. We uſurp an Authority of 
calling every thing into queſtion; brig it 
beforeus,try and ſentence it at the Bar of our 
own Opinion; and ſo become as falſe and as 


- peremptory in our Deciſions, as we are in- 
| ſolent and unjuſt in pretending a Kight of 


judging what does not properly come with- 


in our Commiſſion to judge. The true Be- 


liever does not proceed at this rate; _ He 


conſults God in all he does ; the Goſpel is 


his Standard, and he preſumes not to take 
one Step, without the DireQion of this 
faithful Guide. An Inſtance of this Humi- 
lity we have in St. Pax! ; who, though en- 


went up to Feruſalem, to conſult with St. Pe- 
rer, and others of Reputation in the Church, 
leſt (as himſelf ag i Gal. il.” 2.) by any means 
ad Nothing 

Is 
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is of greater Conſequence to a Chriſtian, 
than this Modeſty and Diſtruſt of ones own 
Determination in nice and difficult Caſes. 
The want of it is chargeable with all the 
Hereſjes, that have infeſted the Church, 
For, when once a Man 
beaten Track, to find out new By-paths of 
his own deviting, that Snbmiffion is 1o 
which Pride caſts off as an unſupportable 
Yoke. God hath no where promiſed the 
ſame Aſſiſtances to every private Man, 
* which the Church in general have reaſon to 
expe from him: And if any Irregularity 
np in that myſtical Body, this will not 
be ſufficient Warrant to rend it, and deſtroy 
its Unity by petnlant Separations. For the 
Evil of Schiſm, generally ſpeaking, is of 
more formidable Confequence, than that 
which Men run away from ; and Diviſion is 
more apt to.create or heighten the Diſeaſe, 
than it is to cure 1t, 

VI. A Seventh and higher Step yet is, a 
Spirit of Curioſity, which cannot but be 
WrONg, in all its Meaſures, becauſe it enter- 
tains no Notions above the ObjeRas of Senſe 
and Things of this World. Theſe Men will 
diſpute you World without end,concerning 
a future State : They examine every Arti- 
cle of Religion, with the” utmoſt Severity 
and Infolence of Criticks : They will needs 


diſcover what God hath thought fit to hide, . 


and undertake to know what they ought 
to 


forſakes the old 


gy Deena... 
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t0 remaia jn contented Ignorance of. They 


| hearken with too great Deference to their 
- own ſuppoſed wiſe RefleQions; and, in that 


Clearing of Points which they require, re- 
fuſe with a becoming Humility to ſubmit 
their own imperfeQ Reaſonings to the Wiſ- 
dom and Eternal Reaſon of Almighty God. 
Thus frequently falling into the Favlt of 
that Apoſtle, who overbora by a Spirit of 
Contradidtion and Unbelief, preſumed to 
impoſe Conditions upon him, to whoſe Au- 
thority he owed Submiſſion. Excepr I ſhall 


ſee in his Hands the Print of the Nails, and pat 


my Finger into the Print of the Nails, and thruft 
my Hand into his Side, I will not believe, 
John xx. 25. Such is that preſumptuous 
Boldneſs Men affe , when they would 
quench the purer Light of Faith ; for whea 
once Men are full of themſelves, and leag 


| too much to their own Underſtandings, no- 


thing ever ſatisfies them; nay, they ſtart 
new Opinions in the Scruples and curious 
Enquiries indulged by them ; $£ a rmicem 
new Ways and Methods, new redire capir mn 
Dire&tors and Reaſonings, and 7 **! Some 
ſomewhat out of the common n. de Grad. 
Road is ever aimed at, becauſe Hu 
old and vulgar Truths and Solutions of Dif- 
ficvlties are grown into Contempt. Men 
are greedy to fill their Heads with Novelties 
and Notions, which contribute more to per- 
plex the Mind, than to advance 'of heal 
| the 
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the Underſtanding : They ſeek not {0 much 


for Inſtruction as for Delight and Enter- 
tainment in their Studies ; and an Errour. 


freſh out of the Mint hath the advantage of 


. a ſtale Truth; as if This-were the worſe 
for wearing, or it were an Excellence to. 


think differently from thoſe that went be- 
fore us. We pretend to ſeek the ſame 
Thing and to go the ſame Way with our 
Anceſtors, but! yet we are beating out new 
Tracks in it. But the Prophet's Advice 
was otherwiſe ;, Srand ye in the Ways (ſays 


he) and ſee ;, and ak for the Old Paths, where. 


i the Good Way, and walk therein; and ye 
ſhall find reF#t for your Souls, (Jer. vi. 16.) *Tis 
the Temper of the World, and the parti- 
cular CharaQter of the Ape we live in, 
to love Novelty, and to reaſon eternally 
upon Matters above our Reaſon. The 
Truth is, We are too nice Philoſphers, and 
too little Chriſtians. 

VIII. The Eighth is a Diſlike of the 
Truth, which naturally proceeds from that 
vain Curioſity I have been ſpeaking of. Men 
are not ignorant of their Duty, but they 
are not in love with what they know. The 
ſmall remains of Faith, which enlighten the 
Underſtanding, are not ſtrong and bright 
enough to warm their Aﬀections. We ſpeak 
admirably well of God and Religion, with- 
out being at all moved with what we ſay. 
That which recommendsPiety to our eſteem, 

is 
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is the Noiſe it makes, the yo ng it 
cures, and- not the inward Graces ich, 
edifie ns; The Cauſe of this Irregularity 1 
take to'be The [Loving our 'Selves more 
than Truth. By this moſt terrible Seduce- 
ment it is, - that we believe the Hiſtory and 
Doarine of Jeſus Chriſt,. without believing 
the 'Rules'of Moralit he bath teft us; 'we 
can perſwade our ſelves of the- ſablinie 
Myſteries of Faith, but not of the moſt'ex- 
preſs Maxis in PraQtice. We make' mo 
queſtion of *the' Son of God's. taking our 
Fleſh upon him, but we cannot-ſubmitto' 
the Engagements this lays us under, of 
imitating his v te Homility and 
Conenge &- _ to' - rr 
Wonders tri o an the 
Unity ofthe Tolnetd which re beyond 
our Apo eq but we can by no 
means underſtand , ” that Greatntfs and 
Wealth are yer to our: Souls fatore 


Faith; and to lead the _— of ations 
a Heathens, under Zi Profeſſion Ws 
purs'a y Prin es.'as Thoſe of a 
Chriſtian- ure; ! | «'Man;on 
nant 

Gf. at liberty'not to'pri L | 
They: who do: otherwiſe, ate "1d: OY 
G Errour, .  -} 
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Errour from the Oppoſition between. the, 
Aﬀe&ions and the Underſtanding, That, 
which is evident to the Judgment, makes. 
no ſenſible Impreſſion upon the Heart, Agd: 
this Misfortune is a Step towards that which 
I am abont to mention next. 
IX. Which '1s, Niothly, An Univerſal 


Diſreliſh for .Piety and Spiritual Matters: 
There are. abundance LY Perſons, wha, 


though they: lead-nat vicious Lives, are.yes 
in the certain and ready Roadato Damaan 

tion. They arc not void of Defire and: In- 
clinatian to be ſaved ; but they are ſo/gi- 
ven up to a trifling Temper, that they live 
without Thought, andaever Boy them 
{lves in any fabltantial Buſ Their 


Minds:axe bog airy aud. ,FOvings, $0-06 Ccinddes 

ſeriouſly, and to ſet. heartily about thoſe 

things which. are neceſſary to. be done- ig 

AF to Salvatian: Nay, they. do many | 

Glogs that arc eſſential and neceſlary, but 

they dg them, without due Gonſideratian, 

They. Frequegt ;the Prayers gf: the Chyreh 
they. receive the Saorameat month- 

ly, they attcad. a Ba ley as they my 
tunity : tne na. a W 
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work ont their Salvation, becanſe they are 
not ſtayed enough to ſubmit'to think! or 
work at all. ' Plays dnd the Park, Diver- 
ſion and Mirth; Pleaſant Company, and an 
Entertaining "Book are nſually the things 
that take up. all their Time. us their 
whole Life runs off in naprofitable Lagoon" 
in Neg and Thoughtlefſneſsy ' A 
how free ſoever it. may be fromithe Re- 
proach of Men, yet it muſt needs be high- 
ly blameable with God. Becauſe they pers 
tealy loſe the End of Living; and ſpen& 
that Life in Idleneſs and-Pleaſure, which 
was deſigned for a conſtant and laborious 
Exercife of. their Virtue, aid «= painful 
perpetual Combat for the" obtaining that 
Crown,” which is given” to none, but them 
who” ſtrive lawfully, and perſevere; and 
are victorious over their Spiritual Enemies. 
This' want of Regard for ! their. Salvation 
brings ſuch Men by degrees to a Spirit of 
Lukewadrmaneſs and 'indifference in'the Uſe 
of 'the Holieſt Thinks. ' This renders all 
they. do''of no effe&'for obtaining Heaven 
and they are ruined, perfeQly for want « 
Concer whether they be ſaved or not: 
This is the Condition'iof moſt People of 
Quality": Even'Thoſe wnwng theut that live 
regtlarly and free fvom' Debauchery "yet 
tive caveleſly, | and without" any viſible re- 
gard for a fntare State." © They ure addia-" 
cd to. Vanity, and' reſolve to 'make Reli- 
G 2 glon 
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. .glon bend to their Humour : They damn 
themſelves by labouring to Model the Go- 
ſpel after their own Way, and to Recon« 
cile the Holy Rules there, with the Cor 
rupt Principles and Modes of the Age. And 
what can be expeted from a Proceeding ſo 
full of Contradi&ion; but that Confuſion 
threatned by the Prophet ( 7/as. xiii.) to 
thoſe who look ſometimes npward to Hea- 
ven, and ſometimes down to the Earth; and 
would fain joyn God and the World toge- 
ther ; even Trouble and Darknef, and Dime 
refs of Anguiſh, and being driven fi ll to greater 
Darknef. | 

X. The Tenth Errour , which uſually 
follows after thaſe already treated of, is a 
Beginning to Doubt of Things Men have 
formerly believed; and a fort of tottering 
Faith, which boggles and raiſes Scruples 
conceriling the moſt eſtabliſhed Truths of 
Religion, The Heart becomes groſs and 
carnal, and nothing but Darkneſs and Per- 
plexity preſents it ſelf to the Underſtand- 
ing. Men now ceaſe to obſerve the Hand 
of God in the ſeveral Occurrences of Hu- 
mane Life ; they look no higher than them- 
ſelves; they enjoy Proſperity, and undergo 
Adverlity,without confidering by whoſe ap- 
pointment they come upan them. Thus they 
never trace the and Evil Accidents 
back to their true Original - Cauſe ; which 
wakes it difficult for them to diſcern and 

| acknow- | 


every Man's great Concern. Tt25 © 
acknowledge that Almighty Hand ; Which 
keeps it (elf ont of ſight in the moſt won- 
- derful Diſpenſations toward Mankind, that 
it may leave room for, the Exerciſe of a 
Chriſtian's Faith. Sometimes indeed Men 
wilfully ſhut their Eyes, and*'will not ſee 
the Author of thoſe things that happen to 
them : For it is God, who by the Bitterneſs 
of Affliction teaches Man that Wiſdom, 
which the Sweets of Proſperity diſpoſe him 
either not 'to attend to at all, or very 
quickly to forget. So that our God is e- 
qually to be praiſed and adored , when he 
wounds, as when he heals. Becauſe every 
ſort of Events is ordained by Him for the 
Eternal Advantage of his Faithful Servants, 
From queſtioning the Providence of. God, 
Men come by degrees to doubt his Juſtice. 
* Aud, not content to ſettle their Faith upon 
ſtated and ordinary Methods, they require 
Miracles to build their Hopes upon. 'Thus | 
imitating that extravagant Zeal of the rich 
Man in Torments,- ( Luke xvi.) whodeſired 
a Meſſage from the Dead for the Converſion 
of his Brethren. They expe&t that God 
ſhould be ſtill more clear and expreſs, in 
the Revelations of Himſelf, and the| Way 
to Heaven. I know not (ſay they) what he 
would have me do; God hath never decla- 
red Himſelf to Me in particular. | How 
Man! not declared Himſelf! Why, Eve- 
ry Creature is thy Monitor ; and He ſpeaks 
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126 | SALVATION =: 
to thee in all thou ſteſt and feeleſt. Theſe 
are his Voice, and a loud one it is, to all 
who are diſpoſed to hear and be awakened 
by it. If you attend not to him ſpeaking 
1n the Scriptures, in the Creation, in the 
Works'of Providence, neither would you 
hearken to purpoſe; though he ſhould con» 
deſcend to ſpeak immediately from Hea- 
ven; Particular Revelations are liable to 
the ſame Objections and Diſappoiatments, 
with thoſe that are General. And if you 
make no Improvement of thoſe Advanta- 
ges, which Reaſon and Faith. have given 
you already. neither would you grow bet- 
ter by any of thoſe imaginary Helps, which 
you fondly propoſe for your more effectual 
Convition. | . 4 
XI. The Eleventh is Diſtruſt and Difcon- 
ragement in Religion, the natural Conſe- 
uence of Doubt and Scruple ; A Temper 
like thoſe Diſciples, who upon our Lord's 
Death laid aſide their Hopes, that i” we 
He , who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, (Luke 
xxiv.) Faith isa Chriſtian's proper Strength; 
and when this languiſhes, Hope decays and 
dies, and every thing appears difficult and 
inſupportable., For the Mind , being no 
longer ſuſtained with the Proſpe& of fu- 
ture Good, faulters and droops. The Way 
of Virtue ſeems frightful, the leaſt Hard» | 
ſhips beat a Man back again ; That which 
was once a Motive turns to a Terror, =_ 
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his Salvation is thought impoſſible, becauſs = 
he ſees his Daty = on the derk-and dif- 
ficult ſide z- and falls inſen6bly-into a Hor- | 
rour-and Averſion for all Spiritnal Things. 
This is an Errour very common among Per- 
ſons deeply engaged in the Buſineſs. of the 
World : They 'form. to themſclves - very 
terrible Idea's of Religion, and the Diffi- 
culties attending it , From s falſe Notion. 
they have entertained of Chriftman- Perfe- 
ion, Religion indeed is difficalt and a 
very formidable Uni{ertaking to ſome Per- 
ſons, but then it is to ſuch only'as want 2 
vigorous Faith, and ſuch a Perſwafion of 
future Rewards as: ſhould enable them to 
perſevere in #t. - For Hope, 'which-is the 
Anchor and Support: of Chriſtians, muſt 
needs grow wedkbah; /in proportion as Faith 

abates. And i regard this Want of Faith 
difpoſes Men to Took upon the good Things 
of the preſent Life under -the Quality of 
real and laftihg Good; and apon-the Hap- 
Pineſt of another State, as a Good in Ima- 


P 


gination an& Expettation only ; it is not . ./ 


to be wondred, that Men thus prepoſſeſs'd, 
cannot preyail with themſelves to part with 
the periſhing Riches of this World, in ex- - 
change for the incorruptible Treaſbres of 


_ the next. From this falſe ems nmr 


Wiſdom - Men reſolve to hold faſt what” 


they are poſſeſs'd of in preſent + and'think 4 


themſelves no longer Strangers and Pil-: . 
G.. 4. 7 


S. %; 
«4h, s 1 


pry? 


A ES {ns | "I as 
128 SALVATION | 
grims, but Citizens and ſetled Inhabitants, 
upon Earth, For the Inſenſibility and Dif- 
reliſh of Heavenly Things, naturally pro- 
duces an Inordinate Love of the World.  - 
X1I. And That is the Twelfth dange- 
_ Tous Errour, which St. Grego- 
Non ry takes notice of *, as conſiſt- 
vite preſetis Ing in an irregular Fondnefs 
Zante amore cn for our own Perſons and pre» 
femper apperas ſent State, Men think of no- 
wvivere, quate> thing but living on ; and all 
wivendi curſwn the Care and Thought they 
nanguamdejide- are capable of, is employed 
rap aire. | 7. on this purpoſe. They are al- 
ways caſting about what may 
condnce moſt to their Health; and the 
Mind is entirely taken up 1n, the Preſer- 
vation of this Body, which, if they could 
prevent it, ſhould never die or decay. To 
| this we owe that general Negle@ of thoſe - 
Auſterities and neceſlary Mortifications , 
which Religion enjoyns. Faſtings and Pray- 
ers are ſparing]y uſed; The Tenderneſs Men 
expreſs for their Bodies, and the Cruelties 
they are guilty of to their Souls, are both 
alike unconceivable. We uſe wonderful 


>. Precaution for an ill State of Health, or a 


weak Conſtitution ; |but the Diſeaſes and 
Wounds of our Conſciences we take no 
care to heal. And the falſe and ſenſyal 
Love of our Selves, which: is our govern- 
ing Principle, makes us conſider every this 
with - 
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with regard only to our Perſons ; and to 
chuſe or refuſe it, as it may contribute to 
' our Strength, our Beauty, our Pleaſure, 
or Preſervation of the outward Man in 
good Caſe. Thus we fancy we ſhall never 
die, by declining to think of, and to pro- 
vide for, Death. We hope to live for 
ever, and from thence accuſtom our ſelves 
to think we ſhall do ſo in good earneſt. The 
People of this Temper look upon. Time, 
which is perpetually in motion, as a ſtable 
thing, which will always abide with them ; 
and imagine their ſhort Continuance in this 
World to be a laſting and naalterahlc 
Settlement. They think they are cut out 
for a longer Stage of Life. than others ; 
Meaſuring their Probabilities of fulfilling 
it, by no other Rule than that of their own 
Deſires; And this extended Line of Life 
they ſtretch to a ſort of Immortality ; thus 
dreaming of wild Chimera's, and living as 
if they were never to die. For all Refle- 
ions of Death they put far from them, as 
Thoughts uneaſie and interrupting to their | 
Enjoyments ; and 6 give themiclyes no 
manner of trouble in providing for that 
ja are ers 4 upon which their Etergal 
Concerns muſt be' determined,” ln ſhort, 
All the Induſtry and' Application of thefe 
Perſons aims at nothing elfe but the ſecu- 
ring and Lyrup as. heir abode here be- 
low. And we ſee bt old in Buſi- 
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neſs, and Care, without any Fear fo great, 
as that their Hands ſhonld not be full, ; 

leſt any Interval of Leiſure ſhould leave 
their Thoughts at liberty to. be employec 

- about Dying. They forget. their true Na 
tive Country, that they may find Opporty« | 
nities of lengthening their Exile-in a Fo- 
reign One. And, by being over-ſollicitous 
for-a Temporal Life, they loſe the Ineſti- 

| mable Jewel of an Eternal One. But Woe 

\ be to this Fatal Seducement ! for Chriſt 
hath told us in the Goſpel, that He who 
loves bu Life above his Duty, ſhall certainly 
boſe it, This unhappy Miſmanagement ne- 
ceſſarily expoſes Men to dying unprepared ; 
For how can he but be ſurpriſed, who never. 
thinks of dying, and is ſure to be ſnatched 
out of the World ſooher than he expeQted ? 
And how ſhould they make any tolerable 
Proviſion for this moſt important Change, 
who either baniſh all Conſiderations of it 
from their Minds, and die as igſenſible of 
their latter End as they lived ; or never. 
ſubmit to think of it, till they are diſabled 
from thinking at all to any purpoſe ? This 
is the Caſe of the Debauched and Diſſolute, 
bardned in Wickedneſs, and old in Lewd- 


neſs ,. They have Tome falſe . [ReoFApces 

of Remorſe and $4 eye when they come 

to die, þut none of thoſe fincere leatings, 
e Repentance. 


which attend upon'trae. ; 
outward Marks of Grief which they ex- ; 
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| preſs, are. frequently the: Effects of Fear, 


occaſioned by the frightful Proſpe& of ap- 
proaching Death : And if they happen to 
recover, thoſe Terrours wear off with the 
Diſcaſe,, and * they are the ſame hard 
Wretches as before. So juſt reaſon had 
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to what would be hereafter. But what.was 
our Maſter's Reply ? Te know not what ye ach. 
You talk of Thrones and Kiggdoms, bnt 
how improperly, To Me, who propoſe no- 
thing elſe to my Diſciples,. but dp. | 
and Self-denial, Taking up the Croſs, a 
Laying down their Lives, when God and 
Duty require it ? Is This a Time to think 
of being Great, | when I your Lord debafe 
and empty, and make my ſelf ſo Little ? 
The Severity. of the Reproof ſhews the 
Greatneſs of their Errour; and how exore 
bitant a Deſire thoſe Men cheriſh, who, like - 
Them, ſet their Hearts upon the World, 
and are eager and intent upon Earthl 
Greatneſs, when all the while they pro 
a Religion, which teaches them to aſpire 
after no Greatneſs, no Promotion, but m 
Heaven only. The People of the Jews, 
who are ſtiled in the Goſpel, the Children 
of the Kingdom, were yet caſt out by their 
Father, becauſe being fillgd with the Spirit 
of this World, they formed to themſelves 
a Meſſiah, upcn the Model' of their own 
Vanity, and made him great after the Man- 
ner and Pomp of this preſent State of 
Things. And, in truth, nothing can be 
more dired@ly. oppoſite to the Temper of a- 
Chriſtian , than Ambition and Covetouſ- - 
neſs, in a Religion, whoſe main Deſign it is 
_ to inculcate Humility and Contempt of the 
World. Theſe Deſigns of raiſing _ 
an 
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and Families are uſually the Bane of Souls, 
The Splendour of the Great blinds their 
Judgments, or debauches their Principles. 
But, if ſuch have any Faith or Religion left, 
let them conſider the Heighth of their Sta-- 
tion with Fear and Trembling, remembring 
what Engagements this lays upon them. For 
there is nothing ſo. caſie as to abuſe Plenty 
and Greatneſs; nor atiy thing -more diffi- 
cult, than to fatisfie in all Points thoſe ſe- 
veral Duties and Opportunities of doing 
Good, which ſuch a Condition requires 
and furniſhes Men with, | 
Laſtly. The Miſery and very Extremity 
of Errogr, is when Men make | - | 
that Errour a Matter of Pride Taws r# Ger 
ry in their Folly.and Blind- ts. Av- 


neſs. They take a Pleaſure in = "gp 


going Aſtray, becauſe their. 
Heart is vitiated , and there is no/ Light 


left in their Underſtandings. This Is very 


uſual with Meg who fit ' themſelyes to be - 
impoſed upon by the glittering Appearances 
of temporal Advyantapes. 'They run,like Lo- 
vers in diſtraQion , after earthly Vanities ; 
and, proceeding ob the miſtaken Princi- 
ples of corrupt Fleſh and Blood, they ho- 
nour Vice with the Name” of Virtue, and 
ſtigmatize Virtne with: tht opprobrious 
CharaQers of Vice. The Care to provide 
for another World they ridicyle for Weak: 
| gh pro 
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neſs and Cowardice; and a hardned Cons 
tempt of Heaven and Hell they would. paſs 
upon the World for Courage, aid Wit, and 
good Senſe. But Io ro them (ſays the Pro» 
phet) who thus call Evil Good, and Good Evil, 
who put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Dark- 
neſs, that oo ut Bitter for Sweet, and. Sweet for 
Bireer , (lfai. v. 20.) Such. was the Per- 
verſneſs of thoſe chief Prieſts, who were 
prond to think, that nang of the Scribes or 
Phariſees, the Men of Quality and Reputa- - 
tion had believed in Jeſus, (Fohn vii.) Euch 
that of þ- ws Chriſta in the laſt Lee 


/forha was ft ” 
cows the Wo ee Baluen ths Son va Boſor, who 
loved the W, ages of .Unr1 Limit, Whoſe 
Fudgment now of # long time liugrerb not, and 
their Damnation [ls th. nor... E. very Pa- 
tience of God, by which he forbears them ; 
His ſeeing theit' wicked, Aftions,' and hold- 
ing his Peace; thoſe Boyels 0 'Long-ſuf- 
as, ,. and ten 5 NR: by. which be 
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in ſuſpending ſuch Mens Puniſhment, during 
this Seaſon of Tryal and Merey ; the more 
ſevere, and terrible. will the Execution of 
his Judgments be, when that time of Mer- 
cy is expired, and the Rigours of his Ju- 
ſtice take place. Their DeſtruQtion too is 
irretrievable, and paſt remedy, becauſe they 
are in love with Ruine, hate thoſe that la- 
dour to undeceive them, and think nothing 23 
ſo troubleſom, ſo infupportable,.as the Re- . 
bukes, and wholſom Admonitions, | given 
them for the good of their Souls. _ 
Theſe are the Seducements and Falſe 
Meaſures moſt uſual with Them, who for- 
ſake the Way of Salvation. When once.a 
Man is. out of the right Road, every.Step 
he takes is for the worſe; and oneAlitake 
draws on an iafiaite Train of more and 
greater. . But ſince imprudent Men are ex- 
treamly ſubje& rather to change than to 
corred their Erroors, by log td A NEW 
while they are runaing away from-an-OlW 
one; therefore 1 think it neceſſury inthe 


8 


liable, when.endeayouring 


ſelves, and return into that right Way a- | 
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 Eryrours to be avoided in Correfting our 
Erroars. 


I. FF He Sinner is not of himſelf ſenſible, 
that he goes aſtray : He wanders 
wide, and perceives it not, till enlightaed 
by Grace. This diſcovers to him the gaod 
Way he forſakes; This inſpires him with 
Reſolutions of returning into it. But even 
that Reſolution many times proves no bet- 
ter than a new Errour. Men ſatisfe them- 
ſelves with reſolving well, and ſtop there : 
And even thoſe Reſolves are only the faint 
Mong of a languiſhing Deſire, like that 
of Solomon's Sluggard, who wills and wills 
not ; ſuch as ſpends it ſelf in idte Wiſhes, 
the Multitnde whereof diſtraQts and ſtifles- 
his beſt Intentions. They are continually _ 
putting off _ gn babar , as 3s Aus 
 Fuſtin obſeryes *, who was 
Frag remade, for deferring all till to Mor- 
ſed —_—_— row. The Concern of their 
do ww "#2228 Souls is eſteemed one of thoſe 
1.8.c.s uneaſie things, which, in ten» 
_quamdiu Nw derneſs to their own Quiet, 
O T0, are they baniſh as much as they 
ey rh id. can out of their Thoughts. 
; | ' Even the Making of their Will 
- takes place before the Setting their Con- 
: i ſcience 
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ſcience in order : All their other Aﬀairs A: 
are taken care of betimes,. but as for Con- 
verſion and; Salvation, Theſe are reſerved 
for Old Age; and Men give themſelves to. 
God, when the World will have no more 
to do with them. Nay, when they are ad- 
- vanced- fo far as a peremptory Reſolution - 
of Amendment, yet even then this Reſo- 
lution is in effec vain and unconſtant, and - 
deceitful-: They accuſe, and they juſtifre 
themſelves: They condemn their paſt Fol- 
lies, and immediately contrive Excuſes for 
them ; They would renounce Sin, and yet 
they would not ; they a& in contradiction 
to themſelves, and give their Tongues and 
Hearts the Lye *.; Several- 91 
fair Pretences they form to | 
. themſelyes, ſeveral weighty - Gregor. 
ObſtruQtions they labour: un- 
der, and profeſs to lament : 
Well, ( ſay they ) Thu Soul of 
mine mud} be taken care of: And | 
* HI OP De- my po 
igning it is of no conſequence 
anleſs it be accompliſhed ; and "m8 
thus themſelves frequently tell themſelves; 
But all to. very little purpoſe. For Life runs 
off in the midſt of theſe airy Intentions, 
and Death ſurpriſes them, before they have 
done any thing at all-in the Matter. - At 
the bottom, their Deſires are for a Good 
Life here, and Heaven hereafter ; —_— | 
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1238 :Sarvarion | 
boggle 'at the Trouble which muſt n_ 
them ; They have ſome good Motions, 'biit 

ſuch as are oppoſed" and overpower'd* 
vitions Inclinations; They likewiſe q 
themſelves with ſome Efforts of a ſuperficla 
Repentance, but it is ſuch as lyes more ih 
the Head than the Heart ; and they depend 
wpon ſome little outward Reformation, 
without purgitig the inward Parts, or- oing 
to the Root of the Diſeaſso, All this'is but 
a Round of Deſires; Ay imaginary Con- 
verſion, but at the 'fame time's State of 
real and ſubſtantial Faults. Sometimes they 
begin well, but end il}. If |they change 
their Behaviour, this Alteration is 'mang- 
ged, more according to the Inconſtancy of 
their own Mind, 'than by Obedience to the 
Spirit of God. weil is ſtitÞthe ſame. 
And all this pretended Recovery is only a 
Shifting of the Diſeaſe. | Such is the Con- | 
dition of moſt Men, whoſe Hearts are di- 
vided between:God and the World ; :'and | 
would fain cleave to the one, without for- | 
ſaking the. other. | 

IT. The Second: Errour opon this Occa- 

ſion is a vitious ſort of Shame, which ſup- 
preſſes the beſt Deſires and Intentions, and 
checks all Thoughts of Returnin hag Con, 
when a Man hath gone Aſtray fi 
time already. This miſtaken Modeſty © 
like the Dragon in St. John, which is de- |} 
(cribed ſtanding nay to derour the _ | 
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of Light as ſoon as it was born. :\ Men ſtand 
ont againſt-all haly Motions, and drop therr 
Del TI —_— wretched 
ooliſh Concern, whack: they. to 

have upon the account of __— call 
their Friends; to whom their Condu@ ought 
to be juſtified, and who, they are deſirons, 
ſhould ſee that they maintain their Chara- 
Aer. Thus did Yidorinus (as nd LEE 
St. Auguſtin relates) ſtand 1: rebarar offends 
Awe of his Friends, and no» 74d #pucns 
thing ſtuck with him more m- . rubaie heats. 
his Converſion, than the Ap- - Aug-l.8. Cont. 
prehenſion of giving Them | 
Offence. How many once. well-intended 
rarer none rag pron 
y by being orver- y the imaginary 

Terrours of this miſtaken Prudence ?. How 
many Souls have been loſt, 'by ſubmitting 
to the Tyranny of that vain Thought, Wha 
will People ſay of ne ? and by continuing 
Slaves to the Opinion of the World, rather 
than applying themſelves ſeriouſly to-conſk- 


der the Weight and Neceſſity of their Du- | 


ty? This ridiculous Cantion is the Hj + 
way to eternal Deſtrution. It hindred the . 
Converſion of the Jews, who could not 
have a due Regard for the Son of God .and 
his Do&rin, becauſe:they had fo exceſiivea 
One for the Honour and Praiſe of Men. . 3 
This makes Men obſtinate-and tenacious in .. * 
their Errours.; They think their Chara/2or 
| an 


\ 
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and Honour concern'd to perſiſt in the 
Wrong, rather than own themſelves ina 
Miſtake. This is the Bane of thoſe wretche 
ed People, who have ſpent all their 'Days 
in Extravagance and Debauchery, They 
count it better and more creditable to Die 
hard, than to give the World occaſion to 
talk of their Change; becauſe indeed com- 
mon Opinion is the Rule they govern theme, 
ſelves by. They go on in their own Ways, 
meerly becauſe they have done ſo a great 
while, and been bred, and lived all along 
in them. They are come to Years of Di- 
ſcretion, and becauſe they ought to have 
been Wiſe ſooner, they reſolve now never 
to be ſo at all. It is too late they think to 
| Mend, and leſs Diſgrace to be. Damned, 
than to begin a good Work, when their 
Life is almoſt at an End. And bring them- 
ſelves they cannot to undeceive others, with 
whom they have converſed ſo many Years, 
- by acknowledging their Errours, and unde- 
ceiving nes "1 | 
II. A Third ſort of miſtaken Men there 
are, who are able to conquer the Weakneſs 
and Irreſolution of their own Minds, and 
can deſpiſe the Opinion and Cenſure of the 
World, but they take falſe Meaſures, and 
ſet out wrong. "They think themſelves ſafe, 
and yet are out of the Way, becauſe they 
take the Shadow and Appearance of Virtue 
for the Thing it ſelf; They form to _ 
elves 


N 
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fe]ves a falſe Righteouſneſs; and that which 
they depend upon deceives them inthe End. 
According to that Obſervationof the wiſe 
Man, (Prov. xvi. 25.) There i « Way which 
ſeemeth right unto a Man, but the End thereof 
are the Ways of Death. They entertain falſe 
Notions of Faith, and Religion, and the - 
Fear of God, and Repentance, and Humi- 
, lity, and Devotion, and even of Reaſon 
it ſelf: And for want- of true: Principles, 

they ſet up to themſelyes ſach as are emp-' 

ty and imaginary. Theſe Men are irregy- 

lar by Rule; and ſettle their Conſcience 

upon Intereſt, and Paſſion, and carnal Con- 
ſiderations. They expe& to find Life in 

the Region of Death; and think they ſub- 

mit to the Law of , while in troth 

they only follow their own Humour, and - 

ſet off Vice with a ſpecious Colour of Vir- 

tue, Thus the fine Ladies vindicate their 
Luxury and Vanity, by a Pretence that 

theſe things are what the World expeQs 
from People of their Quality. Thus Sape- 
TIOursS Ca oe re an imperious Spirit, 

a Love of Diſcipline and neceſſary Severi- 

ty. For there 1s nothing ſo extravagant, 
which at this rate may not be juſtified by 
an Appearance of Duty ; nor any Manage- 
mertt fo vicious , that ſome Pretence may 
not be found to cover or to/recommend it. 
Men frame a Scheme of Morality which 
ſhall comply with every thing ; aad mw 
' | their 
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their Conſciences to ſuch a paſs, that no 
ſort of Evil ſhall give them Diſquiet. Every 
rid Zealot finds out ſome Art and Mes. 
thod, to refine his Hypocrifie. Ill Humour 
paſſes for Sincerity, Cenſorionſneſs for Zeal, 
and all manner of Wickedneſs is not only 
excuſed, but even ſanified. The moſt fu- 
rionſly Paſſionate Man alive is not without 
ſome Arguments to defend the Violence of 
his Rage. Every \thing is falſe and out 
of order in the Minds of 'Men |thns cor- 
rupt in their Principles. When they: are 
afraid to offend God ,, this Fear proceeds 
not from the Crime, .but from the Pn- 
niſhmegt of 'Sin. + The pretended: Reprop- 
ches' of Conſcience are'no other than the 
Terrours -natural to: the Danger of their 
Condition. When they accuſe themſclves 


of Folly and confeſs their Sins, This Re> | 


morſe 1s in their Mouth and Words only, 
without any fincere Indignation, or Repens 
tance in the Heart. They imagin ther 
Wounds healed, while they are ft1l bleed- 
ing: and green. It is not the Goſpel they 
believe and ſubmit to in the Exerciſe of 
religious Duties ; but their own Imaginas 
tion, which Models the Articles .of Faith 
according to its fancifpl Scheme: within : 
- and believes ans practices juſt what the Per 
ſon hath a mind to. Thus is the Caſe. of 
that falſe Devotion, and thoſe plcaſing'Sa- 
tisfaftions in approaching to God, _ 
CN | ahic 
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which. Men amuſe their own_Souls : when 
all the, while theſe are mot. the Effe&t of Pic-. 
_ ty, but the. Inventions of their own Mind, 
and the Conſequence of their T and 
particular” Conflitutipn, A Life thus led 
is no better than a long Scene of habitual 
Errour and Deceit ; and Men are led into a 
Fool's Paradiſe at laſt, while they impoſe 
upon their -own Judgments, but cannot 
with all their Artifice mock or impoſcupon 
Almighty God. © 
IV. The Fourth is that Vani , which 
inſinuates it ſelf even into the m 'Solemn 
and Holy Exerciſes of Religious Duties. 
dag yain-glorious Man loves Ugrtue that 
-get Reputation. by it : 'He denies 
hong ; and abandons all , bat even: this 
Mortification! he values and is exalted np= 
on ; He :fometimes conceals bimſelf with 
great Indnſtry, bat. it'is with'a Deſign of 
. being more: publickly known. For how: 
many-Arts does : Pride nc, i or -what' Form 
will it not take to-ſhew: it ſelf 2, Every Mo- 
tion of the :Soul ſerves to di at. By 
this We take a Hberty of cenfuring the Be- 
haviour of Others, 'as ſoon as we bave 
brought our own to be ſomewhat | 
and cannot content ;oor ſelves wid nd brig 
Innocent; :without prefuming to 
ſcatence: ſeverely 'tvery; blameabls ing 
thet comes 'in:our: way; -- Thus, if we have © 
mo or.worldly Inclications, —— wr 2 
aboun | 
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- abound with Uncharitableneſs and Spiritual 


Pride ; Even our Modeſty .is vain, our Hy- 
mility tainted with -intolerable Preſump« 


tion, and our greateſt Virtues fall of Oſten» 
 __ _ tation. The fooliſh Virgins in 
ol 7»; the Parable, who were blind- 
am for expe- ed with a falſe Confidence in 
farnten hdr, the Purity of their State, were 
neurunr.Greg. found at their Lord's coming 
Hom, 12-in _ to want Oyl/in their Lamps. 
"5 That ſecret Pride, which ren- 
der'd them impure'in God's Eyes, was con- 
cealed till they came to die.; but then it 
turn'd to ſo ſad an Account, that all their 


Chaſtity guld not compenſate for it. Now: 
the trueBelicver is not vain-glorious or (clf- . 
conceited ;. he labours to-recommend him- - 


ſelf to the Approbation of Alena Godz 


he obſerves the conſtant Depe ce _ | 
cells 


His Mercy in which he lives; her very 
ſible, that were. he not ſupported by that 


- mighty Hand, he ſhould fall every Moment 5 


And his Converſation is pure and acceptable 


throughout, becauſe it '1s entirely Modeſt 


NMR Ns macs vor and jen gt 
Ry #4 --- the peculiar Danger of the 
= pal he Vice we have been ſpeaking 


or ejjeeri#3 4 of ; that virtuous -Men are 


©" ſame witin, © * moſt expoſed to it. For wheres 
bro Art: other ll Qualrmties''are!ins 
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" every Man's great Concern. 145 
cate in their own kind, This is a ſort of 
heterogenious ProduQtion , and is created 
and cheriſhed only by good ones. 

V. The Fifth Errovor incident to Men in 
the Reformation of their Lives, is Self- 
" love; which prevails to that Degree, that 
they follow their own Inclinations, when 
they pretend moſt to follow the Will of 
God. Nay even when we our ſelves ima- 
zine, that our Intentions are ſet upon O- 
bedience to his Commands, our Intereſts, 
and Inclinations, and private Proſpects 
are the Principles that govern ns: and we 
only walk in our own ways, when we ap- 
pear to our” ſelhes and others, to walk in 
His. Thus did that covetous King of 1/reel, 
who did his own will in reſerving the [moſt 
part of the Amalekites Treaſure for Booty 
while he imagined himſelffulfilling the Will 
of God indeſtroying the Perſons,(1 Sem.xv.) 
Men often ſeek for God with a defign to 
ſind Themſelves; and go to Him, only that 
tiey may take him in their way home again. 
The Faſtings, the Mortifications, the ſo- 
lemn Feſtivals, and ceremonious Applica- 
tions of his own People heretofore he de- 
clared his Indignation againſt for this Rea- 
ſon, becauſe in the Days of their Faf# they 
found Pleaſure , and regarded themſelves 
much more than Him, (fas. lviii.) | 

Thus it is, that Men form to themſelves 
Schemes of PerfeQtion, and new Ways of 

: H Sal- 
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Salvation, in agreement with their own 
Humour and Opinion. Our ſelves are what 
we often ſeek even in Devotion it ſelf; 
we impute that to Religion which/proceeds 
from our ſelves ; and give Countenance and 
Authority to our private Fancies, by pre- 
tending that venerable Name, and deriving 
their Original from God. We profeſs to 
ſeek his Glory, in things whoſe true End 
1s toderve our own Intereſt and Reputation. 
For after a}, Virtue taken abſtracedly, and . 
ſeparate from the gainful Conſequences of 
it, hath but a very poor ſhare in our In- 
tentions and Deſires. Men love the Ad- 
vantages and the Pleaſure df a retired and ' 
devont Life, more than the Piety of it; 
Thert are ſome ſecret Views of Honour, 
and Credit, which, though the World per- 
ceive not, yet the Perſon himſelf is very 
tenderiy affected with, even then when he 
had renounced all ſelfiſh and worldly Con- 
fiderations. And the reaſon why they ſtill 
continue to move him, 1s becanſe Self. was 
at the bottom ol that very IE 
_ And thus, asSt. Augrſtine ſays 

vitar, qui» They who are rr from 
cung; plivda- Juſtice and Truth, yet would 
V4: wm fain appear to the World to 
ef vali Coal follow them; and that they 
vl EG may do ſo, whatever Meaſures 


they think fit to take, they call them by the 
Names of Juſt and True. | 


Theſe 
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Theſe ſeem to be the principal, and moſt 
dangerons Errours, by which Men are miſ- 
guided ia thew Way to Salvation. - But the 
ſincere and judicious Chriſtian, who ſhall 
honeſtly and faithfully ſound his Conſcience 
to the bottom, -and by frequent Examination 
endeavour to-di{cover the deceitfol Depths 
of his own Heart, will find no doubt a great 
many more than I have, -or could peſhibly 
have, taken expreſs notice of. He' will 
there find his greateſt Purity blemiſhed 
with impure Defigns of Intereſt and Vanity. 
He will plainly ſee, that what paſſes upon 
Him and Others for Piety, is but to@ 0 
nothing better then faHe and worldly Wiſ- 
dom ; and that his moſt difiatereſted Love 
of God, does at laſt reſolve it ſelf into =. 


Principle of '$eMf-preſervation, and a fervile \ | 


Dread of Divine Juſtice; Thus if he ſet him- 
ſelf in good earneſt to unfold all the intri- 
cate Windings of his Soul, ſomewhat 'of 
Connterfeit and baſe Alloy will be diſcover- 
cd in every Virtue, and a World-of '/Diſſi- 
mulation'in all his Vices. For what Weak- 
neſs, what Deceit is it, that the Heart of 
Man is not ſubject to? If he be humble 

his Humility is like Saz['s, who ſubmitted 
himſelf before God, 'but deſired at the ſame 
time, that the Prophet-would do him Ho-. 
nour before the People, (1 Sam. xv.) If 

his Hands are innocent, his Heart js depra- 
ved ;'If he have Zeal and Warmth, he wants 
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Perſeverance in Goodneſs; if he be Pious, he 
iS Proud and Preſuptuous.too ; If he be ont- 
wardly ſtri&t and regular. that fair Appear- 
ance covers a World of inward Irregulari- 
ties, which he neither correQs, nor perhaps 
diſcerns in himſelf. 1t is uſual to obſerve 
many Men zealous in their Intentions, who 
yet are led aſtray into falſe Meaſures by a 
Jurking Hypacrifie, which they conceal both 
from themſelves, and from thoſe who have 
| the Guidance and Care of theirSouls. Some 
again we may meet with, who are eternally 
_ perplexing themſelves with freſh Scruples ; 

who meaſure their Virtues by their Doubts, 
take no other Proſpect of their Duty , but 
that which repreſents to them the Dangers 
and Difficulties of doing well : that fall by 
an indiſcreet Fear of falling, and ſuffer them- 
Jelves to be vanquiſhed, before ever they 
., engage the Enemy. What ſhall I fay of- 
thoſe Men, who in Matters of Religion, 
ſtick cloſe to the Letter which kills with-' 
ont attending to the Spirit that giveth Life ? 
They vainly affect a rigorous ExaQneſs in 
all the Forms and ſolemn AQts of Virtue,and 
are wretchedly negligentin thoſe inwardand 
ſubſtantial parts, wherein the very Soul and 
true Eſſence of Chriſtianity iſts. They. 
depend uponthe outward Obſervation and 
Exerciſe of Devotion, and think this will 
carry them to Heaven, while they continue 
in the manifeſt NegleR or Breach of —_ 

M- 
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Commandments; They make new Syſtems of 
Morality, and forſake the Dire&ions of the 
Goſpel ; They are+killed in the Virtues of 
Angels, and remain ignorant in thoſe which 
concern Menand Chriſtians; They renounce 
thoſe Duties which are proper to their re- 
ſpeRive Capacities, and apply themſelves to 
ſuch as are indifferent, and forreign to their 
Condition ; Their Notions are ſevere, but 
their Converſation looſe and negligent; they 
chooſe the ſafeſt ſide in commoa Buſineſs, but 
in Concerns of Religion follow the ſlendereſt 
Probabilities. What ſhall we think again of 
that infinite number of People, who follow 
their Saviour, as Sheep do their Shepherd, 
withont hearing his Voice; or of the many 
more who hear that Voice without under- 
ſtanding it ; or of the many more ſtill, who 
underſtand what they ought to do; but donot 
what they know they ought to do? In a word, 
What can we think of Them, who trouble 
themſelves about their Neighbours Aons, 
and ſee diſtinaly what becomes Others, but 
never regard their own Duty, nor conſider 
what Obligations lye upon their Conſcience ; 
that profeſs a paſſionate Concern for other 
Peoples Danger, but take no Care to ſecure 
their own Salvation ; that are wiſe and di- 
ſcerning in Their Buſineſs, but ſtupid and 
blind in theirown? Theſe are ſo many, and 
ſuch a multitude of like Errovurs are to be ' 
found in the World, that it were endleſs but 
to mention them particularly. H 3 But 
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But the moſt deplorable Errour of all is, 
when Men give themſelyes up to the lead- 
ing of ſuch Guides, as are themſelves Wan- 
derers from the right Way: And this is a 
Misfortune, which ſometimes happens to 
thoſe, who have been ſo happy as to keep 
their Minds difingaged from all the former 
Seducements. Some Perſons there are very 
zealous and ſincere in their Defires and En- 
deayours for Salvation, who yet| continue 
in the broad Way to DeſtraQion, becauſe 
they follow thoſe that lead them wrovg, 
The fault St. Chry/oſtor: finds with the Jews, 
( Hom. in Marth. Ser, 4.) is even 1n our 
Days more common than can eaſily be ima- 
gined. That, I mean, of giving more Credit 
to the falſe Prophets than to the True, 
not taking ſufficient care to diſtigguiſh be- 
tween the Preachers of 'Truth, and Falſ- 
hood ; deſpiſing the Voice of the good Shep- 
herds, and running after Hirelings and 
Strangers. And this Diſeaſe becomes in» 
curable, when God for a Puniſhment of 
Mens Sins, gives them up to thoſe Guides, 
whom himfelf in juſt Judgment hath dark» 
ned, to take away from them the Spirit of 
Diſcretion / and deliver them up to Igno- 
Trance and Errour. And this he ſometimes 
does, to viſit upon them the horrible Impie- 
ty of profaning their Holy Character ; and 
following their own vain Imaginations in 
the Guidance of Others, rather than _ 
| wi 
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will adhere to the Eight of God's own 
Word and Spirit; or to chaſtiſe that am- 
bitious and aſpiring Temper, by which they 
ſet up for Feachers and Paſtors, without 
any regular Call, or thaſe Qualifications, 
which are neceſſary for the due Diſtharge of 
ſo weighty: an Office. The Direction and 
Government of the Church are appointed 
by God, and put into the Hands of chofen 
Men, for Edification and not for Deſtruction. 
You are placed as'Overſeers of the-Flock, 
not for your Own, but for Their Advan» 
tage, if this- important Truſt, which the 
moſt eminent Saints heretofore have uader= 
took with ReluQancy and Trembling, work 
in You no awful Impreſlions, it is by reaſon 
of your-Pride and Preſumptian and | 
_ a falfe and worldly, not a true /godly Zeal 


hath bond yo forward to the Underva- 


king, And if you ſhall pretend ts be Phy- 
ſitians of Souls and heal Others, while 'you 
your ſelvescontinue full of {dwnds aud Bros, 
and putrifying Sores; If you profeſs to teach 
the Way of Life, and yet walkon in'Sivand 
Death ; If you, like thoſe Shepherds re- 
proached by the Prophet, (Nabicn Hi. 18.) 
Slumber, inſtead of Watching, over the 
Flock whom you pretend to guard, Your 
Power is a mere Uſurpation, and your Call 
to the Miniſtry falſe and forfeited. Wo to 
thoſe diſſembling Guides who affe& to paſs 
for perfe& Patterns of VO while they 
-H 3 ars 
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are flattering and unlike Copies. Who in 
the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry become the 
Inſtruments of God's Indignation to' the 
Perſons under their Charge; inſtead of be- 
ang what their Station intended them for, 
Vellels of Mercy, and Inſtruments of Recon- 
ciliation in the Day of his fierce Anger ! I 
mention not here thoſe Preachers, who in 
diſtributing the Bread of God, Poyſon their 
own Souls, with that very Nouriſhment, 
which they prepare for their Hearers. Nor 
Them, who walk themſelves in ſmooth and 
pleaſant Ways, while they preſcribe Severity 
and Self-denial to their Congregations; Nor 
Them, who for Intereſt, flatter their Peo- 
ple, and lull them a fleep with a falſe Peace 
and Security, by baſe Compliance with their 
Vices, and a cruel Concealment of their real 
Danger. Nor ſhall I inſiſt upon that terri- 
ble Miſchief of Scandal and ill Example ; 


'the Rock upon which unwary Souls are ſo 
exceeding apt to ſplit. 


For | how many of 
all Conditions, but eſpecially Men of Quality, 


are undone and hardaed in Vice, by t 


Countenance and Authority it receives 
from the Numbers, or the Character, of 
the Perſons that indulge theſhſelves in the 
Practice 'of it? In a word; There are Se- 
ducements | and Snares every-where, and 
thoſe, who are heedful and conſiderate, 
will find no part of the Way to Heaven, 


which is not thick ſet with them. And 


how; 


every Man's great Concern, 153 
how ſhall we prevent or eſcape this mani- 
fold Miſchief? No way ſo likely ſure, as 
by lifting up our Hearts inceſſantly to God, 
and earneſtly imploring his Aſſiſtance in ſo 
difficult an Undertaking. To which we 
muſt likewiſe add our own moſt conſtant 
and diligent Endeavours to work out our Sal- 
vation with Fear and keg 5 ks 88 was 
the Apoſtle's Advice to his Philippians 

(Ch. Hg 2.) and the enforcing this good 
Counſel ſhall be the Buſineſs of my next 
Chapter. | 


—_— 
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That Men __ ro Work out their Sal- 
vation with Fear and Trembling. 


O Doubt they ought. For what Se- 

4 N curity can the Chriſtian have in a 
Life ſo expoſed to Hazards, and how can he 
be too careful and apprehenſive, . while 
walking in a Way ſo very intricate and apt 
to be miſtaken ? The Road is very full af 
Turnings and Precipices, and, every ſtep 
he takes, the Man is in danger of being 
mazed and loſt. Happy therefore. is He 
that fearcth always, (Prov. xxVvill. 14.) and 
moves with conſtant CircumſpeQion in ſo 
difficult a Faſſage, This Conſideration it 

H 4 a5, 
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was, upon which the wiſe Man called, The 
Fear of the | Lord, the Beginning of Wiſdom, © 
And moſt certain 1t is, that the firſt ſetting 
ont/in the Way to Salvation, muſt be a Di- 
ſtruſt and mean Opinion of our own Worth 
and Abilities. A Diſpoſition, which will 
not be hard for any Man to attain and be 
ſwaded to, who is but once well acquaint- 
ed |with himſelf. For the Darkneſs of our 
Underſtanding is fo groſs, the Weakneſs 
of our Will ſo manifold, the Miſeries and 
Frailties of our Nature ſo ſenſible and ſo de- 
plorable, that they are very juſt and great 
Occaſions 'of Humiliation and Fear. The 
ſtricteſt Righteouſneſs of Man is no better 
| ', _ | | than Unrighteonſneſs, if God 
2101s bas... ſhould be extreme in his Judg- 
riacst, ſiſtriete - ment upon it, ſays St. Gregory. 
M08: And Iſaiah, (Ch. Ixiv. 6.) We 
: are all as an unclean Thing, we all 
do fade as a Leaf, and our Iniquities like a ſtrong | 
Wind have carried ws away. This Reflection 
"makes me even tremble, when I obſerve 
that falſe/Eaſe and treacherous Tranquility 
of Mind, |in which the Ladies of Condition 
"- Enjoy theinſelves, in the midſt of that effe- 
minate, that pleaſurable, that thoughtleſs 
Life, which moſt of them at. the atmoſt pe- 
Til of their Sonls are wont to lead. They 
ſcarce giye themſelves the trouble of a ſeri- 
ous Thought, about ſecuring this great Con» 
cern of their Salvation. Prayers, and Alms 
Cz a E- 7 
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and. Sacraments, and other outward and® 2 
ordinary Means of compaſling that End are _ 
almoſt grown into perfe& Diſuſe among the 
'” Women of Mode and Gayety. They live 
in a dreadful Negle& and ſtupid Forgetful- 
neſs of God, and take more Pains to ruine 
themſelves, than Good Men do to ſave them- 
ſelves. Weread in the Liyesof the Fathers, 
{Ruf. 1. 3.) that the Abbot Pambo, meeting 
one Day upon the Road to Alexandria a 
Courtiſane ricbly habited, and with a very 
engaging Air, conld not forbear bewailing 
the Miſery and Folly of this poox Greature ; 
-but with a Sigh made this Reflg : Ay! 
how happy ſhould I be, did I buf gake 4s much 
Pains to pleaſe God, and ſave my ſelf; as this 
vain Woman does to be agreeable to the World, 
and to ruine her ſelf. Such io effect is the Lite 
of moſt of our modern Ladies. One Hair 
amiſs, or a Kgot ill tyed, gives them great 
Concern, and whole Days almoſt are ſpent 
in decking their Perſons, that they may ' 
draw the Eyes and Admiration of Meg. 
But Eternity, and rendring themſelves ac- 
ceptable ia God's Sight, is the leaſt part of 
their Care. And how deplorably wretched 
a!e theſe People ? They profels themſelves 
Chriſtians, but if they be o, let/them con- 
ſider a little, what a Madnels it is. to enter- 
tain the Do&rines of the Goſpel, and pre- 
tend to believe ſich a Jadgnent to come, 
as that hath waracd us of, without expreſſing 

| any 
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any fear of ſo dreadful a Reckoning, or ap- 
plying themſelves to provide againſt it? 
. What Blindneſs and Stupidity 1s it, to know 
that God is a Searcher of Spirits, and will 
weigh all [our Actions in the Balance of E- 
quity and Truth, and not tremble at the 
Apprehenſions of his Juſtice ? For if, as St. 
Peter ſays, The Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the Ungodly, and the Sinner appear'; 
or what |Confidence can He have in the 
ſafety of his Condition ? 
| Let vs enquire a little into the Juſtice of 
ſnch Peoples Pretenſions, and what they 
can alledge in behalf of ſuch a Management, 
What Claim can You, who make it a Prin- 
Ciple to live caſie and pleaſant, and to grati- 
ke your Inclination in every thing, What 
Claim, I fay, can You put in to that King- 
' dom, which is promiſed: to ſuch alone, as 
. deny and mortifie their Deſires ; and ſtrive 
againſt what you ſo induſtriouſly indulge ? 
Where are your Good Works, Your Chari- 
ty and Alms-deeds, your Fruits meet for 
Repentance ? What have You done to de- 
ſerve that Crown, which is laid up as a 
Prize for Them who fight manfully, and ac- 
cording to the ſtri& Rules of Combat ? How 
many weary Steps, how many anxious Cares, 
and what infinite Pains and Diſquiet are you 
content to beſtow upon a Temporal Eſtate; 
and do yon expe that your Eternal Inheri- 


tance ſhould coſt you nothing ? agree 
that 
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that Glory which the Martyrs purchaſed _ 
with their Blood; which Holy Virgins and 
other eminent Saints could not attain to at 
leſs expence, than that of Renouncing the 
World, with all its Vanities, and ſenſual 
Delights; and which ſo many good Men 
ſtillf have not the Confidence to hope for, 
but upon Condition of painful and perſeve- 
ring Virtue, diligent Doing, and patient 
Suffering of God's Will ; And are You ex- 
empt from theſe Terms, or is Your Life 
priviledged above that of other Men? Who 
hath given you any Aſſurance of being more 
gently dealt with than Your Brethren in 
the Day of your Lord's Wrath ? You eſpe- 
cially, who have ſo long deſpiſed the Riches 


of his Mercy and Forbear- 


ance? It is an Infatuation com- 


mon to Worldly-minded Men 
(fays St. Gregory) that their 
Hopes and Thoughts are too 
intent upon Trankitory Enjoy- 
ments, to bear any due Regard 
to thoſe that are Durable and 
Eternal. They think ſo much 
of this Life, that they never 
think atall of the next. Their 


Heart isſo darkned with theIg- 


norance of their Underſtand- 


-. Ing that the Day-ſpring from 


Sic carcitate cor- 
dis oculus clan- 
ditur ut etteme 
luci non intenda- 
tw. 18. Mor. 
G7. 


Sperm totam in 


 rebus tranſeunti- 


bus pomunt, que 
fr anſeunmt concu- 
Pijcunt © 

11ms tr anſeun- 
tia cogitant 
manſua nulla 
renus [per ant. 
Ibid. 


on high can 


find no entrance, nor. ſcatter the thick 
Clouds that lye upon their Souls. The 


Threat- 
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Threatnings of an Angry God, the Ter- 


-rours of his. Judgments, the uncertain Ap-_ 


| proach of Death, the dreadful Conſequences 
of |that Great Afﬀair, which the Goſpel 
ſtyles the One thing needful, make no Im- 
preſſion upon them, becauſe they give them- 
ſelves no leave to think of theſe Matters. 
And the only Reaſon of their inward Quiet, 


and ſeeming Satisfation is, becauſe they 


Hive without Reflection, and uſeall poſſible 
endeavours not tv ſee their own Danger. 
But let [not us, who have the Faith of 


Chriſt, remain in this unthinking State : 


Let ns remember, and look for and tremble 
at the Expectation of that dreadful Day, 
In which God ſhail render to eyery Man ac- 
cording to| his Works. Let us imitate the 
moſt eminent Saints v:;ho wrought out their 
Salvation |with profound Reverence and 
godly Fear, Such was the Temper of the 
Primitive Ghriftians, whoſe Souls a lively 
Faith had filled with great and noble Idea's. 
They kept their Eyes ever fixt upon Hea- 
ven, where all their Treaſure and their 
| Hope lay. | They lived in perpetual Awe of 
God's Judgments. They lookt indeed with 
Comfort vpcn the Treaſvres of his Mercy, 
but then they did not overlook the Trea- 
ſures of his Wrath and Vengeance too. And 
that great Day, in which God ſhall do bim- 
felf Right, /and take a juſt Revenge, upon 
#1] the outragious Impieties of thoſe —_ 
| | nec 
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ned Wretches who have abuſed his Mercy, 
appeared to Them ſo much more formi- 
dable, in proportion as their Faith was more 
vigorous, becauſe this gave them. a! juſter 
Notion of the dreadful and mighty Conſe- 
quence of it. St. Paxl, after he had received 
the firſt Fraits of Grace, and was enlight- 
ned with the cleareſt Rays of the Spirit of 
Adoption, excites the Faith, and awakens 
the Fears of his Chriſtians, by telling them, 
that he ſtill laboured continually to brizg 
his Body into Subjeftion, left after having preach - 
ed to ads: be himſelf at aft ſhould be a Caſt- 
away, (1 Cor. tis. 27.) St. Ferom acknow- 
ledges, that he conld find no abſolnte Safety * 
even in the greateſt Solitude ; The Remem- 
brance of thofe Freedoms 'and Diverſions 
he had allowed himſelf in his younger Days, 
was continnally returning upon his Imagt- 
nation, and gave great a norey 9aomg to his 
molt religions Exerciſes : The Idex's of that 
Vanity and Luxury, which he had forme! 
beheld among the Roman Ladies, purf 
and dogged him cloſe into the Defarts > 
And the ntmoſt Auſterities of a retired 
Life were not able to guard him/from their 
Aflautts. For his Fleſh, even when morti- 
fied with Faſtings and Sackcloth, rebelled 
againſt the Spirit ſtill, and the moſt rigo- 
rons Homiliations could not deliver him 
from Horroar upon each ſingle Refle&ion of += 
the laſt Judgment. The ſhrill Sound -— that _ 

rum- : 
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Trumpet, which muſt awaken the Dead out 
of ſleep, and ſummon all Mankind before 
the great Tribunal, was ever rattling in 
his Ears, and ſhewing him the terrible Pomp 
of his Judge. And his Soul was pierced 
through with Trembling and Aſtoniſhment, 
as oft as theſe Images were painted a freſh 
in his Mind. > þ 
How many other illuſtrious Saiats, after 
having paſſed their Lives in the moſt *ab- 
 ſtracted Solitude, that ſo by leaving the 
World they might Meditate upon this ter- ' 
Tible Day of the Lord without Diſtrattion 
of Thought, and prepare themſelves for it 
by a long and ſolemn Courſe of Repen» 
tance, have yet look'd pale at the approach 
of Death? And wheace this Amazement 
and Concern, but from the Contemplatiog 
of the Divine Juſtice, and that ſeyere Scru- 
tiny, which neither the Strianeſs. of their 
Lives, nor the Purity and Innocence of 
their Hearts could ſhield them againſt, when 
\ they conſidered, that upon this fatal, this 
uncertain Moment, the Afﬀairs of Eternity 
muſt -entirely depend? We read in the 
Lives of the Fathers, that Theoplilus, Patri- 
al ps arch of Alexandria, aſter ha- 
carv-es, Aric- vying hved long in great Cau- 
an bb tion and Holineſs, when he 
eculos habuilti. came todye,faid to his Friend, 
Vit. Patrom, O happy Arſenius, who ha#t ab- 
ways had this Hour wm view, and 
made 
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made it thy conſl ant Buſinef, to prepare for ut ! | 
And the yr Book of the ſame Hiſtory in- 
forms us, that a certain Anchoret, whoſe 
Virtue had ſtruck an Awe into the yery 
wild Beaſts themſelves, could not yet be 
void of Fear concerning his own Salvation, 
The Lions, among whom he ſlept ſecurely 
trembled at his Preſence, but he himſelf 
trembled no leſs at the Preſence of God, 
and the -RecolleQion of his own Frailties 
and great Imperfeftions. Happy then is 
He, who perpetually humbles his Soul un- 
der the unſpeakable and myſterious Coun- 
ſels of God ; andentertains ſuch a Dread of 
his Juſtice, as does not deſtroy a becoming - 
Confidence ,in his Mercy and Goodneſs ! 
Now when ſuch Perſons as theſe, notwith- 
ſtanding their extraordinary Sanity, have 
yet diſtruſted their own Merits , and, been 
ſo ſollicitous what the Event- of the laſt 
Judgment would be to them ; How prodi- 
giouſly ſenſleſs is that Sinner, who imagins 
himſelf in perfe& Safety? The beſt Men' 
have ever been-the moſt humble:| And 
They, whoſe Lives have been freeſt from 
Faults, have expreſt leaſt Aſſurance in their 
own Innocence, when they came to dye; 
Becauſe their Faith had opened their Eyes, 


. ſhewed them to themſelves in a true Light, 


and convinced them of what infinite Con- 
ſequence Death and Judgment are to every 
Chriſtian. | | 

But, 


- 
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But, if the Examples of Other Men are 
not ſufficient to terrifie ns, let us at leaſt 
turn our Eyes and Thoughts inward upon 
our ſelves. There we ſhall ſoon obſerve 
the Corruption of our Hearts, | the Incon- 


ſtancy, the daily woful Inſtances of our 


Weakneſs, the vaſt Variety of Dangers that 
hem us in ; the Difficulty of |this great 
Work , and the general Effeminacy and 


wretched Careleſneſs of theſe laſt Days. 


For in the midſt of an Age ſo extreamly 


depraved as Ours, Who can preferve his 


Innocence, and not do ill ? Who can be fo 


 ſedfaſt and faithful as always to do well ? 
Who can be ſure, that even his moſt holy | 


Adcions have been attended with all that 
Simplicity, all that Freedom from By-re- 


- ſpects, and Paſſion, and Intereſt, which the 


Purity of our Religion requires? And 

we could account for what we have done, 
yet how ihall we be able to juſtihe all the 
Ends and Intentions upon which we have 
ated ? How hard an Undertaking is it to 
ſift our Hearts to the battom, to ſee through 


_ all the intricate Windings of them, and 
form a true Judgment of the ſecret Springs . 


and Principles, which put us into Motion ? 
There lye alas! many Weakneſſes in the 


'  remoteſt Corners of our-Souls, which we 


our ſelves many times are not ſenſible of. 
The moſt Perfe& Men have ſome Reſerves, 
ſomeNiceties for Honour and Worldly Con- 
ſiderations, 


F 
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iderations, which they do not, or do not 
care to ſee. And the moſt Mortified have 
their Darling Sins, and Defeats, which they 
{till cheriſh, through ſome partial Teader- 
neſs for themſelves. | 
What need I mention. that inceſſant War 
between the Fleſh and Spirit, in which fo 
many gallant Men have fallen : Or that Re- 
miſlneſs, ſo exceeding common even in the 
Beſt of us all, who, after long and frequent 
Encounters with the Difficulties of Vintue, 
have at laſt been tired out, and loſt thear 
Reſolution in the Fatigues of fo laborious 
a Conflict, The Weakneſs of Man 1s ſo 
great, that he is ever liable to miſtake his 
own Condition, if he do not preveat that 


' Errour. by conſtant Remembrances of his 


own Miſery. He 1san Earthen. Veſlel, and, 
as ſuch, in Danger of breaking, every | Mo- 

ment. | 
Let then even the Righteous be afraid for 
himſelf, in the midſt of the ſundry Snares, 
to which his Virtue ſtagds expaſed, When 
we are told, that Sam/on was bereaved of 
his Strength, that David. fell into the two 
blackeſt Offences, and that the Wiſdam of 
Solomon did not preſerve him from great and 
grievous Errours, who can read theſe things 
and not tremble * St. Auguſtine's Remark is 
very juſt, That the Fall of the Strong ts like g 
Clap of Thunder to awaken and terrific the Weak. 
And indeed when even the Stars Mags 7 
ned, 
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ned, and the Heavens melt at the Preſence 
of God ; when the Faithfulneſs of the moſt 
celebrated Saints hath been ſhaken and given 
ground; when he charges even his Angels, 
thoſe pureſt and moſt perfe& of all his Crea- 
tures, with| Folly ; what are We, or 
Worms of the Earth, that grovel in Mire 
and Filth, that We ſhould preſume our Vir- | 
tue impregnable? If the beſt Men under 
'the Law heretofore made no Difficulty to 
confeſs, that their moſt exalted Piety was 
'blemiſhed with many ſecret Defes, if the 
Evidence of the thing conſtrained Them to 
acknowledge a great Alloy of Impurity and | 
Weakneſs, in their moſt righteous AQtio 
and ſuch as they laboured to recomme 
themſelves to God by, what can we think 
is the caſe of Sinners, who do not only con- 
verſe, but comply with the Corruptions of 
a moſt profligate Age? And where indeed 
ſhall we promiſe our ſelves Safety ? or what 
Hour can we call our own ? For Man is to 
Day. and to Morrow he is no more. And 
how frequent Inſtances do we ſee of Perſons 
ſnatched away in the midſt of their Days, 
4-1 by. Death before the Buſineſs of 
Life be half done, with Minds full of Pro- 
jets, and Pleaſures, and thinking of nothing 
leſs |than Eternity? And were there no 
other Danger, what Security can we have, 
who hold our Lives | by ſo uncertain a 
Tenure ? | 


Let 
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Let us then betimes and in good. earneſt 

en & deliver our ſelves from all thoſe vain De- 
luſions, which obſtru& our Care of this . 
4- & great Work, and abate of that Fear and 
Trembling which the Apoſtle preſcribes, 

re | as a proper Diſpoſition for effeQing it. |Let 
us revive and refreſh thoſe moving Idea's 

er & upon our Hearts, which Faith had formerly\ | 
o | cngraven there, and take care to draw the ®* : 
s Lines of Eternity ſo-ſtrong, that they may 
e | cver affe& us, ever quicken our Endeayours 
0 8 to proceed in the ſtrait Way, and fix our 
1 & fickle Minds in inviolable Fidelity and Per- 
b 


ſeverance, Let us now lend an Ear to the 
Lamentations of the Prophets, thoſe Sighs 
and Groans extorted from them,' by the 
Conſideration, how very few they are that 
ſhall be aved; and what an infinite Com- 
pany make the. broad Way their Choice, and 
ſhall be given up. to Everlaſting DeſtryuQion 
in that Day, _ Let us repreſent (as we are 
able) to our ſelyes the manner in which 
God ſhall exerciſe, his. Judgments, What 
that day of his Wrath, that crael Day (as 
the Prophet J/a:ah ſtyles it). (Ch. xiiL 9g.) 
ſhall be. Remember. that the Son of God 
who now with all the Tenderneſs of a moſt 
affe&ionate_ Father pitics his Prodigal Son 
He who ſeeks his ſtray Sheep, and follows 
it into the Wilderneſs wit'all the cheerful 
Pains, and a ſollicitous Concern of a loving 
Shepherd, will then call eyery one of us to 
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account for our Agions ; And the Chara- 
Cer of a Judge in which he ſhall appear will 
oblige him to Severity.,as much greater then, 
as his abuſed Mercy to us hath been in the 
mean while. This is that Lamb 1n the Reve- 
lation, which ſhall tnen become a Lion to 
devonr thoſe Sinners, who have been in- 
| jurtous to his Goodneſs. And then ſhalt he 
exhibit himſelf to the View of the whole 
World wrth all the terrible Pomp' that 
Majeſty 1s capable of' The Sun and Moon 
ſhall be darkned, the Stars ſhall fall from Heaven, | 
and the Powers of Herrven ſhall be -ſhaken, 
(Matth. xxiv.) The Farth alfo ſhall goal 
for fear, —_— IN On be wa "= 
Horrour, at the fight of a Judge no Jlonge 
to be entreated. And who can ſuſtain the 
' Burden of his fierce Anger ? For as St. Paw 
admontthes us,) Tr is a fearful thing 10 fall 
imo the Hands of the tivirg. God, (Heb, x.) 
The Sower of Men is limited and ſhort, 
\ They can only ponifh as Men: But the rigo- 
rous Judge, at whoſe Tribunal all that ever 
was done ſhall be expoſed to the View of 
Heaven and Earth, ſhall puniſh with all the 
Omnipotence of God: and diſcharge all 
thoſe Treafares of Wrath, which he hath 
heape@ aip fot that very Purpole, that by. 
might let fiy at bis Thunder, andthe nt+ 
moſt Terrours of* his 'Vengeance at 'the 
Heads of har&ned Sinners, As his Patience. 
'formertyknow uo Bounds, fo neither = 
| 1s. 
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every Man's great Concern. 167 
his Juſtice then z No Power ſhall be able to 
oppoſe, no Relenting ſhall check its Courſe. 
He ſhall himſelf be Judge and Accufer both, 
The Vows we made in Baptiſm, he was 
Witneſs to, and will revenge our broken 
Faith. Nothing can be concealed ronges 
Knowledge, but all things lye naked att 

open in- his Sight. All the external Ads 
vantages of High Poſt, and Parts, and 
Riches, and Greatneſs ſhall then diſappear, 
and only the Man and his Actions be con- 


lidered, as they are abſtratedly, and in 


themſelves. But oh ! that fatal Moment ! 
How full of Terrour and Deſtru&ion will 
it be, when the now kind and lovely Face 
of our Saviour ſhall from thenceforth be for 
ever hid from the Wicked, and his Ears 
ſhut to their loudeſt Cries and Groans? 
Ah my God, let me, I beſeech thee, have 
my Puniſhment in this Life, and Pardon in 
the next: If Juſtice muſt be exerciſed, tet 
Time be the Seaſon of it ; but let Eternity 


be the | Seafon of Mercy.- 'I am content to 


feel the Terrours of thy Wrath at preſent, 


| provided the ſweet Comforts of thy Cle- 
mency and Goodneſs may be my joyful 


Portion hereafter. But, © ye wiſe Men of 
this World, who have employed to vile 
Purpoſes the Parts-and Wiſdom, which God 
gave you' for the promoting his Glory and 
your own Salyation ; and made” your Ad- 
vantages Inſtruments of deeper -and more 

Cer- 
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of this Judge. And all ye Great Ones: of 


this World. let Confuſion and Amazement 
overwhelm you, to think that the Power, 
the Plenty, the other diſtinguiſhing Favours 
of Providence, which made a Difference be- 
tween your Circumſtances and thoſe of 
common Men, have ſerved to no other Ef- 
fe, but tou pbraid your own Ingratitude, 
to provoke the juſt Indignation of ſo kind a 
BenefaRor, and add to the Meaſure of Your 
Stripes for abuſing the Talents committed 
to your Charge. 

But, if this terrible Proceſs of the laſt 


Judgment, if that formidable Army of the- 


Creatures drawn up in Battel to be the 
Executioners of the Divine Juſtice vu 

obſtinate Sinners, (as the wiſe Man tells us 
they are, W:/d. v.) If the publick Diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Puniſhments, which 
ſhall ia that important Day be made after 
a moſt juſt and exaQt, but withal a moſt. 


rajput and aſtoniſhing, Manner ; If theſe 


htful Idea's are yet weakned. by their 
= pt and paſs for Objeas too remote 

to excite our Diligence and Fidelity ; let us 
at leaſt attend to thoſe Conſiderations, 
which are Senſible and Preſeat. The Swifts 


[neſs of Time, the Shortneſs of Life , the, 
Uncertainty of our Call and great Change, 
/\ The latricacies of our Paſſage, The Shelves : 


and Sands of which this dangerous _—Y 
7 
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every Man's great Concern. 169. 
fall ;, and the infinite variety of Accidents 
daily and hourly capable of working our - 
Ruine, let theſe however awaken us, and 
ſhake off that Stupidity, which would ex- 
poſe us to a ſurpriſe, never to be recovered, 
if once it be our Unhappineſs to be over- 
taken unawares. ac: 1% 5s 
But withal ; To the Intent our moſt dilt- 
gent Preparations for Death and Judgment, 
expreſt in the ſtriteſt and moſt holy'Cotj- 
verſation poſſible, may not be diſappointed 
of their deſired Succeſs; We ought to he 
exceeding careful, that they do not exalt us 
with too preſumptuous Aſſurances” of our 
future Happineſs. It is by no Means upon 

any Deſertof our own, that we are allowe 
to repoſe any part of onr' Comfort 'and 
Confidence: For if the leaſt and yery firſt 
of onr Wiſhes and Pantings after Heaven 
be not abſolutely in our own Power, how 
can we be ſecure of our own'Perſeyerance ? 
And, beſides that, The Communications 
of ' Grace do not entirely depend wpon Us; 
it deſerves- to' be conſidered; that' Theſe 
are not at all times: equally pro . 
But even when they are moſt large and 
liberal, it will prove no very caſte Matter, 
to keep this Gift in a place fo foreign to 
its parity, ' as the Heart of corrept'Man; 
and in/ the: midſt of fo many Enemies, -whio | 
are 0ffering Violence, and eternally lay- 
ing Deſighs againſt'it, - To this P __ 
| the 
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the Devil, whoſe Power and Subtlety both 
! conſpire to render him a very formidable 
Adverſary, makes uſe with wonderful Ads, 
dreſs, not of the World only and its. 
Charms againſt us, but even makes our 
ſelves Inſtruments of our own Ruine. 
From hence I think it very plain, that no 
Degree of Perfc&tion and Improvement 
can ſet us above the | Apoſtle's Advice, of 
working out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, If we have indeed lived u 
to the Principles of our Profeſſion, 
all along teſtified our Faith by our Works, 
let us not boaſt with thoſe indiſcreet La+ 
bourers in the Goſpel, of having born the 
Burden and Heat of the Day, for poſlibly, 
as our Saviour ſays, in the Cloſe of that 
Parable, (Matth. xx.) notwithſtanding our 
' moſt ſanguine Expetations, there are Firft 
which ſhall be laft, and the Lat ſhall be firt, 
If our Condu& be free from blame, and 
our Reputation unblemiſhed in the Eye- of 
| the World, let not this puff nas up, for 
there were Virgins, we know, who, not- 
, withſtandin the Purity of that State, 
were excluded from the Marriage of the 
Lamb, (Marth, xxv,) If our Way of Li- 
ving be abſtemious and ſevere, let us _ 
be too big with this thought. neither, fo 
we read of a Phariſee that faſted twice. 8 
Week and was very! punQual ip his 'Tithes 
and Offerings, who yet did not —_P 
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every Man's great Concern, 171 
bis Houſe juſtified, (Luke xviii.) Let us 
not reckan too much. upon our good 
Works, after ſuch a: Warning, as the 
Young.. Maa. .is the Goſpel (Adarth. xix.) 
Who, though a ſtrict Obſerver of the Mo- 
ral Law, was not able to come up to Evan- 
gelical Perfection. If we haveitaken leave 
of the Warld, yet even ſo we are not ſafe : 
For how: many Monks and Anchorets have 
there been, 'who, . after employing whole 
Days in;Prayer, and-whole Nights lo Sights 
and Grogns, and haly Mourning ; atter 
bruiſing their Breaſts with Blows, and: ba- 
thing their . Eyes iin Tears for their Sins 
and Frailties, have yet; in the midſt of 
theſe , Smitings. and Mortifications, fallen 
into moſt horrible Temptations and Dit- 
orders ?'1 

Pelladizs 'Bifhop of Helenopolis (Vit. Patr. 
L. 8.) tdls us, One Ecron-a Hermite 
of Alexanderis ,-lived feveral: Years in fo 
ſpirituatia Manner, that he continued ſome- 
times/a Month together without taking any 
ſort of Naurifhment, except what the Ele- 
meats inthe Lord's Supper gave him,-and 
yet after all this, fell after (o amazing'a 
Degree, : that he abandoned. himfWlf to 
all of Wickedneſs: All the World 


knows the Unhappineſs of Emcyches, whoſe 


Hexche received much greater Reputation 
from the Charatter and Converſation of 
the Man, than from any .cxtraordinary 

I 2 Parts 
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Parts or Learning that he -could pretend 
to. We read in Sophroniue, that:an Afi 
choret, called. Severian, lived. npon-a Pillar 
near Hierapolis (as' Sniron Stylites had'dofte) 
and choſe this Retiremetit, that his auſtere 
Life might give Cotntenance to a Hereſie 
propagated by him. St. Hilary tells 
.,- that. the: Emperour- Conſtan 
dk pry ,, tius, built very -magnih 
d:firuar. Hl, Churches,and diſtributed griee 
lid. cont. Conſt. Treaſures among. the i Por, 
that he might with: a better 
Grace keep the Catholick Biſhops in Priſon, 


and cheriſh the Ar77an Hereſfic ES 
minions. | So true-18 it; that the belt Works 


without a right Principle, . and ſincere--Sub- 
miſſion to the Truth, are a very ilippery 
and deceitful Foundation, to bmld. our 
Hopes of future Happineſs -upon- Even 
the bloodieſt Sacrifices of Fleſh and Blood, 
and moſt mercileſs Severities.-upon. our 
Bodics, | are mere Pomp. and: erhpty.iForm, 
ſuch as will ſtand us in no ſtead, 'if theyibe 
not attended and recommended with: the 
Sacrifice of the Soul, and a Will entirely 
devoted to That of! Almighty God. ©  *: 
Since then ſo many eminent Perſons have 
miſcarried in this laborious Undertaking; 
and wandred from the right Way to Ha 
pineſs, by ſuch a falſe Confidence in 
own extraordinary | Virtues and Severities, 
as Humane Nature is exceeding apt 'to 
C EN- 
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entertain ; ſince the Beſt and moſt Perfe&- 
Saints have humbled themſelves before 
God, and caſt all their Confidence \npon 
his Mercy and Readineſs to forgive ; Who 
is there among us ay, that'ean juſtifie any 
Confidence in himſelf or his own Perfor- 
mances ? If the higheſt Cedars upon the 
Mountains quake and bend when the 
Storm gathers, what ſhall the Shrubs and 
Herbs of the Valleys do, and how ſhall theſe 
ſtand againſt the Fury of it? Let us then 
conclude, with. the Apoſtle, that, Be 'we 
righteous, or. be we otherwife, Fear and 
Trembling cannot but be a fit Qualification 


| for us, in.this great Work of our Salvation. 


For after; all; the beſt and moſt effeQual 
Caution a Chriſtjan. can take to ſecure his 
great, Concern, -is, to diſtruſt and think 
meanly of himſelf, -and to be extremely 
ſollicitous for the Event and good Accep- 
tance of his moſt diligent and faithful En- 
deavours. The Truth is, A Man then be- 
gins to. be. enlightned, when he is made 
ſenſible of his own Blindneſs ; and gathers 
Spiritual Strength, when he feels and la- 
ments his inward Weakneſs. But, becauſe 
this Humble Diſtruſt of one's ſelf may de- 
nr into Deſpondency, and. prove-.a 
fatal Hingrance. and Diſcouragemeat;,. if 
not tempered -and; ſuſtained -by [Truſt and. 
Hope in God ;.. therefore my next Attempt 
ſhall be to make good this Poiat : Ang to 
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194 SALVATION" 
eſtabliſh that Truſt , by ſhewing, that the 
Work of Salvation is neither Impoſſible, 
nor exceeding Difficult , to Them that 
_ their Hope in. God, and rely ſted- 

ſtly upon the Truth of his Word and 


Aa Sdn. 


'C x'dly, | 
The Encouragements to this Work, and 
Eaſineſs of ſnecreding in it. 


Ere I am fenfible, how ou I Iye to 
be attacked with an Objetion, which 
iti the foregoing Chapters 1 have'farniſhed 
againſt my ſelf. For if the Way: to Sal 
vation be really fo diffienlt, if the Dangers 
that await Men in it be ſo great, The Er- 
rours and Miſcarriages ſo many and {6 
uſual, that a Man ought to take eyery Step 


| with Fear 4nd Trembling, and move, as 


he were to travel over Snares and Precipi- 
ces, then who at laſt can be ſaved ? Thi 
was the very Difficulty, which the Apoſtles 
heretofore propoſed to the Son of God 
upon a like Occaſion, when he was explain- 
ing to them the Myſtery and the Conditions 
everlaſtin y_ _ To lk = 
Anſwer was mps that are Impoſſible wit 
Aen, are Poſſible with Oba, (Luke xviii. 27:3 
An 
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And by theſe Words he ſtrengthens our 
Hope, and gives us glorions ExpeQations. 
'Tis very certain, I allow, that if the/Salva- 
tion of Man were left entirely upon his own 
Hands, it would be h Undertaking which 
he by his proper Strength could never Ac- 
compliſh; but What exceeds his ſingle 
Power becomes not only poſſible but eaſe, 
when God vouchſafes to interpoſe his 
Aſſiſtance, To this St. Pasl attributes the 


| Glory of his Succeſs, Noe I, (ſays he). but 


the Grace of God which w.xs with Me,(1 Cor.xv.) 
When therefore I adviſe a Diſtruſt of our 
own Abilities, and ſuch a Fear as may ex- 
cite our Caution, you muſt underſtand me 
ſo, as at the ſame time to ſuppoſe me far 
from perſwading to ſuch a Panic Terrour, 
as ſhould Repreſent our Endeavours vain, 
and our Caſe deſperate. The Arm of God 
is Almighty, and one yn Word of his 
can ſcatter all that oppoſes it. It is His 
part to raiſe ns from Sin to Righteouſneſs, 
to break our Chains, and enlighten. our 
Darkneſs. Let us not then by falſe Reaſon- 
ings ſeek a Pretence for Idleneſs, and think 
our ſelves at Liberty to beat no Trouble in 
tlns moſt important Aﬀair. For Fir of 
all, God is willing and ready to ſave our 
Souls; and Secondly, There is| no Hin- . 
drance on our part but what may be re- 
moved and vanquiſhed ; and Therdly, The 
Undertaking, conſidered abſtraftedly and in 
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it ſelf, is not difficult. Theſe Three Con- 


ſiderations duly examined will ſet _ the 
Matter in its true Light, and prove a ſuf- 
ficient Encouragement to thoſe, who are 
but too apt to form imaginary Hardſhips 
to themſelves, to excuſe their Perſeverance 
In this ſtrait and rough Way to Heaven. 
As to the firſt of theſe Particulars, it is 
a Truth fo fully and ſtrongly aſſerted in 
our Religion, that God is ſincerely deſirous 
of the Salvation of Mankind, that I cannot 
think it becomes me laborioufly to prove it 
Becauſe I ſuppoſe my ſelf addreſſing to 
| Chriſtians, Such as are acquainted with 
and aſſent to, the Goſpel. If any ſuch could 
Nill be doubtful in this Point, he need only 
conſult St, Paulin his firſt Epiſtle to Timorby, 
whoſe whole Deſign preſnppoſes and pro- 
ceeds upon this as an acknowledged Princi- 
ple. The main Argument he inſiſts upon 
why that Command ſhould be obcyed, of 
making Prayers and Supplications for all Men, 


but eſpecially for Kings and other Great. 
Perſons, whoſe Condition in the World | 
brings their Salvation into greateſt ha-/ 


zard, is This; 'That God world have all Men 
ro be ſaved, (1 Tim. it. 4.) The Rules of 
MoralityJaid down in the following parts 
of that Epiſtle, are built upon the ſame 
Foundation which he lays in his other Wri- 
tings, and lays it ſo firm, as to leave no 
Ground of Doubt upon this Occaſion. A 
| | ' Go 
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God (ſays he) hath not appointed us unto Wrath, 
but to obtain Sabvation by our Lord Feſt Chi#t, 
(: Theff! v. $.); *And indeed, 'Aﬀter that 
the Son of 'God hat--taken upon "him the 
Form of a Servant for this very Pur rpoſe, (as 
he argues elſewhere; Phil. ii.) a that 
eagerneſs and impatience which heexpreſs#d 
to lay down his Life, and ſhed his BI 

for 0s, that ſo he might Reconcile' ns to 
his Father, and take upon. his-own'devoted 
Head the Strokes of that angry Juſtice, t0 
which -we-were become liaie: Who can 


queſtion the Sincerity of his Love ? The | 


Fervency of his Zeal was ſuch, that even 
that Thirſt, with which he ſeems ſo parched 
npon the Croſs, [was but a feeble Repre- 
fenitation vente. Ardent Deſire he had to Te- 
cure ore fature Happineſs. 

1 ſhall not need to expatiate upon thoſs 
Bowels, and that tender Mercy, that more 
than Fatherly Compaſſion, (mentioned. b 
Zachary in'his Song of Praiſe, Luke. 78: 
which pat” him upon viſiting ns in his'/My- 
ſterious Incarnation. -' For what in bet 
hath not'God,rich in Mercy, (as the Apoſt 
ſtyles him, on. 111.) done, to convince v0 
his wonderful Kindneſs * What Conde- 
ſcenſions hath he thought too low to teſtifie 


_ his/Deſire for onr- Good ? That $8.» -) 


and' Forbearance which :ſuffers our Im 

feftions ; The wiſe Meaſures of fits Provi 

dence, whereby he contrives that: we ſhall 
1 8 | not 
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not be tempted above that we are;able; 
Thoſe Diſpenſations to which he, ſabmigs Il 
to - ſpare ; our Infirmities ; - the-. Shownes 
of his Juſtice. in ,puniſhiag our Offegcesy 
Thoſe preventing Graces-by which he weans 
our Souls from Luſt and Sin; Thoſe lavi- 
tations and Rewards, by which he giyes 
Life to our Hopes, and wins us.-over; to 
Goodneſs; The paſſionate Complaints hg 
makes. by his Prophets, when Mea refyfe th 
return to! Him ; The Parables of the 'ho# 
Sheep, and the Pradigal Son, and thoſe othen 
ienifications of his Goodneſs and Aﬀettion; 
Thoſe Rejoycings, which diffuſe themſelves 
through the whole Gourt of Heayen,npon 
the Converſion of a Siangr, andthe infinite 
other Teſtunonies of his Tenderaeſs 
Souls, ought to be continual and. 
Motives to a truly filial Dependence-ypon 
1o Good a Father ; and do upbraid the igs- 
excuſable Hardneſs of our Hearts, if we can 
ſtill be ſo inſenſible, : fo. aaworthy, - as to 
queſtion, whether he truly love: ms. :; For 
this is that Shepherd in the Goſpel, who lays 
down his: Life for the Sheep, (Fo xe.) .and 
ſaffers none of his Flock to wander and be 
loſt, without being ready to leave- the 
_ other Ninety and Nine, who-ſtand in leſt 
| nced of his Preſence, and run after that 
which is gone aſtray. ; This leſtly is He. whe 
declares the - Eagerneſs of his Paſſion, by 
calling himfelf the Husband agd ez” 
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more than We onr ſelves. He 
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of our Sonls, who invites 'vs all to the * 


- Marriage-feaſt ; and cannot without Indig- 


nation and ſenſible Concern obſerve the 
Peryerſneſs and'*frivolous Pretences of thoſe 


who refuſe to come. | 
Whatever Marks of Severity he may up- 


on Occaſion ſhew upon obſtinate Offenders, 


yet it is plain he threatens his ns 
long before, and gives Men timely Warn- 
ing, 'on purpoſe that he may not execute 
them: And, fo marvellons 1s his unſpeak- 
able Goodneſs, that the weaker we are, 
the more careful and fſollicitoos/ he is for 
us. The more of Danger there a in 
the Diſeaſe, the more manifeſtly is his - 
Power exerted in the Cure of it. For, be our 
Sins never fo great, they have ſtill their 
determinate Number and Meaſure, bnt the 
Goodneſs of God knows no Bounds, no 
End. The depth of our Vileneſs and Guilt 
cannot exhauft the Abyſs of his Mercy ; and 
how wretched and abandoned foever the 
Sinner*s Condition may be, ſtill thismercifol 
Saviour ceaſes not to pity his miſerable 
State, becauſe he knows and kindly cons 
ſiders his extreme Impotence ; and, moved 
by the exceeding Greatneſs of 

znvites us to bope in his Mercy, 
even then when we provoke him to 
Wrath by ſtanding ont agams#t it, 
Hedefires oor Happlnck mach 


his Love, ve | 
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begs of us to have. Compaſſiog 
ru miſoreri | Upon our ſelves, and not to 
| Er mn vis: can draw down our own certain 
fag yo? 3.6 Ruine, and yet, alas! how of- 
petraye, Au- ten does he ask in vain, and 
guiz, Serm. 102: ſhe for that which he cannot 
- prevail for, though our own 
Intereſt only be concerned in the Grant of 
it ? And ſhall a Saviour ſo Dear, ſhall a 
Mediatour ſo Powerful, ſhall a God ſo inex- 
preſlibly full of Love,not find Credit enough 
with us, to create Hope and Truſt in Him ? 
Shall He do ſo much for us, and ſhall we 
not believe, that he is in earneſt, and means 
all this for our Good ? This is moſt extra- 
vagant; And therefore, having ſeen how God 
ſtands diſpoſed to our Salvation, I will not. 
imagine any thing can be thought wanting 
on His Part ; let us now proceed then to 
ſce how Matters ſtand with our ſelves. 

IT. Which is the Second Conſideration. 
And what ſhall we ſay, if even our Weak- 
neſs it ſelf may be of uſe towards obtaining 
Heaven ; if our very Miſeries are in ſome 
Senſe our Advantage ? For if the Caſe be 
thus, what Obſtruction to our Happineſs 
can we reaſonably complain of from our 
| ſelves? Let us have a care then of being 
diſcouraged by the Infirmities of our Fleſh, 
and the many Frailties of this mortal State : 
Let not the Inconſtancy of our Minds, or 
the Weakneſs of our Will teprifie and rob 
PIXEL 
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plex us. For if our Unworthigeſs and Cor- 
ruption, great as it-is, did not yet hinder 
the Son of God from thinking us worth re- 
deeming at the expence of ſo much Suffering ; 
we need not fear, that our Miſery. will be 
a Bar to the Accompliſhmeat of that glo- 
rious Work upon us. If our Wickedneſs 
and wilful Ingratitude did not make him _ 
abhor us, no doubt our. involuntary Igno- 
rances and Infirmities will not do it. We 
ſhalt do well therefore. to. look upon the 
Mercies of God already conferred upon us, 
as a ſure Pledge of thoſe which he deligns 
us to all Eternity. If our crying Sins ſound 
diſmally in our Ears and fill us with Dread, 
let. us recolle&, that the-Son of God hath 
dyed upon the Croſs to deliver and cleanſe 
us from them. If our Impotence diſcouray 
us, let us remember, that they who can do 
' leaſt, yet when ſtrengthened by Him,are able 
to doall things. It is our. Weakneſs which 
migiſters.Occaſion for the. Glories and Tri- 
umphs of . his Grac:. The Publican in the 
Temple, who made no Difficulty to ac- 
knowledge his own Vileneſs, returned to 
his Houſe juſtified in that mean Opinion of 
himſelf. For even Sin and Weakneſs are 
converted into Inſtruments of Strength, 
and are often the Beginnings and Earneſts 
of Grace and great Perfe&ion in a Chriſtian, 
when he hath the Ingenuity to own them, 
and to be humbled by the Refleftion. 

| You 
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; You ſee to how little purpoſe it is, to 
obje&t your Miſery and Guilt, when a ſin- * 
cere Confeſſion of this is the Beginning of 
your Deſert, the firſt Step to Virtue, and 
the Ground-work of all your Hope: Nor 
will it be to more, to pretend that your 
Circumſtances and Buſineſs in the World 
incapacitate you for Salvation, when ſo 
many Inſtances are left upon record in Scrip- 
ture, of Perſons converted from the worſt 
and moſt hazardous Employments. Raab, 
though a Harlot, came over from Idolatry 
to the true God. Foſeph preſerved his 
Chaſtity in Egypr. Aſoſes leafnt Contempt 
of Wortkdly Greatneſs in a King's Court : 
A Publican became an Evangeliſt; a Perſe- 
cutor an Apoſtle : In ſhort, the frequent 
Converſions of notorions Sinners, area ſuf- 
ficient Demonſtration, that there is always 
at Hand.a Beam of Heavenly Light to guide 
Wanderers into the right Way ; and ſome 
Sparks of Grace to warm the moſt frozen 
Hearts. God hath his particular Seaſons 
for Mercy, and our part muſt be to wait, 
and prepare our ſelves for them. From the 
inſtant that Mendiſtruſt their own Strength, 
and feel their Spiritual Impotence and Blind- 
neſs ; that they look up to Heaven and 
humbly implore to be directed by a Light 
from above; placing their Hope entirely 
in the Merits of their Saviour ; from that 
inſtant, I ſay, we may date their _—_ ir 
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God and the Right Way-to Happineſs. This * 
Truſt is like an inward Voice, that ſpeaks 
when all the reſt of their Faculties aredumb, - 
and fails not to obtain whatever it 'asks. 
You will become ſtrong . when you fly fot 
Succour,to Him, who (according to the Pro- 
phet (Iſai. xl.) giveth Power to the Faint, 
and to. them that have no Might he increaſeth 
Stre x #, G5 
_ muſt underſtand, that this ham- 
ble Confidegce, which worketh Salvation, 
can proceed from no other Caufe, than a 
Senſe of the Dangers wherewith we are en- 


compaſs, and : the abſolute Neceſſity we | 


lye-uader of unploring and receiving-con- 
tinually Aſfiſtance from Him, whocando al 
things, and without whom Weare our ſelves { 
able to. do nothing. This Diſpoſition alone 
is capable of raiſing us vut of thoſe Depths 
and Diſtreſles, into which Sin bath ſunk ns; 
In ſuch Caſes God takes delight, where Sin 
hath aboxnded , to make bis Grace. much more 
abound, as St. Paul expreſſts it, ( Rom. vi. 1.) 
and thinks his Honour concerned to work 
more Miracles for the redncing a Scanda- 
lous Offender from his loſt Eſtate, and reſ- 
cue him out of the Slavery of Sin, than he 
did ever to ſet his choſen People free from 
the Bondage of Egype, O! the Darkneſs 
that nwft be fcattered ! O the Gulphs that 
muſt be paſs'd! O! the Deſarts and Rocks 
that muſt be trayelled over before _ 

ay 
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ſtray Sheep can return and recover it ſelf! 
All thoſe Signs and Wonders wrought by 
Moſes in behalf of the 1/raclites, and to per* 
fe a Temporal Deliverance, are but ſo 
many Types and Shadows. of the mighty 
Workings of Omnipotence,for the inſtating 


Sinners in the glorious and eternal Liberty 


of the Sons of God. For, after all the Mif- 
chief that | our Errours can do us, - This'1is 
{till our Comfort, that we belong to a Flock, 
whoſe kind Shepherd hath done ten; thou- 
ſand times more to ſave us, than we have 
done, or could do, to deſtroy our ſelves. 
In ſhort, it will be very improper to obje& 
the Condition of our Afﬀairs or any-lacum4 
brances of Fortune in bar to our Salvation; 
when the Scripture hath ſo plainly direQed 
us, how this ObſtruQion may be prevented, 
by commanding, not, that worldly. Cares 
be wholly laid afide,: but only that they:be 
alHowed their proper Place and Seaſon; And 
promiſing ,| that upon theſe Terms thoſe 
very Cares ſhall þe bleſs'd and. fanaiked to 
us; For this is the Purport of our Lord's 
| DireQton, /cek ye fir the Kingdom of God and 
hu Righteouſneſs ;, and all Theſe things (the ne- 
ceſlary Supports of Life) ſhall be added unto 
you, CMatthl Vi. 313.) | oh ov i bibs 

III The Third Conſideration is, That 
This Aﬀair of Salvatian' conſfitlered ab- 
ſtracedly and in its own: Nature, is nat 
really hard| to be compaſled. The Kng- 


dom 
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dom of God is within you, (ſays the Saviour of 
the World, Zeke xvii. 20.) which fome 
have underſtood to mean, 1» your own Power. 
And again, Ak and ye ſhall have, ſeek and 
ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened unto you, 
.(Matth. vii. 7.) That 1s, ſet about the Buſi- 
neſs of your Salvation heartily, and you 
ſhall not miſcarry in the Undertaking. It 1s 
a hidden Treaſure, and not to be found with- 
out diligent Search. It isa Pear! of great Price, 
and therefore not to be had for nothing; 
But. They who think it worth their. while 
to buy it ſhall moſt aſſuredly have it. AU 


things are poſſible ro him that believeth, ſays our * 
T 3 


bleſied Lord, ( Mark ix.'23.) And the Diffi- 
culty of our Salvation. is generally an Effe& 
of the Weakneſs of our Faith. The Ways of 
Virtue are troubleſome and” painful, but 
| theg. they are, ſo to ſuch only, as follow 

their own vain Inclinations; When a Man 
hath once gained that Point of relifting and 
vanquiſhing his Deſires, Sin from thence 
forward becomes full of Uneaſineſsand Hor- 
ronr; and he'can find no Charms in it. 
Virtue is eaſie and pleaſant to thc reſolute 
and conſtant PraQiſers of it; The Way is 
rugged, only to tender Feet, and timorous 


Hearts. This ſtrait Path grows broader 


and ſmoother as we advance farther in it ; 
becauſe by Degrees we .come to do thoſe 


things from a Principle of Love and Choice, 


which were done at firſt out of Fear, a 
| y 
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by Conftraint. The good Way becomes a 
Way of Sweetneſs, and Joy. and Peace to 
a ſincere Believer. His Confidence increa- 
ſes, and he calls up his Courage in pon | 
tion ta the Difficulties that oppoſe his paſ- 

q ſage. He is ſo thoroughly perſwaded, that 
-\, a Crown of everlaſting Glory cannot poſ- | 
* \ fibly coſt him too dear, that he eſteems 
| fhe utmoſt he can do and ſuffer in > wg k. 
obtaining it, as nothing in compariſon. By 
the Hel of this Faith it is, that, from the 
very firlt ſetting out, he keeps his Eye fix'd 
upon the Prize at the End of the Race. 
hen it is, that Men begin to hate what. 
they were formerly moſt tond of ; and that 
God imparts himſelf ſenſibly to the Soul, 
by kindling there the Fire of his Love; 
and convincing us, that thus to hate our 
ſelves, is moſt truly to love both our ſelves 
and Him. 
What is there indeed ſo painful and mor- 
tifying in a holy Life, which may not be 
ſoftned and made highly eligible by the 
Proſpe& of that Recompence, which God 
hath promiſed to every faithful Chriſtian ? 
What Murmurings can our Impatience, even 
under the ſharpeſt Sufferings, be provoked 
to, which may not be epactually ſuppreſs'd, 
when this Hope is once well ſettled in the 
Soul ? After all, let us obſerve, what it is 
that God requires ; and then conſider well, 
whether there be any ſuch mighty Difficyl- 
ry 
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ty in it, as Men commonly ',  .. 
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pretend.” Fe communis nothing 

ont of our Per to do, and be on- no 

ly defires, that we would conſult '3 
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Hugo dr St. Vidor, If the Yoke 

he lays upon vs were heavy , if the Law { 
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fible le Pretence ; but ”% asks no more 
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Heart inflated with his And. can , 


there be ady Demiatid more by eentpadtle? F 
Dog ey peeps, ng HE fy & 
r requare 
Lord thy God axtro walk ; os. gs | 
lvoe 'him ? (fays Maſe to Wyo | | 
acl, Deut. x. 12.) But w oy 
ot makes us 4 Proffer of his Eter 
rows n Terms ſo eaſie, as DO cnt It 
por - ble with 2 ng of Bread givea to 
oor, can any Eex= 
cofed , who refuſes. to make | my owns 
Tbch a Saving, lg, OY fays gent ns, 
Peter Chryſologs is not by 1 Joterve min +> 
Me or "4% Inſtances of meren, . 
an exalted and uncommon - '*; d arxpel 
Virtue, or by Works. of a. Fe ne 
very magnificent Charity, or | &J</. & 
by extraordinary Morti Ga- w 
tions, or by. rehounciag ,the World hey 
fleeing into Caves 'and Defarts, or by Au- 
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ſterities that ſhock the Power of Humane 
Nature only, that we muſt make our Way 
to Heaven: | St. Matthew hath told us, that 
in the laſt great Day, Mary ſhall ſay to the 
Lord, Lord, bave not we propheſied in thy Name, 
and in thy Name have cat out Devils, and wn 


. thy Name done many monderful Works ? To 


whom he will make anſwer, that he knows 


' them not, (Matth. vii. 22, 23.) 


' They are Virtues of a common ſize and 
capacity , which g nerally carry Men te 
Heaven; and all the' « (qdnr'ge nee 
ry to recomniend and render them effe- 
ual, is only that they be animated with a 
lively Faith, . and an humble Hope in God's 
Mercy and Acceptance. The Man who lives 
like his Neighbours, and continues under 
the Engagements of worldly Buſineſs and 
Convetſation, provided he live piouſly, and 
perſeyere in faithful - Obedience to God 
and be careful to diſcharge the Duties of 


- that. Station, in which Providence hath 


placed him, may ſay at laſt with David, The 
Lord ſhall reward me afier my righteous Deal» 
ing, according ro the Cleannefi of my Hands 
ſhall he recompence me, Becauſe 1 have kept the 
Ways of the Lord , and dealt uprightly before 
him , (Pſal. xvii.) Every humble modeſt 


Widow, that hath renounced the Vanity ' 


of the World, and devoted her ſelf to 
God, may lye proſtrate before. his Altar, 


the 
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ewhty Mars s great Tok oneery. I g 
the Pra of the , Afflicted, and i is a | Savi= 
oof, of ThEm that Fes without Str gth. Or 

The Afftited M that's alt 
_ Voice, and make the b, that oh he pours 
out in Adverſity to be heard, and with Job 
quietly wait till his great Change come : It 
is the honeſt Ns plain Man, that Exhoprts 
and Ihcites: uts. to* bike .of 
Piety and Virtae li ob:4: : It is the Poor, 
like Him menfioned by the'wiſe Man, "who 
walked in. the' Upri titeſs of his Heart, 
and is more to be e eemed.: than thoſe Pol 
ſeſſours of Great Riches,” who mount to 
Greatneſs"  indire&Ways: It i th de- 


tan Ii” Sis Cell,” who metitates 
the Laiv of his God Day and Night, and, 
I 


irs into's narrow 
fs, is, (ltke' "that Setvant in' the Go-. 

ſpel; Marth; xxv.) ſet over many things, 
becauſe he had been faithful in a few things: 
Itis the Woman pf Condition, who conyin-. 
cbs her ſelf of the Vanity of the World, and 
hath diſcharged*alt, Cate of rendring her 


felf detceable bo ly hes God': only; that | 


ſets her Hope and AﬀeRions upon a futute 
Life; and from thence” hath attained to a 
juſt and” generous Contempt of This : *Tis 
the honeſt pious devout Chriſtian, in ſhott, 
who. contents himfelf with" that” Spore 
which is proper to his Capacity; 20 pe 
ſwaded that God is better pleafed' w 
common Virtue in the Way of 'a A 
Pro- 
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Profeſſion, than with ſomewhat .mare, ex b 
traordinary , in a Method which, be- ney ir 
called him to; Theſe are the Perſons, thy i" 
go to Heaven, 'For jn truth there is no v 
rer Courſe of getting thither be Works of t] 
ing faithful and diligent in the Wor t 


our reſpeQiye Vocations. 

We read in Paladins, that : Yr afs c 
ter a very auſtere Life in the, ? 
defired of God, that he wa! p 
know, if there was any Man Fay ho: 
Whereupog an Angel informed him, That 
hard by, in the City of Heraclee, there was 
a poor, Piper, that got his Lirkg 51 ſaab | 
Trade, every Whit as: good a. 
ſelf. racks ike rj Mulerr ay 44 
Hermits in the Lives 0 f the. Fath 
after a long time ſpent. is t ha We, 
found Solityde , ape living in the Body 
without the Deſires of the Body Stef prog 
Fug ry: with all doin na Fes 
mortified Repentance, .a9d utterly 
ging their Minds from oy Og: 
low, tney bethought th ey Faquire 
of God, whether there were any where in 
the World, pores! ſo r ſo _—_ 
ly-min 0 CVETY WAY PETiEt, : as l 
The Angel, which appeared. to them, 4 
not put thejp to the 2g. far 
to find their Match them, that 
upon the Confiuesof 478 very rt, there 
were a Shepherd ayd a Shepherdefs, m—_ 
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by looking diligently. to their Flock, living 
in the World, -but living there with Hu- 
mility, and a ſtri& Regard to' their Duty, 
were- more acceptable to Almigltity God, 
than They two with all their Soli- 
tude and ſuppoſed PerfeQion. 

The Uſe I would make of this is, That 
every Man ſhould apply himſelf with all his 
Might to fill the Poſt to which God hath 
appointed him ; that Aſpiring to Perfe- 
tion in this Capacity is mage agreeable to 
God's Will, and better approved of him, 
than ſeeking to advance to higher degrees 
of Goodneſs, in Methods of onr own af- 
feting, ſuch as are ſingular and out of the 
common road of living; and, that Ingo- 
cency of Life, and Sincerity of Heart, are 
really the moſt valuable of all PerfeQions, 
For God, who is a {imple Being, delights 
in Souls that reſemble him in Simplicity ; 
and, provided that good Dilpoſition be not 
wanting, he will be ſure to-reward their 
leaſt pompous Virtues. with an incorrup- 
tible Crown. He meaſures not Mens De- 
ſerts by outward Shew and Cir | 
but hath promiſed Paradiſe to a of 
cold Water, when given for. bis ſake. This 
gave occalioa to that Remark of St. Paul, 
that, when he conſidered the flight Froy- 
bles of the preſent Life, and the Recom- 
peacedeſigned for them hereafter, he could 
not find any ſort of proportion Ay 
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theſe lighter Aflitions which are but for a ms 
; ment, and that eternal and far more exceed- 
ing weight of Glory , which they work ont 

us, (2 Cor. iv. 17.) Ah! ſays 
Non tranſemt St, Bernard, If our leaſt AQti- 
opera noſtr a ut | 
widentur, ſed ONS, ſhort and tranſient as they 
remperaliaque: ſeem , be yet capable of be- 
Tits ſemima. coming the Seeds of a bleſſed 
[aghoergr. Berth Eternity z If one Moment can 
lr. entitle us to a Reward, that 
| * "| fill abide for ever, what Stu- 
Pidity .is it to loſe, I do not ſay fo long a 
time, but ſuch an Eternity of Happineſs 


and Glory, ,which we have it in opr power 


to qualifie our ſelves for ? | 

" But, If this Glory do not yet affe& ns ſo 
ſenſibly as. it ought, yet. at leaſt let the Ea- 
ſneſs of ſecuring it to our ſelves enconrage 
our Diligence. Our Minds might be ca- 
pable of very .Great Things,” if. we would 
but. accnſtom them to deſpite Little ones: 
And we ſhould find no difficulty in reliſhing 
BrpYenly foys, if we did once refine our 
T 


e by weaning oor Aﬀections from thoſe 


upon Earth. Happy.are They indeed, to 
whom it is given, to know the Myſteries of 
| theKingdomof God. And, in good truth; 
this World; which is no better than Corys 
roption, this Earth, ſo full of Miſeries, this 


; which is' one continned Scene of Suf- 
ferings and Sorrows, is nay! Agony 
when we ſuppoſe it eligible , above that 


f 
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Bliſs which the Power and Goodneſs of 
God hath prepared for his faithful choſen 
Servants. Have ſo many Martyrs gladly 
purchaſed This at the Expence of their 
Blond ? Have ſo many zealous Souls ſo re- 
ſolutely renounced even their lawful Plea- 
ſures and Enjoyments? Have ſo many Be- 
lievers forſaken all, and followed Chriſt, 
that they might have Treaſure in Heaven, 
ind ſhall We think much to ſerve him in 
our reſpeQive Stations? Shall we grudge 
the very Superfluities of Life, and not give 
that which would only feed our Luxury to 
the Saviour of the World, when he calls 
upon us to relieve his hungry and diſtreſs'd 
Members? For though we be Sinners, yet 
the Prophet hath aſlured- us, ( 7/as. Iviii.) 
19at if we deal our Bread to the Hungry, ant 
cover the Naked with a Garment , our Ligit 
(oall break forth as the Morning, and our H:alth 
ſhall fpring up ſpeedily ; and our Righteonſreſs 
ſhall go before us, and the Glory of the Lord ſhall 
be our Rere-ward. 

For now is the Time of Clemency and 
Mercy, and therefore it will behove us to 
husband theſe precious Moments , with-a 
true Chriſtian Prudence, while the Day of 
Grace and good Acceptance, during this 
ſhort Life, : continues. Jeſus Chriſt, at his 
firſt appearance, came not to condemn the 
\Vorld,: but to fave the World, (oh iii. 
17.) Let us prevent the Terrours of his ſe- 
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cond Coming, while we may, and provid# 


.Croſs, which is become the Inſtrument of 
Salvation to Mankind, declare to all the 


ſuffered himſelf to be faſtned to/it for the : 


ſake of wretched Mortals ,, and convince 


World the unſpeakable Love of Fa, who. 


us, that He hath left nothing on h pany. 
ap» . 


© undone, that might contribute to ouf 


pineſs. The Scandal of this Croſs ſhall then 
be done away, and all that Wiſdom' and. 
' Power of God appear, which was exerted 
in the myſterious Work of our Redemps ; 
tion. Let us then follow the Apoſtle's Ad- 
Io approach | 


vice, and With an humble Co 
the Throne of Grace , (Heb. iv.) that we may. 
find Mercy in time of need, and all thoſe Helps 
neceſſary for a Holy Life. A Life, whoſe 
great Difficulties are now removed, ſince 
the Son of God hath diſarmed the Powers. 
of Hell and the World, by his meek Life, 
and ignominious Death. If theſe Confſide- | 
rations are not ſufficient to encourage us in! 
the Way to Salvation, which is ſo ſmooth- 
ned by the Aſſiſtances we receive from #-: 
| boye, and hath no Hardſhips left, but ſuch! 
as are owing to our own Weakneſs and Ir-/ 
reſolution; If this Undertakipg, ſoftned by: 

| our 


4 © 
for that Day of Wrath, in which he ſhall. 
appear again in the Brightneſs of his Mas” 
jeſty, and exalt the Standard of his Crofy, . 
with a Luftre excelling that of the Sun wn- : 
the Firmament. Then ſhall that Glorious 
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our Lord, .and;eafic inits own Nature, do 
not encoprage us, I am ſure it ought to fill 
our Souls witli Terrcqnr and Amazement, 
For what Puniſhment, what Vengeance can 
be tooſevere, for thoſe Wretches who neg- 
le& ſo glorious a Reward , and that ſuch 
a Reward as they may with ſo much;ecaſe 
attain to? What Torments. are too exqui- 
ſite, what Flames too hot,. for thoſe obfti- - 
nate abendoned Sinners, who, when God 
hath put Salvation in their own choice, and 
afforded them ſuch powerful Encourage- 
ments and' Advantages, do yet choaſe 
Miſery, and-will not be perſwarded not to 
Ruine themſelves ? | 


= ——_—— = — 


Cain XK. 


That in order to our own Sabvation, 
we ought to contribute to the Salvation 
of Athers. | 


Ow, If weare, as I hope by this time 
we are, abundantly ;perſwaded of 
how great. lmportance, ;this Affair of Sdl- 
vation 9, .and the dreadful-Conſequenceiof 
our Negligence :4n: it.; Jetins-lofe no tune, 
.but from this lpfant enter .ypon ſuch a 
Courſe of Life; .avmay, by anaking the beft' - 
of 'that ſomall Remainder wr Days we have 

| :.- to 


[ «. "7 
: BR 


x96. SALVATION 


to ſpend here, effeQually prevent our Dy- 
ing eternally hereafter. Let us labour to 
ſecure this Everlaſting Reſt to our ſelves 
which our Religion hath indented for, an 
deliver our Souls from thoſe vain Diſquiets 
and anxious Cares, which a Life of -little 
or no continuance would involve us in. 
But let us obſerve, firſt of all, that it is nor 
ſufficient for Men to confine all their En- 
deavours after Happineſs to themſelves, 
for they are obliged to contribute to the 
ſaving Others too. The true Chriſtian 
cannot think of being bleſſed alone, but 
teaches others, which way they may be 6 
too. He is much of | the Diſpoſition, that 
Eucherius profeſſes in his Epiſtle to Yalerian; 
I cannor (ſays he) think of my 
penn - Nag, wi own Salvation, withoi:t being at 
neceiſe elt ut ' the ſametime ſollicitows for Yours, 
mar ally fr 1 look upon You as my Other 
ranquam meal- ſelf, and love you accordingly. 
Eft. cpa And indeed, whena Man hath 
mm” ' trueFaith, he labours to unite! 
himſelf to his Fellow-Chriſtians, that, like ſo J 
many living Stones, mutually ſupporting 
each other, and built upon Jeſus Chriſt the: 
Corner-ſtone, they may form a Holy Tem- 
ple to the Honour of their God and Saviour. 
For We are obliged by that Zeal-for God's 
Glory, which ought to be a great and gover- 
ning Principle with ns, to labour as much #5; 
Poſlibly we can, that the Number —_ Par- | 
| crs ' 


takers in our Glory. may be increaſed; and. 
to engage our Brethren to bear a-part in 
that holy Conſort of Angels and Saints, 
where the Praiſes of their Redeemer are con- 
tinually ſung, and God. is bleſſed for Ever- 
more. And theſe Endeavours weare bound 
touſe on Their behalf, not only becauſe we 
all travel the ſame Way, and deſign for the 
ſame Place, and are of the ſame Flock, and 
all acknowledge the. ſame common Shep- 
herd, but for our own ſakes too ; becauſe 
by aſſiſting in the Salvation of Thoſe with 
whom we converſe, we ſhall beſt promote 
and ſecure our own. For nothing, to be 
ſure, can more effe@ually recommend 
us.to the good Graces and fayourahle Ac- 
ceptauce of our Saviour, than the imitating 
his great Work, and becoming Saviours to 
others, ſo far as” we are capable of it, by 
1nparting to Them holy Advice and whole- 
ſome lnſtrucions, and edifying them by 
vrood Examples. 

Of this admirable Charity to Mens Souls 
it ts, that St. Pal is to be vnderſtood, 
when he tells the Corintbians (1 Ep. xii.31.) 
that he would ſhew unto them a more excellent 
Iay, better than the moſt aſtoniſhing Pow- 
ers and beſt Gifts of the. Spirit, for the 
rendring them perfedt, and-bringing them 
to. Heaven. ' And if Love and Charity. be 
this Way, can That: be better expreſs'd, 
than by calightaing their "TI with het 
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198 JALVATTON 
Dtvine Grace from Heaven, the leaſt | 
whereof ſcatters and eclipfes all earthly Ob. 
jets? than by diſabuſing them, and draw. 
ing off their Aﬀe&ionsfrom Vitible Things, 
that they may be fixed upon ſach as ire 
viſible and Eternal? than by convincing Men 
how infinitely vain, how mere a nothin 
thoſe pretended Advantages are, whic 
miſtaken Wretches hold in higheſt Eſti- 
mation; and raiſing their Souls to that truly 
generons Conrage and Greatneſs of Son], 
which Chriſtiamty commends and teaches, 
which conſiſts in deſpiſing all that appears 
terrible fo Senſe, and making Him the only 
Obje&t of our Fear, who, when he hath 
killed, can caft into Hell, and puniſh with 
an everlaſting DeſtruQtion? In a word, to 
ſet before them all thoſe Arguments, which 
may open -their Eyes, and teach them the 
Life of good Chriſtians here, and that of 
bliſsful Saints hereafter ? This 1s the only 
real Good a Soul is capable of receiving , 
from ns, and the moſt beneficial Proof of 
AﬀeCtion and ſincere Kindneſs, that One 
Chriſtian can poſſibly give to An6ther. 
With this Love the Son of God was en- 
flamed, when he condeſcended to dye upon 
the'Croſs, for the Redemption of Mankind; 
With This the Hearts of his Apoſtles 
burn'd, when they travelled throughont 
the World, toteach all Nations this-Myſtery, 
and Preach the Kingdonr of God; And W 
the 
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the mighty Power of this Love, they were _ 
inſpired with Reſolution to drink their Ma- 
ſter's Cup, and lay down their Lives too 
for the Brethren. For when a Man hath 
once true Faith, this will convince hins of 
what infinite Importance and Benefit the 
Saving of Souls is ; and that Periwaſioncan- 
not but kindle a holy Zeal, to attempt the 
procuring the ſame Infinite Good to: our | 
Neighbour, which we own of ſuch ineſtl- 
mable Value, and abſolute Neceſlity to. our 
Selves. Were Men but duly affected with 
this Senfe, it is not to be conceived, that 
our Societies trading to the Hrdics ſhould be 
ſo extremely Greedy and take ſuch Pains, 
for the Riches of thoſe Countries, and yet 
ſo much ſuffer the Merchant to ſwallow up 
the Chriſtian, as to take no Care of Plant- 
ing the Goſpel among. them. Happy no 
doubt are They, who ont of a ſincere Love 
to Truth, and Charity to Them who remain 
ignorant of it, ſet their Hands to this good 
Work. For how can Men, who profeſs 
themſelves Diſciples of Fe/xs Chrift, fee 
theſe poor Wretches, who are a part of his 
Kingdom, and not pity their Errours, nar 
lend them their Aſſiſtance, and lead them to 
the Truth, ſince God hath expreſly by the 
Prophet, (. P/al. 11.) given to his Son the 
Heathen for bs Inheritance and the utmoſt 
Parts of the Earth for his Poſleffion, and 
ſince that Son hath likewiſe acquired a fall ; 
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Title to them, by the Purchaſe and Con- 
queſt of his Triumphant Death ? This, if 
I may be allowed ſo bold an Expreſſion, 
would be in ſome ſenſe to Save our Saviour 
himſelf; when we thus gather up and bring 
in the Price of his Blood, ſcattered and loſt 
in the dark and diſtant Corners of the Earth. 
And this we do, when we make the Light 
_of Truth to ſhine, among thoſe miſerable 
= Creatures, to whom the Revelation of the 
* Goſpel is not imparted, as (bleſſed be God) 
it i5 to Us. | 

[if then Men have a true Zeal forthe Glo- 
ry of Jeſus, and the Intereſt of his Blood, 
they ſhould expreſs it by their Diligence to 
bring his loſt Sheep into the Fold; And 
ſich as have the Light of the Goſpel lifted 
up upon them, cannot more worthily teſti - 
fie their Gratitude for ſo great a Bleſſing, 
than by improving every fair Occaſion of 
Delivering thoſe from their Miſery, whom 
the thick Night of Ignorance hath over- 
ſpread. For every good Servant will natu- 
rally. endeavour 'to ſpread the Knowledge, 
and advance the Honour of his Maſter as 
far as he can. | 

But alas! we need not croſs the Seas, 
and travel to the: remoteſt Parts of the 
World for Opportunities to exerciſe this 
Zeal. The Infidelity and Wickedneſs of 
the Age we live in, hath cut us out Work 
more than enough nearer Home. And —_ 

I! ore 


POT; 
fore we ſhall *o well to begin with Inftrut- 
ing and Converting thoſe with whom we 
daily Converſe. Let' us then ſecure | our 
Owneternal v6 gn. 6 by labouring ear- 
neſtly for Theirs; and take care, that the 
Light of Grace ſhed abroad in our Hearts, 
may refle& at leaſt back upon thoſe, who 
dwell within the reach of its ARivity. | Let 
us try to bring into the Way of Truth our 
Friends and Neighbours that have erred 
and are deceived, and reſcne them from 
thoſe Ravening Wolves in Sheeps Clothing, 
thoſe Falſe Prophets, whoſe Gain is their 
Godlineſs. Let us conſider all Chriſtians 
with regard to their. Common Saviour, and 
lay aſideall thoſe parrial Diſtintions, which 
different Circumſtances in the World, and 
other carnal Conſiderations, are uſed to 
make. When we make our Saviour and 
his Docrine truly underſtood, we add to 


his Glory;' When we convert Sinners from 


the Errour of their Ways, and bring over 
more Subjetts to the Obedience of Chriſt, 
we enlarge the- Borders of his Kingdom, 
What indeed can we do more acceptable 
to God, than to contribute towards the Sa- 
ving of Souls, ſince this is, as I aid, in 
ſome ſenſe onr ſelves to become the Savi- 
ours of our Saviour himſelf? For, if when 
we; viſit them that qre in Priſcn , if when we 
feed the Hungry, and clothe the Naked,” Jeſus 
Chriſt interprets the Kindneſles done to che 
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leaFt of theſe his Brethren , as done ro His own 
Perſon, ( MHatth. xxv.) how can we imagine 
but he will paſs the ſame favourable Con- 
fruEion, upon the Services we do to the 
Souls of ſinful and miſtaken Men ? 

We obſerve Men generally very tender- 
ly affeted with the Death of the Body, 
when This happens to ſome poor Wretch 
deſtitute of Friends and Succour ; or to a 
Malefattor, npon whom the Law executes 
juſt Puniſhment: But very Few are concern- 
ed for the Loſs and Eternal Rnine of infi- 
nite Souls, who live in Diſſoluteneſs and 
Debauchery, and are undone by a wicked 
Compliance with the Corruptions of a de- 

enerate World, We ſhould make it a 

oint of Duty and Conſcience, to reheve 
the Afﬀifted and Oppreſled, or to guide a 
blind Man into the right Way; and ſhall 
we be ſo Crue), ſo Inſenſible, as to ſuffer 
the Perſons we converſe with to live and 
dye in dangerous Errours ? Shall we be deaf 
to that Advice of the Apoltle, which calls 
upon ns to lend a helping Hand to theſe 

retches, and: pluck them out of that E- 
vertaſting Fire, which is prepared for a Pu- 
niſhmeat of their Crimes ? (Fude 23.) 

Let us refle& npon that Prince of Dark- 
neſs, how extzeme vigilant and induſtri- 
ous this Common Enemy of God and Man 
| is; how much more Pains He takes to de- 
ſtroy Mens Souls, than We do to fave 

| | them, 
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them, (r Per. v. 8.) No Condition of Life 
is ſo deſpicable, no Fortune ſo mean, no 
Soul ſo vile, that he does not think it 
worth his while to deſtroy it. All Circum- 
ſtances are equal, all Places indifferent to 
Him, provided he can-. but compaſs his 
wicked and malicious Purpoſes. The ve 

Extremity of thoſe Torments, which increaſe 
in proportion as his pernicious Deſigns ſuc- 
ceed, do not abate one whit of that Eager- 
neſs he hath to do Miſchief. And what do 
We, who believe the Goſpel, We, whoſe 
CharaQter and juſteſt Commendation con- 
fiſts in the Love of our Brethren, and an 
indefatigable Zeal for their Good and God's 
Honour ; What 1 ſay, do We do like this, 
in oor Endeayours to promote Mens Hap- 
pineſs? How far are We from concerning 


our ſelves with their Behaviour ?: What ©. 
 .Aſſiſtances do we extend to them by our | 


Prayers or good Connſel ? With what In- 
difference do We behold the fatal Errours 
and moſt profligate Manners of our neareſt 
Relations and moſt intimate Friends? How . 
can this Coldneſs agree with our Profeſſion, 


_ and with what Face can we pretend to be 


Chriſtians, while our Faith is ſo very feeble 

and unactive ? 344 
If St. Paxl declares that an worſe than an 
Infidel, who provides not for them of his own 
Houſe, (1 Tim. v. 8.) what Judgment muſt 
we make of ſuch as uſe their — 
| owy 
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only for Inſtruments of gratifying their Paſ- 
ſions, Tools to their Vices, and make them 
their Companions, and Coadjutors in Wick- 
edneſs? What can we think of Thoſe who 
corrupt their Brethren by ill Examples ? 
How great muſt be Their Condemnation, 
who deſtroy thoſe Souls, which Providence 
hath committed to their Charge and Dire- 
Etion, on purpoſe that they might lead them 
into the Ways of Holineſs and Eternal Glo- 
Ty 2/ They are appointed by God to feed 
their Children with the Bread of Life, and, 
inſtead of this, they poyſon them with cor- 
. Tupt Principles... And what will become 
of that Flock whoſe very Shepherd goes 
aſtray ? How ſeyere a Puniſhment muſt 
needs await thoſe Guides, who ought to be 
- the Salt and Light of the World, and yet in- 
Nead of enlightning the Blind add to their 
Darkneſs; inſtead of preſerving thoſe un- 
der their Care from Corruption, are the 
. firſt and chief Inſtruments of corrupting 
them? Theſe are thoſe wandring Stars men- 
tioned by St. Jude, (Verſe 13.) which pro- 
pagate Darkneſs inſtead of Light : Theſe 
the Clouds, which rain down Storms and 
Fire, where they ought to ſhed refreſhin 

Showers and gentle Dew. Againſt theſe 
falſe and blind Guides it is, that the Pro- 
phet Ezekel diſcharges the Heat of his Zeal, 
when he ſpeaks to them in the Name of the 
Lord after this manger, (Ch. xxxiv.) Te cat 
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the Fat, and clothe you with the Wool; ye kill _* 
them that are fed, but ye feed not the Flock. 
The Diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither 
have ye healed that which was ſick, neither have |: 
ye bound up that which was broken, neither have © 
ye brought again that which was driven away, 
neither bave ye ſought that which was lo##. There- 
fore Behold I am again#t the Shepherds , and I 
mill require my Flock at their Hand , faith the 
Lord God. 1 omit the other Threatnings 
of the Prophet againſt the negligent Shep- 
herds which are alſo very terrible. For no- 
thing is more provoking to Almighty God, 
than the Indifference of Thoſe Perſons , 
whoſe Station requires a more than ordina- 
ry Zeal. And the Inference from hence is 
very natural and juſt, That, ſince labour- ' 
ing to promote the Salvation of others is ſo 
very acceptable to God, and ſo beneficial to 
our ſelves, the being unconcern'd for other 
Mens Happineſs muſt needs be a dangerous 
ObſtruQtion to our own. T7 

But however, ſince the moſt effeftual Me-= : 
thod of advancing the Glory of God is to : 
aſſiſt Others in the Works of Virtue and *7 
Salvation, This is the leaſt we can poſſibly : 
do, to take good heed, that if we do them 4 
no good by our Advice, we may be ſure to © 
do them no hurt by our Example. . 2} 

But, ſince the Exorbitance of the preſent  ! 


Age is ſo exceſſive, that no former Times .# 


perhaps can furniſh us with a Parallel; 3 
ligce * 
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ſince even Probity and Common Honeſty 
are almoſt utterly loſt and extint among 
Men ; ſince Profaneneſs and Irreligion is 
become ſo general, that the Scandal of it is 
come up to the very Altar ; let ns arm our 
ſelves with all the Power of that godly 
Zeal, which Chriſtian Charity inſpires, to 
reduce our Brethren that indulge them- 
_ ſelves in wicked Courfes, Let us with a 
Holy Confidence fet our {elves againft that 
Impiety, which is getting ground ſo faſt in 
their Hearts. Let us hardenour Faces, and 
ſtand in the Gap againſt that impetnous 
Torrent of Cuſtom, which bears .down ſo 
many weak unwary Souls. Let us oppoſe 
the yicious Examples of the Rich and Great, 
by which the Men of inferiour Condition 
are perverted , and Sin 1s not only conn- 
tenanced bnt authorized. Let us teach Be- 
levers to withſtand the oyerflowing De- 
banchery of Manners and Principles, by 
calling up thoſe Remains of Faith, now ſo 
hard'to be met with in the World. Let us 
pray for the better Underſtanding of Them, 
who arc overborn with carnal Conſidera- 
tions, and by a vicious and miſtaken Mo- 
deſty ſhamed out of Virtue, at a time when 
Vice |ts grown into Reputation. Let the 
Preachers of the Goſpel brandiſh the Sword 
of the Spirit,” the Word of God, and make 
| itglitter in the Eyes of Sinners more fierce- 
| ly thanever, Let them arm their "Oe 
El | | wit 


with all the Terrours of Religion, and eve- 
ry thing that can awaken Men ont of their 
| ſpiritual Slumber; Let them diſplay the 
Judgments of God in their moſt affright- 
ing Form, that the moſt Hardned may hear, 
and fear and tremble. But let them be care- 
ful too to do this fo dexterouſly , that an 
indiſcreet Rigour may not difcourage the 
Feeble. When Men fpeak in Pnblick, Se- 
verity will become them , becauſe the ge- 
neral Rules of Living muſt make* Perfe- 
Qion their Aim ; but when they confer ih 
Private, ſome Condefcenfions are necefſa- 
Ty, becauſe then there is a Regard dne to 
the:Jofirmities of particular Perfons. We 


canyor' be too zealons againſt Sin ; bnt then E 


that Zeal muſt be tempered with Patience, 
. andthe Apoſtle direQs, that Srmners fhoutd 
be inftrufted in Meeknefs, (2 Tim, ii. 25.) 
Let them conſider they have Men to deal 
with, and treat them with Hnmanity,. Let 
the Senſe and Experience of oor own In- 


firmities move Compaſſion towards thofe of I 
other People. And efpecially tet us beware, - 


leſt -by too ragged a Behaviour , and too 
fierce and frightful Repreſentations of Vir- 
_ tne, we diſmay thoſe that are well difpo- 


ſed to it. Let us, in a word, obſerve the & 
mighty Condeſcenſions of- ont Blelfed Sa- 
viour, and how he accominodated. himſelf 


and his Diſcourſes, to the ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances of the Perſons, whom he labonred 
towin over to the Truth, Par- 
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Parlicularly let us reflet upon that Me- 
thod of His, (Fohn xvil. 19.) For their ſakes 
1 ſanftifie my ſelf, that they alſo might be ſan- 
ified in the Truth, He taught them Perfe- 
ction by his own Example. | And herein we 
mult imitate him, by going before Men in 
that Way to Salvation, which we would 
perſwade them to. The moſt likely Courſe 
of prevailing with our Neighbours to do 
Well, is to let them ſee thoſe ſhining Vir- 
tues 1n our own Converſations, which we 
endeavour to recommend ; To convince, 
and to inſtru them by. that moſt effetual 
of all Arguments, our Actions. We muſt 
become perfe&, if we hope to make others 
ſo. This is more eſpecially the Duty of 
Them who have the Care of Souls; and 
the Office of a Guide is not duly, is not re- 
gularly, diſcharged, except he be a Pattern 
as well as a Director. Let our Behaviour 
then confirm our Diſcourſes ; and our Pra- 
Qice illuſtrate and declare the Truth of our 
Principles. We: muſt begin with plucking 
the Beam out of our own Eyes, and convert 
. our ſelves in order to the Converſion of our 
Brethren. Good Men alone are duly qua- 
lifed to promote Goodneſs effectually in 
others. The Blemiſhes of Spiritual Guides 
are a moſt unhappy Obſtacle to their La- 
bours, and of pernicious Conſequence to 
the Souls intruſted with them. And that 
Bleſſing from aboye, from which alone thoſe 

| ag 
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Labours can derive Succeſs, is uſually . ob- . 
tained by an inviolable Fidelity, and dili- 
gent Improvement of Grace in our own 
Conduct, We ſhall then be proper and 
perfe& Inſtruments of God's Glory in the 
Zeal we employ for the Souls of our Fel- 
low-Chriſtians, when the ſame Impreſſions 
appear lively and ſtrong upon our ſelves, 
which we endeavour to make upon Them. 
Let Us then be firſt Diſabuſed, and get a- 
bove the Vanities of this World, that we 
may reſcue others from Deluſion ; | and lee 
our Light ſhine before Men, clear and bright, 
that ſeeing our good Works t glorifie 
our Father which u in Heaven, by endeavour- 
ing to be like us n all manner of all holy Con- 
verſation and Godlineg. For this is the Way 


to ſave both our ſelves, and thoſe that hear 4 


vs, 
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C rx A». || XI. 
The Concluſion of this whole Treatiſe. 


F after all that hath been ſaid, we are 

not yet ſufficiently made ſenſible , of 
the infinite Importance and Neceſlity, of 
labouring with our utmoſt Might to obtain 
Eternal Salvation, What can perſwade, 
What can convince us? Shall this active 
Sic animus hu- Soul of - urs be content to 
manu cacus la- Continue ignorant in a Matter, 
fere 7, ſaww- where our Great , our only 

atealt a- . 

liquid nom vule? True Intereſt is concerned ; 
Aug.Conf.l.io. and blind to its own ſtate, 
es when it cannot endure to be 
fo to any thing elſe ? What can we ima- 
gine will become of us at laſt, 'if we be not 
rightly informed, either of the Way by 
which, or the Place whither, we ought to 
80? Or Who will ſhew us any real Good, 
if the Lisbt of God's Countenance, and the 
Impreſſions 1 his Grace have not been able 
to diſcover ititons? Are our Capacities ſo 
feeble, or our Thoughts ſo looſe and incon- 
fiſtent, that they cannot embrace a Truth, 
which muſt be comprehended, only by long 
and continued Reflections? Or is not ra- 
ther our inordinate Fondneſs for Tempo- 
ral Happineſs the true account, why we 
have ſo little Aﬀe&ion and Eſteem uot 
that 
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that Eternal one, which is infinitely bet- 
ter ! 

There want not Arguments, *tis plain, 
to ſhew the Folly of thus mifplacimg our 
Love; But, if neither the Inconſtancyof 
_ the things themſelves ; nor the Uncertainty 

of Life, that ſtrongeſt Tenure by which we 
can hold them; if that fleeting Scene of . 
worldly Greatneſs, the falſe Glitter of the 
Vanities we doat on, the Emptineſs and 
Deceit of all here below, if this Cheat, this 
almoſt Univerſal Impoſture of Fleſh and 
Blood, are Reaſons too weak to diſengage 
our Hearts from Earth and its Follies; yet 3 
at leaf let the Pretenſions we have to Hea-  } 
ven, the Adoption of the Sons of God, the 7 
Proſpect of an Everlaſting Kingdom in Re- 
verſion ; the Reconciliation made between 
the Creatour and his Creatures; the Parti- 
cipation of the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
ineſtimable Worth of his Blood ſhed for 
us; the glorious Promiſes of the Goſpel; #? 
and that incomprehenſible Bliſs proparyy C 
for the Ele&, be Motives powerfu caongy 
for railing our Souls to Heaven, and enfla- 
ming them with ardent and ſincere Defires 
of Salvation. And what indeed can make : 
Impreſſion upon us, if ſuch forcible Conſi- - } 
derations as theſe are not able to do it? * 
How long ſhall we dote upon the Darkneſs + 
and thick Shades of this gloomy Life ;_and _% 
by a wretched Stupidity prefer the ignomi-  * 
| nious 
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nious Slavery of Egypr before the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of Light? If we 
be not convinced of the Neceſſity of this 
Great Concern, let us beg of God to give 
us Eyes of Faith, that we may ſee and un- 
\ derſtand. But if we believe, that we ought 
to ſecure this Point, why do we not apply 


- - our ſelves to the Work, and live in confor- 


mity to our Belief ? The Goſpel hath told 
us, ( Marth. vii, 26.) that every one who 
keareth the Truth and doth it not, 1s like unto a 
fooliſh Man , which built his Houſe upon the 
Sand, And the Rain deſcended, and the Flouds 
came, and the Winds blew, and beat upon that 
Houſe, and it fell, and great was the fall of it. 
Let us therefore be very ſerious in this Mat- 
ter ; and, ſince we are called to a glorious 
Eternity, let us treat all periſhing and tem- 
porary Objects, with the Contempt they 
deſerve. For what a Reproach is it, that 
Souls, ſo exalted, as Ours are or ought to 
be with the, Hopes of Heaven, ſhould ſtill 
be grovelin\ in the Duſt , and creep like 
| the vileſt Inſects upon Earth and ſenſual 

Delights ? ' 

Let us refie&| how vain all that Glory 
is, which here we ſo eagerly purſue ; how 
ſhort that Moment, which we ſottiſhly pre- 
fer before Eternity. And, ſince the only 
ſolid and ſubſtantial Thing in This Life is 
the Care of Another, and the ſecuring our 
Future Happineſs ; let us learn, that the 

| higheſt 
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higheſt Pitch of Humane Wiſdom, and the 
very PerfeQtion of Chriſtian PerfeQion, is 
to renounce and deſpiſe the Preſent, in 
expectation of That, which is to come, But _ 
which, when once come, ſhall never have » 
an End. In ſhort, that the Beſt, the Only - 
good. Thing we can do, is to lead a pnre and 4 
pious Life, and to finiſh it witha holy Death. # 

If our Hearts be ſtil} weak and liable to 
be perverted- by the Uſe of worldly Con- - 
veniences, and the great Variety of Acci- 7? 
dents to which we ſtand daily expoſed; * 
Let us ſtrengthen our ſelves in the Profeſſion of 
our Faith, remembring that He « faithfu!, who * 
bath promiſed.as St. Paul exhorts, ('Heb.x.23.) 4 
Let us wait with humble Submiſſion, and + 
reſpeaful Silence, ' for the Concluſion of 7 
this Exile and Miſery, to which Sia hath 4 
condemned us for a Seaſon; being Followers ? 
of thoſe Great Good Men, who through Faith 
and Patience inherit the Promiſes ;, as the fame * 
Apoſtle adviſes, ( Heb. yi. 12.) Let-us tread ; 
in the Steps of that Holy Patriarch, men- 3 
tioned in 'that Epiſtle, ( Ch. xi. ) whoſe {| 
Excellence and Commendation it was, that + 
he conſtantly'bore Heaven in his Eye, as the 4 
true Country of: Promiſe, of which Canaan. 
in the Old Teſtament was. but a very feeble } 
Repreſentation. For-this Proſpect; and this 
Hope, is of it ſelf capable of being/a ſuffici- ] 
ent Defence and- Encouragement againſt ? 
any | 
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any Afflictions of the preſent Life. Let us 
bewall the length of this tedious Pilgrimage, 
and think it an Unhappineſs, that we are 
{t1}] condemned ito Exile, and long for our 
Reception-to our own Country. Let us be- 
have our ſelves like Travellers (for ſuch 
in effec we are here below) who ſupport 
the Badneſs of the Ways, and the Incle- © 
mency of the Weather, and all the other 
 Inconveniences they meet with upon their 

Journy, content with the Hopes of Reſt 
and Eaſe when they reach Home; And let 
us, even from our Snfterings, take Con- 
rage and Comfart, becauſe Aﬀictions are 
| the ready Way to Heaven. If Adverſity diſ- 
' compoſe us, let us draw off our Aﬀections 
| from periſhing and tranſitory Objes, and 
Place them upan ſuch asare fixt and eternal. 
Let us not perplex our Thoughts with 
| | the myſterious Methods of Providence, by 
"- Which God chooſes to bring Good Men to 
| | himſelf through rugged and difficult Ways ; 


' For if Misfortunes, like a ftrong Gale, drive 


| them ſo much ſooner into Port, where is 
| the juſt Cauſe of Complaint ? Nor let thoſe 
| Pleaſures, which the Proſperous find here 
below, amnſe us, but rather let us imitate 
| the ancient Jews, who could find no Plea- 
| ſures by the Waters of Babylon fo ceatertain- 
| ing, butthatithey bewailed their Captivity 
' notwithſtanding, and carneſtly wiſhad for 
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a Return into their own Country. Let Us, 
like Them, ſigh and pant after the true Ca- 
naan, and run with freſh redoubled mo oi 
nefs to the End of our Race, without ſaffer- 
ing any thing we meet with in our Paſſage 
to divert us from the right Courſe. Let 
vs quicken our Pace, and add to our Dili- 
gence for the time to come, in proportion 
to our paſt Errours and Nepleqs, and 
make amends for the precious Ppportunities 
we have loſt, as the terrible Day: of the 
Lord approaches nearer to us. Let «s ca#ft 
away, (as St. Paul adviſes Rom. xiii. 13.) the 
Works of Darkneſs, and let ws put on the Ar- 
wour of Light, and let us walk white we 
have-Day, for fear the Night ſarprife, and + 
take -ns unprovided. Let us be ready for 
the Bridegroom's Call, that we may enter mm 
with him to the Marriage without Delay; and . 
let our Hearts and Hopes be fixed upon that 
Holy Place, where alone true Joys are-to 
be found. Let vs prefer the Honours of _.; 
Heaven, for which God and Nature Je- _ ; 
ſigned us, before all the 'falſe 'Luſtye of 
this World ; that we may recover thoſe 
true Notions of Greatneſs, which-our Firſt 
Father enjoyed in the State of his Innocence. 
Let us confider what a bright glorious Day 
will ſacceed that gloomy Night 'in -whi 
we live at preſent, and nately wiſh 
for that happy Hour, -whea -this. _ 
C- 
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declining Day ſhall break upon us. Let 
this noble Hope add to the Warmth and 
Vigour of our Faith, and let us, by being 
Rich in good Works, lay up thoſe Treaſures 
in Heaven, which we ſhall find ſtick by us 
for ever, when Death ſhall ſnatch all our 
other Poſſeſſons away ; And let us be con- 
tent with the ſame Aſſurance of Salvation, 
which other. Holy Men have enjoyed be- 
fore us. An Aſſurance laid deep and ſtrong, 
built upon the Foundation of Modeſty and 
Holy Fear, a total Diſtruſt of our own 
Merits, and an humble Confidence in the 
Mercies of our good God. 

For Thou, © Goa, alone art our Hope. 
Thou only canſt, and Thou wilt, heal all 


- our Infirmities, bind up our Wounds, re- 


pair our Breaches, ſettle our wandring 
Souls, and ſtrengthen our feeble Wiſhes 
and Endeavours. O ſave us then from 
that threatning Tempeſt, which this boilte- 
rous and troubleſome Life expoſes us to ; 
Let that Almighty Voice, which ſaid to 
the Winds and Seas, Be /t:{, and immediately 
there was a great Calm, let that ſame Voice 


command our Paſſions down, and perfectly 


compoſe the Toſflings and Storms of our 
Souls. Let that invincible Arm, which 


* . brings Light ovt of Darkneſs, aſſiſt us in 


our Conflict, and help us to overcome that 
Charm, with which the Splendour of this 
| World 
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World bewitches wretched Mortals. Scat- 
ter theſe Clouds, which intercept our ſight, - 
and hinder us from diſcerning our true 
Intereſt; ſpeak in our Ears thoſe Words 
of Life, which inſtru& ignorant Minds, and 
make them duly ſenſible, both of their pre- 
ſent Miſery, and that ineſtimable Bliſs, pro- 
miſed and prepared for Them that Love 
and Fear Thee. Break the Bands that fa- 
ſten us down to Earth and ſenſible Objeas ; 
exalt and refine our Deſires from! their 
Droſs; Take away from us the Spirit of 
this World, and fill us with Thy Own. 
'Tis true indeed, We havedeſerved nothing 
but Anger and Vengeance at the Hands of 
our God, becauſe we have taken great and 
wicked Pains to defeat the good Intentions _ 
and Effects of all his former Mercies youch- 

ſafed unto us. But do thou, Bleſſed Lord, 
convince us *experimentally , that Thou 
art much more powerful to ſave, than We 
our ſelves can be to deſtroy: That thy 
Clemency can triumph over onr Obſtinacy, 
that thy Goodneſs can overcome thy Juſtice; 
and that the Salvation which is by no means 
due to any AQions of Ours, is yet tle de- 
ſerved Reward of thy meritorious Suffer- 
ings. Shed forth the Beams of- that Hea- 
venly Wiſdam into our Hearts, which pre- 
pares Believers for the effeQtual Influences of 
thy Grace, and teaches them how to value 
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the Treaſures of a Future and a Spiritual 
Bliſs: Shew us the infinite Difference be- 
tween an Immortal Crown, and the imper- 
fea Satisfactions of a Moment ; and enable 
us to deſpiſe all that is preſent and viſible, in 
compariſon of that which is invilible and 
eternal. 

And although we be miſerably great 
Sinners, yet let us not deſpair of Grace on 
the one- Hand ; or on the other be ſo in- 
ſenſible of our Wretchedneſs, that we 


ſhould ever ceaſe to cry unto thee with 


the moſt affectionate Sighs and Groans of 
{orrowful and wounded Hearts, in the 
\ Style of thy ancient Prophets ; Save, Lord, 


and hear us ;, O Lord, ſhew thy Mercy upon us, 


and grant us thy Salvation, 

But after all, There is no other Way 
of coming to the Father, but by the Son. 
For He is the Mediator between God and 
Man; He only, (as the Prophet expreſſes 
it) is the Hope of all the Ends of the Earth, 
and of them that remain in the Broad Sca, 


(Pſal. Ixv.) And, mo we ſhould be ſa. 


zealous and ſo ſucceſsful in our Endea- 
vours, as to bring over all the World to 
the Ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs ; yet 
even thus our Merits would not be a ſuffi- 
cient Foundation of Confidenge , but our 
only Truſt and Refuge muſt be ſtill in his 
great Mercics. For there is no other Name 
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under Heaven grven unto Men whereby they can 
be ſaved, but only the Name of our Lord Feſus 
Chris, (Acts iv. 12.) He only can have a 
Property in our Salvation , becauſe that 
Salvation is entirely the Effe& and Fruit of 
His Sufferings. Perfe& then, O dear Re- 
deemer, the Delign thou haſt ſo graciouſly 
begun : Come thy own Self, and in much 
Compaſſion bring back this ſtray Sheep to 
thy own Fold; Deſtroy and root up in vs 
our own Work, for that is the Work of. 
Sin; but preſerve and finiſh Thine , for 
that is Goodneſs and Grace. And although 
we may have been ſo unhappy, as to forget 
that We were thy Creatures, yet be not 
thou provoked to lay.afide thy Bowels, or 
ever to forget that Thou art our God and 
onty: Saviour. | 
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